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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A great amount of time was spent in the preparation of this program. I searched out every fact, detail, and statistic that I could find related to this subject. I then started to put this information on paper – and , after many, many pages had been prepared, I eagerly cornered my wife one night and read her the first page of my proposed program. This took about four minutes to read through without stopping for breath or looking up. I could see that something was amiss! How important were these fine points, little known facts, and minute historic details? So, I put aside some 17 pages that were already finished (at 4 minutes a page this would be well over an hour), and I would now like to present 2 or 3 pages of Historic fact and basic information. Then I will show slides and discuss my collection.



History 

 When World War I started in 1914, Turkey allied with Germany. This made it imperative that the British 

defend the Suez Canal against any Turkish attack. The Sinai Peninsula was a part of Egypt, but with the declaration of 

war against Turkey, the Egyptians abandoned all frontier posts and the Turks occupied El Arish. On December 18, 

1914, the English declared a Protectorate over Egypt and prepared for the defense of the Canal.  

 On February 3, 1915, the Turks launched an attack against the Canal. This attack ended in defeat and a 

withdrawal of Turkish Troops to their former positions. In April of the same year, the Allies landed at Gallipoli. When 

the Mediterranean’s Expeditionary Force withdrew from the Dardanelles, many of the troops were sent to Egypt and 

in 1916 the Egyptian Expeditionary Force was formed. This army that eventually conquered Palestine, Transjordan, 

Lebanon and Syria was composed of unites from Great Britain, India, Australia, New Zealand, France, and Italy. 

 With the formation of the E.E.F., an extensive Field Post service system was established. This postal 

system consisted of units from the British, ANZAC and Indian postal services. It required some 50 officers  and 1,000 

enlisted men to handle mail. 7,000 bags of mail were received weekly for the troops from overseas and the 

maximum number of bags received in any one week amounted to 25,000. Each bag was handled and rehandled 

some 25 times before reaching its destination. The average number of letters sent weekly to the home countries was 

about 550,000. The number of letters for the entire period of the Military Administration totaled about 40 million. 

The letters received form home in the same period amounted to many millions and probably exceeds the above 

figure. In addition, letters circulated weekly within the Forces, and letters were posted by the E.E.F. to Egypt. The 

returned letter office dealt with 4.5 million items, and there are records to show some 300,000 registered letters 

were sent. 
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Foreign Continents in the E.E.F. 
 
I am not showing any of the covers of mail of the foreign contingents in the E.E.F., but a few words 
should be said about each of these units. 
 
Indian Forces: 

The Indian Force arrived in Egypt in the Fall of 1914 on their way to France. To cope with the large 

number of troops  required a considerable Indian Postal Service. In October 1914, the first units of 

the Indian Army Post Office arrived, and by November the first field post offices were soon 

established.  The Indian Postal Service also dealt with the mail of the British and Australian troops as 

they had not yet established their own postal services. Following the failure of the Turkish attack on 

the canal, many of the Indian units were detached and sent to other places and the number of 

Indian FPO’s was greatly reduced. The British Army Postal Service arrived in Egypt in February 1916, 

and from that date onwards the Indian units operated under the direction of SAPS Col. Peter 

Warren, who organized the delivery of mails by Travelling Army Post Offices throughout Egypt. With 

the advance of troops into the Sinai, the railway lines were laid as rapidly as possible and the FPO’s 

were stationed as close to the front as conditions permitted. The Indian postal units used their own 

types of obliterators, and in addition where stamps were needed, you will find Indian stamps 

overprinted I.E.F. – Indian Expeditionary Force. 
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The Anzacs: 

The Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division was formed in Egypt in 1916.  This division played an 

important part in the future campaign to sweep the Turks from the Holy Land. The ANZAC troops had 

their own trained postal personnel to take care of their needs. Each ANZAC Brigade had its own 

distinctive date stamp and cancellor which was applied to all mail from the unit. 
 
French Forces:   

The French contingent attached to the E.E.F. consisted of a mixed brigade of French soldiers known as 

the “Legion D’Orient.”  It was composed of French, Algerians, and Armenians and its strength has been 

estimated at between 3,000 and 4,000 men. The French troops had no postal service of their own and 

their mail was serviced by the British Military post office. 

 

Italian Forces: 

The Italian contingent attached to the E.E.F. has a probable strength of 300 to 400 men. It left Italy in 

May of 1917 for Palestine, and went into action on November 08. Little evidence exists about the postal 

system and facilities used by the Italian soldiers. A few items are known that were handled by the British 

Field Post facilities. It is possible to identify them by the censor mark in Italian and a cachet bearing the 

Coat of Arms of the House of Savoy. 
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Occupied Palestine 

 January 1917 saw the beginning of the British campaign in Palestine. Covers and letters bearing 

postmarks prior to January 9th cannot be considered as Palestinian. The southern part of the country was 

occupied by the end of 1917 and the occupation was completed in late 1918.  

 As the troops advanced there were more Field Post Offices in operation on Palestinian soil. Toward 

the end of March 1917, we are certain that there were Field Post Office D53 and I58 through I63 operating in 

Palestine. 

 The general dates of importance for the Military Occupations of Palestine are the fall of the 

Beersheba-Gaza line on Oc. 31, 1917, the fall of Jaffa on Nov. 16, Jerusalem and Bethlehem on December 8 and 

9. Then the lines remained static until the summer of 1918 when the Haifa-Nazareth line fell on Sept. 20 and 

finally Damascus was occupied on Sept. 30.  

 With the armistice, the whole territory of Palestine remained under allied administration. Military 

postal services for both the authorities and the civilian Administration ended when all of the country was taken 

over the Civil Administration on July 1, 1920.  

 During this period of Military Administration, postal services were provided in 19 Palestinian 

towns and by Travelling Post Offices. The towns included Acre, Beersheeba, Bethlehem, Gaza, Hadera, Haifa, 

Hebron, Jaffa, Jericho, Jerusalem, Lydda, Nablus, Nazareth, Er Ramle, Safed, Tel Aviv, Tiberius, Tulkarm and 

Kikhron Ya-akov. 
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Slide 1 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 1. This slide shows the lines of communication in Oct. 1917. The British troops have advanced from Port Said to the railhead at Kantara, along the coast to El Arish, Rafa, and they are facing the Germans and Turks along the Gaza-Beersheeba line.



#17 Postal markings, Covers & First Stamps of the Egyptian Expeditionary Forces as Related to Palestine 

Slide 2  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 2.An active service cover to German East Africa posted at Field Post Office G.M. – General Headquarters Middle East Forces. This was at the time of the beginning of the Palestine campaign.
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Slide 3  

Three types of Post Offices: 
• Base Army Post Offices of E.E.F. 

  K – Kantara,  T- Port Said,  Y – Cairo,  Z- Alexandria 
• Army Post Office 

Stationary officers around bases, rest camps, store, hospitals and railway head officers 
• Field Post Office 

Served mobile troops and fighting units up to the front, numbers corresponded to 
Brigade served  (ex., FPO I60 served the 160th Infantry Brigade) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 3. The postmarks used at the bases and in the field during the campaign and the period of the Military Administration are similar to those which the British Army used in all theaters of War. The three main types of inscriptions include Base Army Post Office, Army Post Office and the Field Post Office. Base Army P.O. was the principal Post Office located in the center of an Army group, usually at headquarters. Other officers were subordinate to this office and it received incoming and outgoing mail. Army Post Office was the term applied to the stationary officers around the bases, rest camps, stores, hospitals and railway head officers.Field Post Offices served the mobile troops and fighting units up to the front. Sometimes the Field Post Office numbers would correspond to the Infantry Brigade to which it was attached as is the case with FPO I60 – the 160th Infantry Brigade. The system of code letters adopted has never been officially disclosed. The letters “SZ” are frequently found on Palestinian postmarks and these are thought to mean Southern Zone.Index letters and mark were sometimes used indicating the time of day the letter was dispatched or received. Marks vary from different offices but generally, the most frequent are “A” – morning hours; “B” afternoon hours; “C” – evenings; and “X” – night or after the last dispatch. The asterisk * or the cross + may appear in in place of the “X”, or may have been retained throughout the day when there was a heavy flow of mail. There is an extensive list of know Palestinian postmarks as found on E.E.F. letters.
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Slide 4  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 4. Following the establishment of the Military Administration in Palestine, new postmarks were introduced. These new types contained the following letters O.E.T.A. – E.E.F. standing for “Occupied Enemy Territory Administration – Egyptian Expeditionary Forces.”
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Slide 5  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 5. The censorship markings found on mail originating in Palestine during this period fall into two categories – markings on military mail and markings on civilian mail.The censorship markings found on mail from Palestine and surrounding territories where there were British Troops, during and the year following WWI, appear to have been used at the bases in Egypt. They would represent the security markings on Palestinian letters and postcards of the period. Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4 represent the Base Censor markings as applied at Cairo, and Port Said in 1917 through January of 1918. Figures 5 and 6 were applied at Cairo in 1918 through January of 1919. Figures 7, 8 and 9 are the circular types usually found on mail from Damascus and Beirut written in Arabic. They were applied at Port Said or Alexandria and appear late in 1918. Figures 10 and 11 are triangular and the octagonal censorship markings as found in a wide variety of colors and numbers. These are unit censorship markings. They were applied by an officer appointed to inspect all mail originating in his unit prior to its being handed over to the Army Postal Service. Each unit of company strength was issued one of these stamps as part of its normal equipment. These stamps were withdrawn, reissued to different units, retired – and it is difficult to tie any particular numbered stamp to a particular unit. Other types of unit censorship marks are known – a square, vertical oval, hexagon – but these are not usually found on Palestinian mail.
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Slide 6  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 6. From March 1918 to the end of January 1919 the mail originating in Jaffa and Jerusalem – from or to civilians – and from other Southern Palestinian points received a handstamp showing “Palestinian Censorship” followed by the number 1, 2, or 3. This handstamp was also applied as an arrival mark. From the impressions of this stamp it appears to have been made of rubber. Most of the mail posted throughout the area was sent to Jerusalem where this mark was applied. Mail originating in Northern Palestine usually had the Military Censorship markings as appeared at the Egyyptian bases.Military censorship over civilian mail continued in Egypt until the middle of 1919. This was due to the continuing disturbed condition and the uncertain situation in Palestine and other areas of the Middle East following the war.
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Slide 7  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 7. A registered cover posted at FPO D54 No: 17. Note the adhesive registry label. This rectangular type was commonly used by the British Army and is found on most of the registered mail from Palestine.
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Slide 8  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 8. On Active Service – FPO D54 – 5 De 17.
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Slide 9  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 9. Registered cover FPO 233 – 18 Ja 18. The envelope bears the imprint of “The Y.M.C.A. – Egyptian Expeditionary Forces.”
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Slide 10  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 10. Base Army Post Office K – 12 My 18 with the Base Censor marking in green and an additional adhesive censorship label of the Censor.
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Slide 11 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 11. A registered active service cover – 27 My 18 – SZ 8 Er Ramle – transit marks of Army Post Office SZ 44 Jerusalem and an additional Palestine Censorship No: 2 not usually found on Military Mail, but perhaps in this case applied as an arrival mark on mail addressed to a civilian.
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Slide 12  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 12. Army Post Office SZ 18 – Sidi Bishr  23 Ju 18.
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Slide 13  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 13. Base Army Post Office K – 28 Ju 18. Note the additional green diamond cancel under the postmark.
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Slide 14  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 14. Certificate of Posting of a Registered Postal Packet – FPO GM 1 – General Headquarters, 1st Echelon M.E.F.  7 Jy 18 to the Occupied Enemy Territory Administrator in Jerusalem.
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Slide 15  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 15. Field Post Office 31 – 10 Au 18 – Written “Censor Stamp not Available” – the Regimental stamp of the 2142 Deoli Regiment was used as the censor stamp.
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Slide 16  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 16. Postage Free E.E.F. is sometimes found on covers dated between 1919 and 1922. Palestine at this time was administered by a High Commissioner and all non-official mail required franking. No free “On Active Service” mail existed because there was no longer any Active Service. It is evident that certain letters, certified official, were able to be sent without stamps.They were sent to a central office, probably at Headquarters in Cairo, where the postage free stamp was applied. These markings occur on mail addressed to India for the most part. There are two additional markings that also might be mentioned at this time – the circular R.M.S. cancel with a central date and I.E.F.  at the bottom that is attributed to a Railway mail service of the Indian Postal Service. There is also a known handstamp Aerial Post E.E.F. – this cancellation appears to follow the same pattern as the postage free E.E.F. cancel, and it can be reasoned that mail sent by ordinary means to Cairo or Alexandria received this cancellation when it was forwarded by air.
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Slide 17 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 17. British soldiers were required to pay a 2 pence fee for Registered Mail. England had already issued special Registered Envelopes for this purpose at the beginning of 1915. These envelopes were comparable to the general English registered envelope; they had no special inscription for soldiers. They were issued in the standard size, the black value stamp was the head of King George V and the lower cut was engraved 2 pence. This represented the registration fee and adhesive had to be applied to pay the postage.
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Slide 18  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 18. There are several printings and varieties found on the front and back of the envelope. There are both round and square cut flaps, a full or a rectangular stop after the headline, and variations in the line under Fee Paid.
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Slide 19  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 19. the back shows varieties of type used on the different issues. The envelopes were manufactured by McCorquodale and Co. Ltd. And this appears beneath the flap as well as code letters denoting the month and year of printing. 



The Blues 

 As the troops advanced and occupied Southern Palestine, the DAPS, Col. Peter Warren, 

recognized the need for maintaining postal communications for the civilian population. He sent his Deputy, 

Maj. Touth, to organize the army and civilian post offices in Palestine. At first, the army post offices were 

opened in the principal towns and they were conducted by army personnel. As there were no facilities for the 

civilian populations, the inhabitants of Palestine were unable to communicate with relatives and friends 

outside of Palestine, and they were cut off from the outside world for quite some time. They eagerly awaited 

the resumption of postal services. In early 1918, the army post offices made arrangements to distribute 

correspondence received from the civilian population. Previously civilian mail had been handled by the army 

free of postage for Palestinian delivery. 

 That the military authorities realized the importance of affording postal facilities to the civilian 

population is revealed in a letter from General Borton to GHQ in which he advises that the first demand from 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem will be for postal communications. He further suggests that as a temporary and 

immediate measure, the DAPS should open an office for ordinary and registered mail only. He also suggests 

the use of an overprinted British stamp or as an alternate, the use of a steel “PAID” stamp to be applied on 

payment of the postage fee. 
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The Blues (continued) 
 

 Col. Warren answered on Dec. 1st stating that he agreed with the General and advised that 

overprinted stamps would be preferable to the paid stamp which could only be used for inland postage. The 

matter was then referred o the Political Branch of GHQ to obtain on opinion, and the Political Officer, Lt. Col. 

W.H. Deeds, replied on Dec 4th that the use of British stamps was politically undesirable and he suggested the 

use of a small paper label or ticket marked E.E.F. Postage Paid. Col. Warren advised there was no objection to 

this postally, if the label were dark blue in color and inscribed with the value in Arabic. He also stressed the 

importance of sending specimen copies for distribution to the Postal Union Countries. 

 On Dec. 7, 1917, the final approval was obtained for the printing of the first stamp of Palestine 

under the British Occupation. The work of designing and printing the E.E.F. postage stamps was entrusted to 

the Typographic Department of the Survey of Egypt. This department had recently produced the postal 

adhesives of Hedjaz. Despite the many technical difficulties found in the manufacturing of postage stamps, 

the workmanship reflected the highest credit on the Department. The design was executed by Lt. G.H. 

Rowntree of the Survey Office and was reproduced by photo-lithography. 
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Slide 20  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 20. This slide shows the battle lines shortly after the issue of the first stamp on February 10, 1918. The whole of Southern Palestine and the towns of Jaffa, Ludd, Ramle, Ramallah, and Jerusalem were in the hands of E.E.F.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 21. There are two known copies of a ferr0prussiate die-proof of the E.E.F. stamp. The print is on cardboard and was made at the Egyptian Survey Office at Giza in December of 1917. One copy was in a recent Berger Auction Sale.This slide shows a block of 4 of the plate proof from Transfer D. The “White Patch” of position 16 was recorded by Major Darlow as unique to the plate proof. One plate proof was made in this milky blue color, imperforate, unwatermarked, and printed on smooth white paper. Recently, a proof piece of 31 stamps has been discovered in a pale blue color on a slightly lighter paper. It is from Transfer B. In the absence of official records, it has been impossible to trace any history of these proofs, but it is thought that 2nd proof sheet was owned by an officer of the Army Postal Services.
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Slide 23 (slide 22 omitted)  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 23. Transfer B. A study of the different transfers is a most interesting one. Numerous flaws and varieties may be found, most of them consist through the several printings. It was originally thought that there were several transfers of the 1 piaster stamp and these were designated by letters starting with A. It was later shown that there were only 4 transfers and the designations B, D, F and G have been carried forward to denote each of these different plates. One marking that easily distinguishes each plate is the margin control dot. Most singles and pairs and all large pieces can be positioned from these plates.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 24 – 26. Transfers D, F and G in order. Plates by D.H.H. Hirst as published in the London Philatelist and reproduced here by permission of the editor. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 24 – 26. Transfers D, F and G in order. Plates by D.H.H. Hirst as published in the London Philatelist and reproduced here by permission of the editor. 
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Slide 26 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 24 – 26. Transfers D, F and G in order. Plates by D.H.H. Hirst as published in the London Philatelist and reproduced here by permission of the editor. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 27. Specimen copies of the 1 piaster and the surcharged 5 milliemes stamp were prepared for distribution to the Postal Union countries. Official correspondence has been found regarding these specimen stamps to show that 380 copies were overprinted and forwarded to England for distribution to secure general recognition of the stamp.
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Slide 28 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 28. The first issue of the 1 piaster stamp consisted of 200 sheets, additional printings were made to total 1,728 sheets for a total of 240,000 stamps. The first sheets were in indigo and later printings were in deep blue and blue. The paper used was ungummed. A perforation machine of the modern type was not available in Egypt at this time, so the stamps were rouletted for easy separation.
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Slide 29 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 29. In connection with the production of the E.E.F. stamps, the British system of contract letters and numbers was adopted. The check numbers were imprinted sideways in the lower left hand margins to denote a particular printing or order. The control assigned to the initial printing of the E.E.F. stamp was A18. Additionally, there are a series of short disconnected lines in the margins of the sheets opposite the stamps. These are printed by a raised rule placed around the plate to insure an even distribution of pressure by the press. This is commonly know as the Jubilee Line from the fact that it first appeared on British postage stamps of 1887.
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Slide 30 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 30. A pair of the 1 piaster stamp in two different shades. This piece is proof of the acceptance of parcel post by the by Army Postal Office in Feb. 1918. The 11th of February is the day after the issue of this stamp. The stamps are cancelled with the bridge and bar parcel post type cancel. Note though the lettered “Army Post Office” in the bridge. This is a rare strike and this piece proves its use in Jerusalem – SZ 44. 
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Slide 31  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 31. Stamps were not yet available in Ramle – SZ 8 where this cover was accepted and cancelled 3 March 1918. The letter was then forwarded to FPO GM1 where the stamp was affixed and cancelled on the 4th March.
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Slide 32  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 32. Another example of the first Blue on cover as mailed from Bethlehem. 
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Slide 33  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 33. A censored cover with both the unit and base censor markings posted at FPO GM 1 on 11 March 1918. Traces of thick brown gum can be seen – as applied at the post office.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 34. Since 1 piaster was the foreign letter rate, it was soon evident that there was a need for a local rate stamp. A new printing was ordered of the 1 piaster stamp in a lighter cobalt blue color. It was found that the postmarks were not legible on the dark blue stamps of the 1st issue. 419 sheets were printed on ungummed paper and surcharged 5 milliemes by photo-lithography. The paper used for this issue has little bits of quartz-like material embedded in it that shine when held to the light. The material does wash out and it is not evident on used copies of the stamp. This stamp was placed on sale on February 16, 1918. 
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Slide 35 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 35. One prominent variety found on Transfer D is the “Golfball” on position 85. Here you can also see the control B18 of the second printing and the control A in black of the first surcharge.
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Slide 36 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 36. A close up position 10 and the “L” for “E” error in milliemes. This is a broken “E.”
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Slide 37  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 37. Another prominent surcharge variety is the broken “A” in the Arabic word Milimat. It is equally as rare as the broken “E” but not recognized as readily. Here also is a closeup of a control pair of B 18 A.
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Slide 38  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 38. It is impossible to distinguish a used copy of the first surcharge from later issues except by the postmark. A date between the 16th of February and the 4th of March is the only positive proof that a used copy is from the first issue.
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Slide 39  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 39. The surcharged stamp on a postal card dated 26 Feb 1918.  A recent article estimates that there are only 30 to 40 known single copies of this stamp used, and perhaps only 30 to 25 covers.
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Slide 40  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 40. A map showing the troop positions on March 21, 1918 shortly after the issue of the second one piaster stamp and the second surcharged 5 milliemes stamp. The line has remained fairly constant north of Jaffa and Jerusalem.
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Slide 41  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 41. The initial printings of stamps did not last long and a new supply of paper was ordered from Somerset House in London. This time the paper came gummed and it did not contain the quartz-like particles. New printings of the 1 piaster stamp were made and put on sale on March 5th. Further printings followed during March, April and May. The total issue consisted of 2,824 sheets, or 340,000 stamps. This full sheet is from Transfer F. Copies of this stamp can be found with horizontally, vertically and double-ribbed paper. The paper was supplied already gummed and it had the tendency to curl. After printing, the edges of the sheets were trimmed and the ribbing occurred during the trimming. The pressure clamp in the cutting machine is ribbed to give a good grip on the stack of sheets. Because of the curly paper, the operator put added pressure on the clamp and this gave an impression or rib to the top sheets in each stack. As each of the four edges of the sheet were trimmed, we can find all types of rib varieties.
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Slide 42  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 42. A full sheet from Transfer B.
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Slide 43  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 43. A close-up of a portion of Transferred D showing the “ID” joined in position 52.
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Slide 44  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 44. Control C 18 in a block of 9 from Transfer D with the Golfball variety on position 85. 
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Slide 45 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 45. Control C 18 from Transfer G showing the Knee variety on position 110. This slide and 2 previous slides show the three most easily recognized varieties as found on the Blues – the joined ID, the Golfball, and the knee variety.
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Slide 46  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 46. Several blocks showing clearly the wide variety of shades that can be found on this stamp.
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Slide 47 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 47. A censored cover from a Jerusalem Bank Manager to his counterpart in Alexandria. The bonus was the letter still inside the cover that has a valid description of Jerusalem in April of 1918.
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Slide 48  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 48. Front side of the letter.
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Slide 49. Reverse of the letter.
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Slide 50. Army Post Office SZ 45 – Jaffa on a  censored cover to Alexandria.
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Presentation Notes
Slide 51. Further printings of the surcharged stamp were made. 463 sheets were overprinted and the control C 18 B was used. This stamp was placed on sale for the first time on March 5, 1918. This stamp was quickly sold and few control blocks or large pieces remain. This block of 53 is from Transfer B and you will note the ID joined on position 52 of the plate and a new variety on one of the surcharge plates – the open “5” found on position 97.
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Presentation Notes
Slide 52. Control C 18 B in a block of 6 from Transfer G. Used copies of this printing can be distinguished from a second printing issued on 13 May 1918 by a postmark between March 5 and May 12, 1918.
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Slide 53. Control D 18 C in a block of 6 from Transfer D. The golfball variety again appears on position 85. 451 sheets were made with this control.
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Presentation Notes
Slide 54. Control D 18 C, Transfer B with the “Open 5” on position 97.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 55. The “Missing Arabic” variety, position 11. When the “L” for “E” was corrected in surcharge, the results were another flaw.In photo-lithography, the plates, whether metal or stone, require delicate handling. In this case, the operator making the correction on position 10 rubbed the next stamp, position 11, with his hand or sleeve and  the wiped out part suffered. As the printing went on more and more of the surcharge disappeared until only the diagonal lines at the bottom and a small part of the Arabic word remained.
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Presentation Notes
Slide 56. A pair of the 5 milliemes stamps on cover to make the 1 piaster letter rate. Note the distortion of the rubber censorship stamp.
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Presentation Notes
Slide 57. A registered and censored postcard with the 1 piaster and 5 milliemes stamps posted at APO SZ 44 – Jaffa.
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Presentation Notes
Slide 58. A pair of postcards from the series sent to the Brothers Vitta.



#17 Postal markings, Covers & First Stamps of the Egyptian Expeditionary Forces as Related to Palestine 

Slide 59  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 59. APO SZ 32 – Bir es Salem  12 August 1918.
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Presentation Notes
Slide 60. One of two covers posted at the same time to the same destination. Each received identical postmarks and transit and arrival markings with one exception. This cover shows a stamped letter F.
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Presentation Notes
Slide 61. This cover does not have the F, but it has two adhesive censor labels not found on the previous cover.
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Presentation Notes
Slide 62. Palestine Censorship No. 3 shows as an arrival mark on this cover from Switzerland to the Spanish Consulate in Jerusalem. Note the straight line cachet of the International Peace Bureau.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 63. There were no postal facilities in Hebron in June of 1918. The office of the Assistant Administrator accepted this letter on payment of 1 piaster. This was confirmed with an oval handstamp and a written “1 pt.”  The cover was then forwarded to Jerusalem where it was franked and cancelled. This cover shows that there were no proper postal services, other Government offices provided for the handling of civilian mail.
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Presentation Notes
Slide 64. A cover from Jerusalem showing mixed franking with a typographed issued of the first E.E.F. stamp that was printed by Somerset House in London and first started to appear in July of 1918. 
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Slide 65. This cover was posted at the civilian post office in Damascus where it was cancelled with an Arabic obliterator as used under Turkish rule. It was then forwarded to FPO SZ 62  and carried by military mail to BAPO T – Port Said, where the stamp was applied and cancelled on  13 Nov. 1918, 4 days later. Damascus was captured on Sept. 30, and stamps were still unavailable at this time.
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Presentation Notes
Slide 66. A map showing the advance of the E.E.F. troops at the time of the Armistice in 1918. Palestine, Transjordan, Lebanon and Syria had all fallen to the Egyptian Expeditionary Force.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 67. With the Armistice, the Military Administration of Enemy Territory Occupied by the Egyptian Expeditionary Force was divided into three areas. The green area was the Northern area of Administration, the purple area was the Eastern Area of Administration and the brown area was designated as the Southern Area. This Southern Area is what we now know as the Palestine Mandate. 



 An official document from the Civil Secretary in Jerusalem, dated Oct. 23, 1920, brings to a close the 

use of the Palestine Blues and the typographed issues. It is addressed to the District Governors of Palestine 

for release to the press. It read “The Temporary shortage of stamps of low value has now been made good 

and the post office restrictions regarding their sale has been withdrawn. Stamps of all values on the new 

issue may be obtained at any Post Office. It may interest collectors to know that the present issue consists 

of the following values: 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 milliemes and 1, 2, 5, 9, 10 and 20 piasters. The cost of the complete 

set is 48.5 piasters.” 

 The sale of the Palestine Blues was for the most part carefully supervised – a few large pieces were 

sold over the counter and all philatelic orders for these stamps were returned. Because of the need for 

stamps, these first issues were quickly sold over the counter and used. For this reason, we can account for 

their scarcity today. 

 My wife often says that with all of the really beautiful stamps that have been issued, she can’t 

understand why anyone could spend so much time looking at these “Blue” stamps of Palestine…but, 

perhaps this presentation has shown how fascinating the postal markings, covers, and first stamps of the 

Egyptian Expeditionary Force can be. 

     Joseph D. Schwartz 

     Sacramento, California 
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