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Forward by Phil Elias, Mar/2014, Toronto. 
 
Jewish holidays are special days in the Jewish calendar, which celebrate 
moments in Jewish history, as well as central themes in the relationship 
between God and the world, such as creation, revelation, and redemption. 
They include the Torah-mandated “holy days” of the Sabbath, the three 
pilgrimage festivals (Pesach, Shavuot, and Sukkot) and the High Holidays 
(Rosh Hashanah), as well as a number of minor holidays of rabbinic origin 
(such as Hanukkah and Purim). Our presentation will cover the following 
topics: 
 
 
 
 
 

 The 12 Months 
 Pesach 
 Lag B’Omer 
 Shavuot 
 Tisha B’Av 
 Rosh Hashanah 
 Yom Kippur 
 Sukkot 

 
 

 Hanukkah 
 Tu B’Shvat 
 Purim 
 Festival Series 
 Moadim L’Simcha 
 Shabbat 
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We searched to the very “end of the Internet” for material for this 
presentation. Our sources for images and notes can be found at the end of 
this document in the appendix. 
 
Please let us know of any other stamps that should be included in this 
collection.  
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The 12 Months 
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Series: “Definitive - Hebrew Months” – by Miri Nistor Sofer, 2002.  
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Series: “Definitive - Hebrew Months” – by Miri Nistor Sofer, 2002. 
(1) Nissan:  Pesach - Passover, matza, winecup, flowers. 

(2) Iyar:  Lag-be-Omer, bow & arrows, potato. 
(3) Sivan:  Shavuot.   
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Series: “Definitive - Hebrew Months” – by Miri Nistor Sofer, 2002. 
(4) Tamuz:  Sunflower, shells. 

(5) Av:  Fast of Tisha B’Av, wedding, grapes. 
(6) Ellul:  Selihot prayer book, dates, cotton .   
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Series: “Definitive - Hebrew Months” – by Miri Nistor Sofer, 2002. 
(7) Tishrei:  Shofar, pomegranate . 

(8) Cheshvan:  falling leaves, thistle . 
(9) Kislev:  Hanukkah candles and dreydel.   
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Series: “Definitive - Hebrew Months” – by Miri Nistor Sofer, 2002.  
(10) Tevet:  citrus, poppy flower. 

(11) Shvat:  plant growth ,Tu-B’Shvat.  
(12) Adar:  Purim, hamantaschen, clown hat .  
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Series: “Definitive - Hebrew Months” – by Miri Nistor Sofer, 2002..  
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2002 – Months of the Year - Booklet.  
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Pesach 
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Series: “Definitive - Hebrew Months” – by Miri Nistor Sofer, 2002.   
 



[SIP]   PP-C903  JEWISH HOLIDAYS                                                                                                                       Slide# 14 

Series: “Israel’s Festivals – Feast of Pesach” – by D Ben Dov, 1972. 
The exodus from Egypt.   
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Series: “Israel’s Festivals – Feast of Pesach” – by D Ben Dov, 1972. 
The baking of matzos.   
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Series: “Israel’s Festivals – Feast of Pesach” – by D Ben Dov, 1972. 
The Seder.   
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Series: “Israel’s Festivals – Feast of Pesach” – by D Ben Dov, 1972. 
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Lag B’Omer 
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Lag B’Omer, “Dancers of Meron” 
by Reuven Rubin, 1976. 
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Series: “Definitive - Hebrew Months” 
by Miri Nistor Sofer, 2002. 
Iyar:  Lag-be-Omer, bow & arrows, potato.   

 



[SIP]   PP-C903  JEWISH HOLIDAYS                                                                                                                       Slide# 21 

 
Shavuot 
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Series: “Israel’s Festivals, Feast of Shavuot”. 
by A Kalderon, 1971.  
Inscription:  ''Shavuot'' 
Inscription On Tab:  (Translation of verses on the stamps) 
Motifs:  Verses from the Bible in illuminated lettering 
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Series: “Israel’s Festivals, Feast of Shavuot”. 
by A Kalderon, 1971.  
Inscription:  ''Shavuot'' 
Inscription On Tab:  (Translation of verses on the stamps) 
Motifs:  Verses from the Bible in illuminated lettering 
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Series: “Israel’s Festivals, Feast of Shavuot”. 
by A Kalderon, 1971.  
Inscription:  ''Shavuot'' 
Inscription On Tab:  (Translation of verses on the stamps) 
Motifs:  Verses from the Bible in illuminated lettering 
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Series: “Israel’s Festivals, Feast of Shavuot”. 
First Day Cover, 1971.  
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Series: “Definitive - Hebrew Months” 
by Miri Nistor Sofer, 2002. 
Sivan:  Shavuot.   
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Tisha B’Av 
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The Menora of the Temple Carried Away to Rome –  
by Yigal Navai??..   

 



[SIP]   PP-C903  JEWISH HOLIDAYS                                                                                                                       Slide# 29 

 
Rosh Hashanah 
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Series: Moadim L’Simcha 5716 (1955)  
Shofar. 
 
 
“Blow up the horn in the new moon, in the time 
appointed, on our solemn feast day”. 
Psalms 81:4 
 
 
 
.  
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Series: Festivals 5752 (1991)  
by O & E Schwarz   
Rosh Hashana. 

.  
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Series: “Festivals 2012 – Month of Tishrei”.  
Rosh Hashanah. Tashlikh.  By Aaron Shavu?.  
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Series: “Festival Stamps (5757) 1996”.     by H Kivkovich. 
Rosh Hashanah. A bowl of honey and two lighted candles.  
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Series: “Definitive - Hebrew Months” – by Miri Nistor Sofer, 2002. 
Tishrei:  Rosh Hashana shofar, pomegranate.   
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Yom Kippur 
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Series: “Festivals 2012 – Month of Tishrei”.  
Yom Kippur, Kol Nidrei, by Aaron Shavu??.  
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Series:  “Painting 1975”. 
Day Of Issue:  17/06/1975 
Catalog Number:  653 
Inscription:  'Maurycy Gottlieb'‘ 
Motifs:  Yom Kippur  
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Series: Festivals 5752 (1991)  
by O & E Schwarz   
Motifs: Symbolic - Yom Kippur. 

.  
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Sukkot 
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Series: “Moadim L’Simcha 5711 (1950).  
Sukkot. Lulav & Etrog. By Arthur Szyk.  
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Series: “Festivals 5732 (1971)”.  
Sukkot. By A Kalderon.  
 
“…you shall rejoice in your feast…”. 
Deuteronomy 16:14 
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Series: “Festivals 5732 (1971)”.  
Sukkot. By A Kalderon.  
 
“…you shall dwell in booths for seven 
days…”. 
Levitcus 23:42 
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Series: “Festivals 5732 (1971)”.  
Sukkot. By A Kalderon.  
 
“…that I made the people dwell in booths 
fro seven days…”. 
Leviticus 23:43 
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Series: “Festivals 5732 (1971)”.  
Sukkot. By A Kalderon.  
 
“…when you have gathered in the produce 
of the land…”. 
Leviticus 23:39 
 



[SIP]   PP-C903  JEWISH HOLIDAYS                                                                                                                       Slide# 45 

Series: “Festivals 5732 (1971)”.  
Sukkot. By A Kalderon.  
 
“…that I shall give you your rains in their 
season…”. 
Leviticus 26:4 
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Series: “Festivals 2012 –  
               Month of Tishrei”.  
Sukkot. Bearing the Lulav.   
By Aaron Shavu?.  
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Series: Festivals 5752 (1991)  
by O & E Schwarz   
Sukkot. 

.  
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Series: “Festival Stamps  
              (5757) 1996”.      
by H Kivkovich. 
Decorations of the Sukka.  
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Series: “Festival Stamps 
               (5757)  1996”.      
by H Kivkovich. 
Inscription: “Simchat Torah'' 
Motifs:  Shows a colorful 
illustration of the inside of a 
synagogue during the Torah 
reading, with the pulpit, open 
Torah scroll raised up high and 
colorful lights shining overhead..  
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Series: Festivals Stamps 5758 (1997) 
The Visiting (Ushpizin) Patriarchs, Sukkot  
by E Lorentsov 
Inscription:  ''Abraham'' 
Inscription On Tab:  "The Visiting Patriarchs, 
Sukkot" 
Motifs:  Ushpizin (guests from on high) to the 
Sukkah. 

.  
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Series: Festivals Stamps 5758 (1997) 
The Visiting (Ushpizin) Patriarchs, Sukkot  
by E Lorentsov 
Inscription:  '‘Isaac'' 
Inscription On Tab:  "The Visiting Patriarchs, 
Sukkot" 
Motifs:  Ushpizin (guests from on high) to the 
Sukkah. 

.  
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Series: Festivals Stamps 5758 (1997) 
The Visiting (Ushpizin) Patriarchs, Sukkot  
by E Lorentsov 
Inscription:  '‘Jacob'' 
Inscription On Tab:  "The Visiting Patriarchs, 
Sukkot" 
Motifs:  Ushpizin (guests from on high) to the 
Sukkah. 

.  
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Hanukkah 
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Hanukkah Lamps.  
Morocco 18-19th century, brass. 

Poland 18th century, brass. 
Germany 17th century, silver. 

From the Israel Museum collection. Stamp designed by Z. Narkiss.   
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Hanukkah Lamps.  
Morocco 18-19th century, brass. 
From the Israel Museum collection. 
Stamp designed by Z. Narkiss.   
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Hanukkah Lamps.  
Poland 18th century, brass. 
From the Israel Museum collection. 
Stamp designed by Z. Narkiss.   
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Hanukkah Lamps.  
Germany 17th century, brass. 
From the Israel Museum collection. 
Stamp designed by Z. Narkiss.   
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Hanukkah - Coin of the Bar-Kochba War.  
.   
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Series: “Definitive - Hebrew Months” – by Miri Nistor Sofer, 2002. 
Kislev:  Hanukkah candles and dreydel.   
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Series:  “Painting 1975”. 
Day Of Issue:  17/06/1975 
Catalog Number:  653 
Inscription:  ''Moritz D. Oppenheim'‘ 
Motifs:  Hanukkah  
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Series:  “Heroes of Israel (1961)”. 
A mosaic style drawing of Judah Maccabee.  
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Hanukkah – Joint Issues 
 
 
 
 
.  
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Hanukkah – Joint Issue Israel/USA 
by Hannah Smotrich, 1996.  
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Hanukkah – Joint Issue Israel/USA 
1996. The first US Jewish stamp.  
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Hanukkah – Joint Issue Israel/USA 
First Day Cover, 1996.  
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Hanukkah – Joint Issue Israel/USA 
Souvenir Leaf (front & back), 1996.  
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Festivals of Lights - 20 Years of Diplomatic Relations 
Israel India  

Joint Issue, 2012.  by Ronen Goldberg.  
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Festivals of Lights - 20 Years of Diplomatic Relations 
Israel India  

Joint Issue, 2012.  by Elka Sharma.  
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Festivals of Lights - 20 Years of Diplomatic Relations 
Israel India  

Joint Issue, 2012.  First Day Cover.  
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Hanukkah – Commemoratives 
 
 
 
 
.  
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Souvenir Sheet, Israel Stamp Week, Hanukka,1990.  
On first Israeli stamp (1948).  
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Hanukkah – United States 
 
 
 
 
.  
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US Hanukkah Stamp (1996).  
.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We saw this design earlier in a joint Israel/USA stamp. Issued in 1996, this is USPS’s first Hanukkah stamp - a stylized illustration of a menorah. A design featuring an ornate dreidel followed in 2004, and a photograph of a menorah with nine lit candles was first released in 2009. 
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US Hanukkah Stamp (2004).  
.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
See  http://yije.org/israel/act%20now/2004/1DEC.htm Also http://blog-stampofapproval.com/tag/hanukkah/USPS issued its first Hanukkah stamp, a stylized illustration of a menorah, in 1996. A design featuring an ornate dreidel followed in 2004, and a photograph of a menorah with nine lit candles was first released in 2009. 
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US Hanukkah Stamp (2009).  
. 
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US Hanukkah Stamp (2011).  
.The fourth stamp design issued by the U.S. Postal Service in 

celebration of Hanukkah. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
See  http://blog-stampofapproval.com/tag/hanukkah/



[SIP]   PP-C903  JEWISH HOLIDAYS                                                                                                                       Slide# 79 

US Hanukkah Stamp (2011).  
.The fourth stamp design issued by the U.S. Postal Service in 

celebration of Hanukkah. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
See  http://blog-stampofapproval.com/tag/hanukkah/
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US Hanukkah Stamp (2013).  
.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Comes from http://about.usps.com/news/national-releases/2013/fs-hanukkah-stamp.htm  �QUESTION.  Why is there a stroke through the word “forever”?  I think this is a big blunder. As if the USA is not forever. 



[SIP]   PP-C903  JEWISH HOLIDAYS                                                                                                                       Slide# 81 

US Hanukkah Stamp (2013).  
.  
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Tu B’Shvat 
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Series: “Definitive - Hebrew Months” – by Miri Nistor Sofer, 2002.  
Shvat:  plant growth ,Tu-B’Shvat.  
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Purim 
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Series:  “Israel’s Festivals - Purim”. 
First Day Cover, 1976.  

 
“…and that these days of Purim should never fall into disuse 

among the Jews, nor should the commemoration of those days 
cease among their descendents.”   Book of Esther 9,28 
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Series:  “Israel’s Festivals - Purim”. 
Souvenir Sheet, 1976.  
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Series:  “Israel’s Festivals - Purim”. 
by O & E Schwarz 
Day Of Issue:  17/02/1976 
Inscription:       ''Purim'' Excerpts from the 
                         ‘Book of Esther'': Chapter 1, verses 1-3  
 
“In the days of Ahasuerus… “ 
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Series:  “Israel’s Festivals - Purim”. 
by O & E Schwarz 
Day Of Issue:  17/02/1976 
Inscription:       ''Purim'' Excerpts from the 
                         ‘Book of Esther'': Chapter 2, verses 16-17 
 
“We set the royal crown upon her head…”  
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Series:  “Israel’s Festivals - Purim”. 
by O & E Schwarz 
Day Of Issue:  17/02/1976 
Inscription:       ''Purim'' Excerpts from the 
                         ‘Book of Esther'': Chapter 6, verse 11  
 
“Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights 
to honor…” 
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Series:  “2007 – Women of the Bible 
                 - Esther”. 
 
“… and if I have to perish, I shall perish! “  
Book of Esther, Chapter 4, verse 16  
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Series:  “Painting 1975”. 
Day Of Issue:  17/06/1975 
Catalog Number:  653 
Inscription:  Jankel Adler 
Motifs:  Purim Players (Shpeelers)  
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Series: “Definitive - Hebrew Months” – by Miri Nistor Sofer, 2002.  
Purim, hamantaschen, clown hat .  
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Shushan Purim Festivities in Tel Aviv – Commemorative Cancel, 
1962.  
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Purim Festivities in Tel Aviv – Commemorative Cancel, 2009.  
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Purim – JNF Issues 

 
The following slides come from another SIP presentation (PPT 132) 

by Richard Herman and Howard Rotterdam 
 
.  
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JNF Purim Gift Label, 1940..  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An example of the 1940 JNF issue of the Purim gift label. (AP # 18) The label depicts a man and a woman standing near a farm settlement with immigrants going toward the settlement. This series also has three denominations, a 25 cent green, a 50 cent red and a $1.00 blue.
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JNF Label, 1942..  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a booklet issued by the Jewish National Fund. It is a pane of six of the 1942 label shown in the previous slide (catalog # AP22)
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JNF Label, 194?..  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LEFT SIDE:  These labels are from another booklet, issued on the occasion of Purim to raise funds dedicated to the program “Land for Rescue”. The booklet had twenty labels and sold for $5.00. (AP # 24)RIGHT SIDE:  This is another example of a booklet issued by the New York office of the Jewish National Fund. These labels highlight the faith and the “battle cry” of the Jewish people – AM YISRAEL CHAI – Israel Lives On!, and were again issued on the occasion of Purim. (AP # 21)
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JNF Label, 1950..  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the 1950 issue of the Purim JNF label. It is a depiction of a scene in the Jezreal Valley. It was issued as a booklet pane (AP #37). This same design was also issued without a denomination and with a 50 cent denomination.
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JNF Purim Gift Label, 1950..  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A 1958 issue which depicts a menorah above the word “Israel” and a scroll which reads “Your Purim Gift – 10th Anniversary”. 
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JNF Purim Gift Label, 1961..  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A 1961 “Freedom Forest Stamp” which shows a sprig of a branch over a menorah on the Liberty Bell. The words “J.N.F. Purim Gift Stamps” appear on the upper selvage.
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Purim Issues of the NY Office..  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a page from the “Handbook of the Issues of the Jewish National Fund, Volume I”, compiled by Sidney Rochlin. The handbook lists about sixty labels that have a Purim connection. Money raised by the sale of these labels was dedicated to the purchase of land in “Palestine”. The 1938 label is a receipt for a “Purim Gift for Palestine Land Redemption”. The 1939 and 1940 labels have a similar theme. The 1942 label reads “Land for Victory- Purim Gift”. The tzade which is formed from the letter “V” refers to Zion.
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Purim Issues of the NY Office..  
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Purim – What’s the Connection? 

 
The following slides come from another SIP presentation (PPT 132) 

by Richard Herman and Howard Rotterdam 
 
.  
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1982 Issue Celebrating the 70th Anniversary of Hadassah 
Hospital..  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1982 Hadassah Anniversary Issue Scott # 824 – This stamp celebrates the 70th Anniversary       of Hadassah Hospital. Hadassah was Esther’s original name.
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Children’s Drawings..  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This stamp is Scott #507 from a series of children’s drawings from the Youth Workshop at the Tel Aviv Museum.  It depicts people in costume as one would expect to wear at a Purim celebration 
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Children’s Drawings..  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1979 Children Paint Jerusalem Issue Scott #738 – Children in costume, a typical Purim sight 
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Israel Museum..  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is from the Israel Museum set of 1966 Scott # 323-328. The upper left stamp depicts a golden drinking horn from 5th century BCE Persia. We are encouraged on Purim to consume enough wine until we can no longer distinguish between Haman and Mordechai.
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Israel Museum..  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a close up of the golden drinking cup, it dates approximately from the historical time frame of the Purim Story.
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Festival Series 
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Festival Series – First Day Covers 

 
 
 
.  
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Series: “Israel’s Festivals, Feast of Shavuot”. 
First Day Cover, by A Kalderon, 1971.  

.  
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Series: “Israel’s Festivals – Feast of Pesach”. 
First Day Cover, by D Ben Dov, 1972. 
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Series: “Festival Stamps (5757) 1996”. 
First Day Cover, by H Kivkovich.  
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Series: “Festivals Stamps 5758 (1997) 
The Visiting (Ushpizin) Patriarchs, Sukkot.”.      

First Day Cover, by E Lorentsov.  
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Series: “Festival Stamps (5752) 1991”. 
First Day Cover, by O & E Schwarz.  
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Series: “Painting 1975”. 
First Day Cover.  
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Series:  “Israel’s Festivals - Purim”. 
First Day Cover, 1976.  



[SIP]   PP-C903  JEWISH HOLIDAYS                                                                                                                       Slide# 119 

Series:  “Israel’s Festivals - Purim”. 
Souvenir Sheet, 1976.  
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Festival Series – Booklets 

 
 
 
.  
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Booklet:  “Shavuot Stamps”. 
July/1971.  
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Booklet:  “Festival Stamps 
                  5732 (1971)”. 
Aug/1971.  
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Booklet:  “Feast of Pesach Stamps”. 
July/1972.  
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Booklet:  “Hanukka Stamps”. 
Nov/1972.  
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Booklet:  “Purim Stamps”. 
Feb/1976.  
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Inside a booklet. 
.  
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Moadim L’Simcha 
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Series:  Moadim L’Simcha, High Holidays 5709 (1948). 
.  
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Series:  Moadim L’Simcha, High Holidays 5710 (1949). 
.  
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Shabbat 
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Shabbat (1977).  
 
“…the people of Israel shall keep the 
sabbath, observing the sabbath 
throughout their generations…”. 
Exodus 31:16 
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Appendix 

Sources for images & notes 
Definitions of philately terminology 
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Sources - Images:  
http://www.history-of-israel.co.il/stamps/     - has about 20 categories  
http://www.history-of-israel.co.il/stamps/high-holiday-stamps.htm       - 14 slides 
http://www.history-of-israel.co.il/stamps/chanukah-stamps.htm           - 13 slides 
http://www.history-of-israel.co.il/stamps/purim-stamps.htm              - 4 slides 
http://www.history-of-israel.co.il/stamps/passover-stamps.htm           - 5 slides 
http://www.history-of-israel.co.il/stamps/shavuot-stamps.htm            - 3 slides 
 
 
http://english.israelphilately.org.il/en/catalog/search?q=passover&stamps=on&series=on&articles=on&cancels=on  -  Passover 4 stamps 
http://english.israelphilately.org.il/en/catalog/search?q=shavuot&stamps=on&series=on&articles=on&cancels=on    - Shavuot 5 stamps 
http://english.israelphilately.org.il/en/catalog/search?q=rosh+hashana&stamps=on&series=on&articles=on&cancels=on   RoshHashana 1 stamp 
http://english.israelphilately.org.il/en/catalog/search?q=yom+kippur&stamps=on&series=on&articles=on&cancels=on    YomKippur 1 stamp 
http://english.israelphilately.org.il/en/catalog/search?q=sukkot&stamps=on&series=on&articles=on&cancels=on   Sukkot 5 stamps 
http://english.israelphilately.org.il/en/catalog/search?q=Hanukkah&stamps=on&series=on&articles=on&cancels=on   Hanukkah  6 stamps 
http://english.israelphilately.org.il/en/catalog/search?q=purim&stamps=on&series=on&articles=on&cancels=on    Purim 6 stamps 
 
http://www.israelpost.co.il/mall.nsf/prodsbycode/616?OpenDocument&L=EN      .. 2012 issues   RoshHash,YomK, Sukkot 
http://www.israelpost.co.il/mall.nsf/prodsearchE?SearchView&query=holidays&SearchOrder=4&Start=1&Count=10&L=EN     - 4 stamps 
 
 

Sources - Notes:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism#Jewish_holidays 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tashlikh 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lag_BaOmer 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sukkah 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tisha_B’Av 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ushpizin 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tu_Bishvat 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purim 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esther#Origin_and_meaning 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_calendar 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadassah_Medical_Center 
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Philately Terminology:  
Essay  -  A design which was submitted for consideration and done in the form of a stamp 
but was not accepted to be issued. 
Proof  - A trial printing made from a finished plate to detect any flaws in the plate. 
Color Trials - Printings made in a number of different colors of a stamp that is to be 
issued.  The actual color that is to be used is selected from these. 
 
Additional definitions can be found at:   
        http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Philatelic_terminology 
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