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A philatelic survey is intended to cover a period of time without
going into great detail in any particular phase of the philatelic
history of a country. This lecture is designed to acquaint the
collectors of the modern Israel stamps with the fact that almost
100 years of very interesting Holy Land postal history preceded
the establishment of the State of Israel in May 1948.

Postal history of the Holy Land can be divided into 4 periods:
1. Forerunner Period 1852-1917
2. British Period December 1917 — May 5, 1948
3. Interim Period March 1948 — June 1948
4. Israel Period May 16, 1948 to date

There is some overlapping of these four periods.
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First consider the events leading up the Forerunner Period.

Palestine was part of the Ottoman Empire. Prior to 1852, most
mail in Palestine was carried by couriers on foot, by mounted
messenger, and by coach. In the 1840-s and early 1850’s, there
was a fairly regular-scheduled mail coach service between the
major cities in the Holy Land and Beirut. However, this was not
adequate as an internal postal system, since the mail deliveries
were on a weekly basis.

Turkey had a very poor merchant marine, and thus mail
deliveries to Europe were very irregular. We must remember at
this time most inhabitants of Palestine were illiterate, and the
greater part of the mail of this period came from religious
orders, officials, traders and foreign visitors on pilgrimages to the
Holy Land.
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Since there was no real Turkish postal system at this time, the
Turkish government actually encouraged various private
arrangements for mail transport. In 1774-1775, Turkey had
signed “The Capitulation Treaties” which gave certain extra-
territorial rights to some European powers. Thus, five European
nations created their own postal systems in Palestine. The dates
of the foreign post office openings in Palestine were:

1. Austria about 1852
2. France about 1852
3. Russia 1856

4. Germany 1898

5.

ltaly 1908
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The Turkish postal system began in 1863, and Egypt operated a
post office in Jaffa from 1870-1872. Originally, the European
postal systems were supposed to limit themselves to the
handling of mail between Palestine and foreign countries, but
eventually they handled much of the local mail. This inland mail
service operated in direct competition with the Turkish postal
system from 1863-1914, and competition between all of the
postal systems was keen.

After Turkey joined the Universal Postal Union in 1875, there was
no real need for any of the foreign post offices to exist in
Palestine. However, it had become a matter of national prestige
for the European powers to have their own post offices in the
Holy Land, and Turkey was too weak to enforce her demands
that they close down.
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With the outbreak of World War |, all foreign post offices in
Palestine were closed down by Turkey on October 1, 1914 and
the Turkish post office remained the only post office for civilians
until the end of 1917. When we get to the slide portion of this
program, you will see examples of each of these postal systems.

However, please realize that the Society of Israel Philatelists has
a much more detailed lecture on each of these postal systems,
with as many as 50-60 slides on each postal service. In a
philatelic survey of this type as presented here, we show just a
few of these slides so as to give a general picture of each of
these postal systems.
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The Egyptian Expeditionary Forces, made up of units of British,
Australian, Indian and New Zealand troops, plus a small brigade of
French and Italian troops, launched a full-scale operation against
Palestine in early 1917. Gaza was taken on Nov. 7, 1917; Jaffa on Nov.
16, 1917; and Jerusalem was occupied on Dec. 9, 1917.

After Jerusalem was occupied by General Allenby’s army, the British
Army post office SZ44 was opened in late December 1917. Postage

stamps were introduced on Feb. 10, 1918 and from then on civilian

mail was handled.

Later in 1918, the Army post office was succeeded by a regular civilian
Post Office of the Military Administration. Postmarks carried the letters
“O.E.T.A.-E.E.F.” in the upper part, with the name of the city in lower
part. OETA-EEF is the abbreviation for “Occupied Enemy Territory
Administration — Egyptian Expeditionary Forces”.
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Because of an uncertain political status, Palestine remained
under military rule until July 1, 1920. The British Mandate over
Palestine was framed at the San Remo Conference of April 25,
1920 and this was officially ratified by the League of Nations on
Sept. 29, 1923.

When the civilian administration took over from the military
administration on July 1, 1920, the same cancellations were kept
in service, but the letters “OETA-EEF” were removed. Under the
British system, outgoing mail was date-stamped with a double-
circle postmark, while incoming mail was stamped with a single-
circle postmark. In 1921, the first double-circle postmark with 2
bars and the Maltese Cross in its lower half was introduced.
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From 1921-1948, many different postmarks were used by the
British Mandate postal system. There were oval registered
postmarks of different sizes, different wavy-line postmarks,
circular registered postmarks, triangular postmarks, double-
circle and single circle postmarks, and special-event postmarks.
The British Mandate stamps are interesting, and some of them
are the great rarities of Holy Land philately. The stamps and the
postmarks of the British Mandate period are discussed in much
greater detail in other Society of Israel Philatelists slide lectures.

In November 1947, the United Nations organization voted to
partition Palestine into Arab and Jewish zones. The British
Mandate was scheduled to end on May 15, 1948, but long
before that date the tension between Arabs and Jews had
reached a climax.
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The British Mandate Postal System began to break down in some
areas of Palestine as early as March, 1948. Many post offices
were closed by the British authorities in Mid-April, and the
British Postal System was officially terminated in Palestine on
May 16, 1948.

As the British closed the various post offices, Jewish postal clerks
(as ordered by the Jewish Agency for Palestine) re-opened the
post offices and remained on the job until the Israel Postal
Service was inaugurated on May 16, 1948. This period between
the end of the British Mandate Postal System and the beginning
of the Israel Postal Service is know as “The Interim Period.”
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Jewish National Fund labels were overprinted “DOAR (post)” in
Hebrew, and were used as stamps in the Jewish-held part of
Palestine. An emergency seal mail service was inaugurated
between Nahariya and Haifa in March, 1948 when the road
between the cities was occupied by Arab Forces. An armored car
mail service carried the mail from Rishon Le Zion to Tel Aviv from
April 5—May 5, 1948. An emergency local stamp was issued in
Safad on May 4, 1948 and was in use for 2-1/2 weeks.

British Mandate stamps were overprinted “EMERGENCY” in
Hebrew and used in Affulah, Nahalal, and Tiberias. Jerusalem
local stamps were issued on May 9, 1948 and, because of the
siege, were used until early July 1948. The Interim Period is a
fascinating period for philatelists and we have an 80 slide lecture
on this particular period.
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The State of Israel’s independence was announced on May 14,
1948, and the first stamps of Israel were put on sale on May 16,
1948. The first stamps of the new state bear the inscription
“Doar lvri (Hebrew Post)” since they were printed in secrecy
before the country was named.

The first Festival Stamps issued later in 1948 were the first
stamps to bear the name of the new state “Israel.” The technical
progress of Israel’s stamps is most apparent when we consider
the relatively simple designs of the “Flying Scroll” Festival stamps
of 1948 and then the beautiful complex “Creation Series” of
1965. Israel’s stamps depict the Bible, archeology, the customs,
the land, the products and the people of Israel. The design of
Israel’s stamps shows a creativeness that is hardly to be rivaled
by most countries in this modern day.

NOW — ON TO THE SLIDES!
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Slide 2


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 1 is missing but would present Postcard showing the double-circle “Caifa (Haifa), Sept. 22, 1903- Austrian post office cancellation & arrival postmarked “Jerusalm Sept. 25, 1903. Slide 2 Similar postmark from the Austrian post office in Jaffa, Oct. 24, 1898.
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Slide 3


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 3. This is the first stamp with Hebrew Letters used in the Holy Land. The stamp was issued by the local council of Petah Tikvah in 1908, was 14 paras in value, and the Austrian Post delivered the mail from Petah Tekvah free of additional charges to other cities in the Holy Land. Overseas mai had to have additional Austrian stamps. The Petah Tikvah red cancellation is seen here, along with the Austrian “Jaffa” cancellation. These stamps are rare on cover.
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Slide 4
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 4. A later type of Austrian Postal cancellation “Jaffa B, Jan. 29, 1913) showing the “B” index and the date between the bars.
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Slide 5
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 5 An Early type of Austrian “Gerusalemme, Nov. 6” postmark. This is the single circle postmark without the year date, but the handwritten date along the right border of the card shows the year date 1875. 
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Slide 6


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 6. The bilingual spelling “Gerusalemme-Jerusalem” Austrian cancellation. This particular postmark was used in the 1880’s, although this particular cancellation is Dec. 30, 1890.
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Slide 7


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 7. On occasion , the Austrian post office had special cancellations in violet or blue color. This particular postmark was the special cancellation of the Austrian P.O. in Jerusalem on the occasion of the last Christmas of the 19th century. At the left appears the cachet from Bethlehem on Dec. 24, 1899.
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Slide 8


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 8. An early French Post Office cancellation from Jaffa was the “3768” lozenge cancellation which was used in conjunction with the pearled-ring “JAFFA, SYRIE” date stamp, in this particular case 1857.
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Slide 9


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 9. This cover shows the “JERUSALEM CROSS” despatch postmark, and the “5089” lozenge cancellation of the French P.O. in Jaffa, plus the “JAFFA, SYRIE, APRIL 3, 1871” pearled ring postmark (French P.O.). The “5089” cancellation was the French Post office marking in Jaffa from 1862-1875.
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Slide 10


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 10. French P.O. single broken circle cancellation “JAFFA, PALESTINE, MARCH 16, 1913” on a 5 centimes French Levant stamp.
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Slide 11


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 11. French P.O. “JERUSALEM, PALESTINE, SEPT. 16, 1905” cancellation of the type with the month in letters.
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Slide 12


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 12. Similar postmark of the French post office in Jerusalem 
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Slide 13


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 13. Early Russian postal cancellation from Jaffa in light blue color and not showing the year date in the postmark. The cover was backstamped 1882.
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Slide 14


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 14. Postal receipt showing the Russian Jaffa double-circle cancellation in violet from 1901.
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Slide 15


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 15. Registered Russian cover from Jaffa showing a blue cancellation at the upper left, plus a number of violet cancellations ‘March 27, 1910, Jaffa.”
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Slide 16


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 16. Cover showing the purple-black postmark of the Russian post office in Jerusalem, 1902. 
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Slide 17


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 17. A later cancellation of the Russian “Jerusalem” Post office – the large single circle postmark “JULY 13, 1907, JERUSALEM.”
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 18. Early registered cover postmarked “Jaffa, Deutsche Post, Oct. 4, 1898.” The German Post office opened in Jaffa on Oct. 1, 1898. This cover shows 3 full sets of the German stamps available at that time in Jaffa.


#1 — Survey of Holy Land Postal History 1850-1950

Slide 19


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 19. A registered cover of the German P.O. in Jaffa showing the double-circle postmark “JAFFA, DEUTSCHE POST, JAN. 21, 1911.”
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Slide 20



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 20. A date-between-the-bars type of postmark of the German Post Office in Jerusalem, and showing the time index as well.
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Slide 21


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 21. A single circle postmark of the German “Jerusalem, 1910” Post Office.
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Slide 22


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 22. Postcards and Letters were mailed at unofficial Post Offices or letterboxes, and marked with a cachet showing the point of dispatch. The stamp was cancelled at the nearest official post office. This card was mailed in Ramleh, Palestine, and the postcard was cancelled at the German P.O. in Jerusalem “Jerusalem A, Deutsche Post, 1905.”
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 23. Italian parcel delivery card postmarked “Gerusalemme, Uff. Postale Italiano (Office of the Italian Post), 1909.”
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Slide 24


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 24. Italian Post Office in Jerusalem, squared circle type of cancellation.
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Slide 25



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 25. Italian Post Office in Jerusalem, circular type of cancellation.



.

#1 — Survey of Holy Land Postal History 1850-1950

Slide 26


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 26. This is the earliest type of Turkish cancellation in “Acre.”
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Slide 27


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 27. This is the earliest type of Turkish Cancellation in Jaffa.
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Slide 28



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 28. Turkish circular positive seal from Ramle
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Slide 29


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 29. Second earliest type of Turkish P.O. Cancellation in Jerusalem, used in the 1880’s. Notice the “Jerusalem, Turquie 1887” postmark.
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Slide 30



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 30. A later type of cancellation of the Turkish P.O. in Acre.
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Slide 31



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 31. One of the many Turkish Haifa cancels “Caiffa 2.”
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Slide 32


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 32. One of the 26 types of Turkish Jerusalem cancels, octagonal Jerusalem 9.
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Slide 33


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 33. The earliest cancellation of the Holy Land that used any Hebrew letters. This is the trilingual cancellation, English-Arabic-Hebrew, from the Quartier Israelite (Jewish Quarter) of Jerusalem. Immediately above the Hebrew letters are Arabic numerals giving the date (around 1900).
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Slide 34



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 34. One of a half-dozen types of Turkish “Nazareth” cancellations.
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CAVALIER BEDOUI

Slide 35


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 35. One of a half-dozen types of Turkish “ Tiberias” cancellations.
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Slide 36



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 36. British cancellation “Army Post Office SZ 44, August 1918”…SZ44 was the British Army Post Office in Jerusalem.
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Slide 37


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 37.  Registered postcard “Army Post Office SZ in 45 (Jaffa), May 14 ,1918.
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Slide 38


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 38. British Postmark “O.E.T.A.-E.E.F., Jerusalem, Jan. 22, 1919.”  Double circle type cancellation of the civilian post office of the British Military Administration. Just to remind you that “OETA_EEF” stands for “Occuped Enemy Territory Administration, Egyptian Expeditionary Forces.”
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Slide 39


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 39. Single circle type of “OETA-EEF” cancellation from Jerusalem. Incidentally, this is a second day postmark on these stamps.
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Slide 40


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 40. When the civilian administration took over from the military administration the letters “OETA-EEF” were broken out of the cancellations. 
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Slide 41


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 41. Overprinted “Palestine” stamp postmarked “Mea Shearim, Jeslm, 1920.”
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Slide 42



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 42. The next 20 slides can be gone through quite quickly. They are merely showing that British Mandate Palestine postmarks can be interesting. This slide shows the earliest type of Tel Aviv Postmark!
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 43. Early double-circle postmark from Jerusalem in 1922. The postcard was addressed to “Abba Hillel Silver,” prominent American Zionist.
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Slide 44


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 44. Single circle “Jerusalem, 1922” Postmark.
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Slide 45


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 45. A wavy-line Jerusalem cancellation.
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Slide 46


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 46. Single circle Tel Aviv cancellation of 1927 and showing the mixed franking of overprinted stamps and pictorial series stamps.


1950
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 47. “Affula” cancellation on a 5  mils vertically ribbed pictorial stamp.
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Slide 48


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 48. “Alonim” cancellation on the day that the U.N. voted to partition Palestine into Arab and Jewish zones.
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Slide 49



Presenter
Presentation Notes
49. Single circle “Bethlehem” postmark.
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Slide 50


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 50.Double circle “Beersheba” postmark.
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Slide 51


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 51. Double circle “Bnei Beraq” postmark.
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Slide 52


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 52. Double circle “Dead Sea” postmark.
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Slide 53



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 53. “Haifa” triangular postmark used on printed matter and at the time of the Jewish holidays when the mail load became heavy.
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Slide 54


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 54. A one pound Palestine stamp postmarked on the First Day of Issue by the oval “Registered Haifa” postmark.
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Slide 55


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 55. Double circle “Mea Shearim, Jerusalem” postmark.
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Slide 56


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 56. Double circle “Kinneret” postmark
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Slide 57


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 57. Double circle “Meir Shefeya P.A. (Postal Agency)” postmark. 
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Slide 58


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 58. double circle “Mishmar Haemek” postmark.
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Slide 59


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 59. Double circle “Nablus” postmark.


1950
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Slide 60


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 60. double circle “Nahariya” postmark.
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Slide 61



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 61. Double circle “Nazareth” postmark.


1950
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 62. Double circle “Safed” postmark.
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Slide 63



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 63. Double circle “Samakh” postmark.
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Slide 64


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 64. Oval “Registered, Tel Aviv” postmark.
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Slide 65


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 65. Mixed franking of an Interim period “Jewish Brigade” stamp overprinted “Doar (Post)” and five 3 mils Palestine stamps cancelled with the Interim “Minhelet Ha’am: cancellation (People’s Government) of the town of Petah Tiqva.
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Slide 66


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 66. Mixed franking of an Interim stamp and a Palestine stamp to make up the 25 mils registered letter rate, and cancelled with the Interim “People’s Government” cancellation of Tel Aviv. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 67. Interim cancellation “Doar, Haifa (Post, Haifa)” on a 50 mils Interim stamp used in May, 1948. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 68. Registered cover from Tel Aviv with 3 stamps totaling 65 mils to make up the registered express rate, and postmarked with the “Tel Aviv” Interim cancellation of May, 1948. 
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Slide 69


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 69. Registered Interim period cover postmarked Hadera, and dated “May 14, 1948.”
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Slide 70


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 70. British Mandate stamps overprinted in Hebrew “Emergency Post, Nahalal” and postmarked with the violet cancellation “Doar, Nahalal, Minhelet Haam (Nahalal Post, the People’s Government)”.
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Slide 71



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 71. 2,200 emergency stamps were printed in Safad. Shown here is a local Safad stamp with the Interim cancellation of Safad in red “May 11, 1948.”
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Slide 72


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 72. A cover showing the Armored car stamp of Rishon Le Zion, and postmarked “Rishon Le Zion, April 18, 1948.”


.
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Slide 73


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 73. Shown here is a cover of the Sea Mail service between Nahariya and Haifa. The Hebrew cancellation paid for the Sea Mail service, and the British Mandate Stamp paid for the forwarding of the letter from the Haifa Post Office.
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Slide 74


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 74. Nahariya “Emergency Post” stamps were first used on “April 25, 1948.” These emergency post stamps paid the registered letter rate of 50 mils from Nahariya to Haifa. A registration label was applied in Haifa for compulsory registration, and the 24 mils Mandate stamps were used to forward the mail from the Haifa post office.
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Slide 75


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 75. Shown here are 3 stamps of the emergency Post stamps used in Jerusalem, and dated May 10, 1948.
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Slide 76


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 76. This is the special cancellation of the Jerusalem Post Office of May 16, 1948 on the occasion of Israel’s Independence. Israel stamps were on sale throughout the country on that date, except in Jerusalem, because of the siege by the Arab armies.


B
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Slide 77



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 77. A cover showing a British Mandate stamp that was no longer valid for postage and thus not cancelled, and an Interim Period stamp of Jerusalem (type 3, with the slanted 5), cancelled with the Interim Period Postmark of Jerusalem.
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Slide 78



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 78. Jerusalem local stamp postmarked by the egg-shaped “June 30, 1948” bilingual Israel “Jerusalem” cancellation. These local stamps were still valid for postage after the arrival of Israel’s Doar Ivri set. 
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Slide 79


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 79. Israel’s first stamps of the Doar Ivri set postmarked “Jerusalem, June 25, 1948” with the bilingual cancellation. This cancellation was made on a cork and became distorted after a few days usage. 
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Slide 80


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 80. the French Consulate handled mail for its Nationals in Jerusalem during the period from May-August, 1948, and used French stamps and a French cancellation. 


#1 — Survey of Holy Land Postal History 1850-1950

« gy

i e . y . .

Slide 81



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 81. Another French card postmarked July 3, 1948. This card was originally franked with an Israel 20 mils stamp, but the Israel government could not guarantee delivery, so the sender took it to the French Consulate, and sent it with the French stamp pasted over the Israeli stamp. A Paris transit postmark is across the airmail sticker.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 82.Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver announced Israel’s Independence before the United Nations organization on May 14, 1948. This is one sentence from his speech, and this sheet was given to me by Rabbi Silver and is in his handwriting. It has an honored place in my collection.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 83. A registered First Day cover of Israel’s first set of stamps issued on May 16, 1948 (excepting the 1000 mils value), and showing the violet Interim Period cancellation at the upper right.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 84. Many errors are found in Israel’s first set which was prepared in secrecy, printed in haste, and supplied to 80 different post offices in Israel even though a full scale war was going on. Although these errors were earmarked to be destroyed, the need for stamps was so great that the printing place was emptied to fill the initial needs of the Israel post offices. Shown here is a plate block of the 15 mils value of Israel’s first set of stamps imperforate between the stamps and the top margin.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 85. A block of four 50 mils Doar Ivri stamps vertically imperforate between the stamps.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 86. Although First Day covers are not listed for Israel’s second set of postage due stamps, you see one on this slide postmarked “Tel Aviv, Dec. 18, 1949.” These covers are scarce, and rarely listed by dealers. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 87. Shown here is a recent first Day Cover of 3 values of the town emblems set of stamps, but the middle stamp has no inscription on the tab!
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 88. Shown here are two First Day cancellations of the “Jerusalem International Book Fair Stamp” issued in 1965. The upper stamp is normal, while the lower stamp has the missing gray color on 2/3 of the stamp and on the center of the tab.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 89. The beautiful “Creation Series” of stamps issued by Israel on the occasion of the Jewish High Holy Days in 1965. 
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Slide 90 missing

| realize this slide lecture is too long, and | hope that you are still awake.
However, it was a difficult task (though enjoyable) to limit myself to the 90
slides you see here, because there are so many things that | had to leave out
of this lecture because of the time limit. However, this will serve as an
introduction to the wonderful field of Holy Land Forerunners, British
Mandate, Interim Period, and Modern Israel.

Dr. Albert Friedberg, Cleveland, Ohio
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