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#94 Philatelic Judaica 

 When one collects Judaica, he is into a limitless field. He may collect stamps and 

covers and cancellations, or coins and medals, or books and magazines, art objects, 

ceremonial objects, autographs, pictures,  labels, anti-Semitic postmarks and slogans, etc.  In 

other words, virtually  everything pertaining to Jews and Judaism and virtually anything of 

“Jewish“ interest is considered Judaica. 

 However, let us limit ourselves this evening to a consideration of “PHILATELIC 

JUDAICA” Which consists of stamps and covers and postal cancellations pertaining to Jews 

and Judaism. This in itself is a vast field. Topical collecting need not be expensive, since one 

does not have to be complete. There are no printed album pages to show up omitted items, 

and thus a collector can be content to collect whatever he can afford. A collector on a limited 

budget can build up a remarkable collection of PHILATELIC JUDAICA With some effort and 

ingenuity. 
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 The field is so vast that a collector may even wish to limit himself in some branch 

of PHILATELIC JUDAICA collecting. There are so many areas that I am sure that I will forget to 

list some of them. You are able to collect as follows: 

• The entire range of Israel Philately by time period – Forerunners, British Mandate, Interim 

Period, Israel 

• Stamps and Covers and special cancellations and Post Office openings 

• Jews on stamps of the world 

• The Bible on stamps 

• Jewish National Fund labels 

• Zionist Congress Postmarks 

• Detention Camps’Illegal Jewish Immigrant Camps on Cyprus 

• Concentration Camps and Ghettos of World War 2 

• Military Mail with Jewish Cachets 

• Military Mail of the Haganah 1948-1949 
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  Collecting interests Continued… 

• Anti-Semitic slogans on covers and anti-Semitic postmarks 

• Propaganda labels (occasionally philatelically used) 

• Special Cancellations for Jewish organizations 

• D.P. Camps of Post-World War 2 

• Jewish art objects and synagogues etc., on stamps 

• Names of Biblical towns on postmarks 

• Stamps and postmarks commemorating the closing of concentration camps or commemorating 

the Warsaw Ghetto Revolt, etc. 
  

 Many of these general categories will be illustrated on the slides that follow. However, I 
wish to take a minute or two on the subject of “Jews on Stamps.” Some collectors include stamps in 
their collections of former Jews who converted to other religions for one reason or another, or 
someone who had a Jewish parent or grandparent but who never believed in nor practiced Judaism. I 
feel that these stamps are misplaced in a collection of Jews on Stamps. These collectors merely wish 
to identify these people as Jews because they were famous in one field or another. If a person 
converted to Judaism, the stamp should be included in a collection of Jews of stamps; if a person 
converted away from Judaism, the stamp does not belong in such a collection. However, each 
collector is “King” of his collection and so should determine just how he wishes to set up his 
collection. 
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Slide 1 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 1. A large block of the first Jewish National Fund label
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Slide 2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 2.   A large block of the 3rd Jewish National Fund label. Many differentLabels have been issued during the last 65 years depicting Zionist Leaders and personalities, Jewish art, places, etc. These labels are an interesting phase of Judaica collecting, and are a real challenge in attempting to form a complete collection.
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Slide 3 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIOE 3.   A POSTCARD SHOWING 2 CLEAR STRIKES OF THE SPECIAL CANCELI.ATION FOR THE 13TH ZIONIST CONGRESS AT KARLSBAD, CZECHOSLOVAKIA IN 1921.
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Slide 4 
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SLIDE 4. OFFICIAL POSTCARD OF THE 15TH ZIONIST CONGRESS IN 1927 SHOWING THE SPECIAL CANCELLATION OF THE SWISS POSTOFFICE AT BASEL.
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SLIDE 5. POSTCARD SHOWING THE SPECIAL CANCELLATION OF THE SWISS POST OFFICE AT LUCERNE FOR THE 19th ZIONIST CONGRESS IN 1935.
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Slide 6 
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Slide 6 •. REGISTERED COVER SHOWING THE SPECIAL REGISTRATION LABEL AND SPECIAL CANCELLATION FOR THE 20TH ZIONIST CONGRESS AT ZURICH IN 1937.These special cancellations of the Zionist Congresses and the special postcards are not found in any great quantity, and yet for the most part are not too expensive when found. The very early ones ARE VERY DIFFICULT to obtain.
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SLIDE 7. THE GHETTOS AND CONCENTRATION CAMPS OF WORLD WAR 2 ARE NOT FOUND IN ANY QUANTITY NOR WITH ANY REGULARITY. ONE MAY ACQUIRE A NUMBER OF ITEMS AT ONE TIME, and THEN NOT OBTAIN ANYTHING ELSE FOR ANOTHER YEAR. Shown here is a postcard sent from the JEWISH GHETTO at KRAKAU, POLAND IN 1943. The cachet of the JEWISH GHETTO Is at the left, and there are 6 censor marks.
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Slide 8 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 8. SHOWN HERE IS A COVER FROM AUSCHWITZ CONCENTRATION CAMP SHOWING THE CAMP REGULATIONS AT THE LEFT, THE AUSCHWITZ CENSOR MARKING AT THE TOP CENTER, AND THE AUSCHWITZ 1944 POSTMARK AT THE UPPER RIGHT.
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Slide 9 
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 9. ANOTHER LARGE CAMP WAS RAVENSBRUCK CONCENTRATION CAMP FOR WOMEN. THE COVER WAS SENT FROM RAVENSBRUCK IN DEC. 1943 AND CAMP REGULATIONS AND CENSOR MARKS ARE SHOWN HERE. THESE COVERS AND POSTCARDS ARE A SEPARATE AND RATHER GRIM PHASE OF JUDAICA COLLECTING THAT IS A REAL CHALLENGE, BUT NOT AN ENJOYABLE ONE SINCE THESE COVERS REPRESENT THE DEATHS OF SIX MILLION JEWS.
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Slide 10 
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 10. THIS PARTICULAR POSTCARD WAS SENT THROUGH THE MAIL IN GERMANY IN 1901. UNDER THE CAPTION "JUDI SCHER HELDENMUTH (JEWISH COURAGE)”THE CARD SHOWS A MALE JEW ON A NARROW MOUNTAIN TRAIL, COWERINGBEHIND A WOMAN FACING A BEAR, AND SAYING TO HER "REMAIN CALM;REBECCA, HE WILL SURELY TURN AROUND WHEN HE TAKES A CLOSER LOOKAT YOU." ANTISEMITISM IN GERMANY WAS THERE LONG BEFORE HITLERCAME TO POWER.
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Slide 11 
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE I I.  THE NAZI SEIZURE OF POWER IN 1933 RENDERED THE MAIL AN EXCELLENTPROPAGANDA TOOL. EVERY MEANS OF PROPAGANDA WAS UTILIZED FOR THE DISSEMINATION OF HATE. SLOGANS OF HATE APPEARED ON LETTERS AND POSTCARDS. THIS COVER FROM MUNICH IN 1936 BOLDLY PROCLAIMS “THE JEWS ARE OUR MISFORTUNE.”
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 12. HITLER'S ANTI-SEMITIC PROPAGANDA EXHIBITION "DER EWIGE JUDE"TRAVELED THROUGHOUT GERMANY AND AUSTRIA IN 1937, 1938, AND 1939.THESE CARDS WERE MAILED OUT AS SOUVENIRS FROM THE EXHIBIT, ANDSPECIAL CANCELLATIONS WERE USED. STUDY THIS CARD -- IT'S VICIOUS.
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 13. SPECIAL CANCELLATION PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED FROM VIENNA IN 1938.
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SLIDE 14. SHOWN HERE ARE TWO PROPAGANDA STAMPS. THE TOP STAMP WAS PREPARED IN  GERMANY, AND THE OTHER WAS PREPARED BY EITHER ENGLAND OR THE U.S.A.THE REPLICA OF THE ENGLISH STAMP SHOWS THE KING OF ENGLAND ON THE.LEFT. INSTEAD OF THE QUEEN'S PORTRAIT APPEARING ON THE RIGHT, WESEE STALIN. NOTICE THE 6-POINTED STARS ON THE STAMP. THE LOWERSTAMP SHOWS THE HITLER SKULL STAMP WHICH PREDICTS HIS DEATH. THISIS THE ORIGINAL ENGRAVED TYPE, IN WHICH HIS SKULL IS MUCH MOREPRONOUNCED THAN ON THE LATER REPRODUCTIONS.
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Slide 15 
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SLIDE 15. THE UPPER STAMP AND THE STAMP AT THE LOWER LEFT ARE TWO MORE GERMAN PROPAGANDA STAMPS OF WORLD WAR 2. THE UPPER STAMP IS A REPLICA OF AN ENGLISH STAMP, BUT REPLACING THE KING'S PICTURE WITH THAT OFSTALIN. THE LEGEND "THIS IS A JEWISH WAR" AND THE 6-POINTED STARSARE SELF-EXPLANATORY. THE STAMP AT THE LOWER LEFT SHOWS A MAGEN-DAVIDON TOP OF THE KING'S CROWN, AND THERE ARE OTHER DIFFERENCES CUNNINGLYINTRODUCED INTO THE DESIGN, SUCH AS A HAMMER AND SICKLE. THE STAMPAT THE LOWER RIGHT WAS ISSUED IN BRESLAU, GERMANY IN I897 FOR THEJEWISH NEW YEAR. THIS BI-COLOR STAMP UTILIZES THE GERMAN AND HEBREWLANGUAGES.
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Slide 16 
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 16.  IRENE HARAND FOUGHT THE NAZIS FROM 1933-1938 WITH EVERY MEANS AT HER COMMAND. SHE FELT THAT CHRISTIANITY WAS DEFILED BY HITLER'S VICIOUS ANTI-SEMITISM, AND SHE PUBLISHED THE ANTI-HITLER NEWSPAPER "JUSTICE" IN VIENNA. LABEL'S WERE PRINTED SHOWING FAMOUS JEWS AND LISTING THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS, AND THESE LABELS WERE SMUGGLED INTOGERMANY. SHOWN HERE IS THE ALBERT BALLIN LABEL (POSTWAR GERMANY ISSUED A STAMP FOR HIM) OF THE HARAND MOVEMENT (VIENNA) AGAINST RACE HATRED AND HUMAN MISERY. OTHER LABELS SHOWED JOSEF POPPER, BARUCH SPINOZA, ZAMENHOFF ETC.
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 17~20. THESE FOUR SLIDES WILL SHOW WILL SHOW DIFFERENT TYPES OFCANCELLATIONS AND CACHETS OF THE ILLEGAL JEWISH IMMIGRANT CAMPSIN CYPRUS IN 1947-48. THE INHABITANTS OF THESE CAMPS WERE REFUGEESAND DISPLACED PERSONS FROM EUROPE WHO WERE DENIED ENTRY INTOPALESTINE BY THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES AND WERE LOCKED UP BEHINDBARBED-WIRE IN DETENTION CAMPS IN CYPRUS. MANY INTERESTING MARKINGSEXIST, AND ARE A COLLECTION BY THEMSELVES. SOMEDAY, I MAY PREPARE.A SEPARATE LECTURE ON THE CYPRUS CAMPS.
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Slide 18 
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 17~20. THESE FOUR SLIDES WILL SHOW WILL SHOW DIFFERENT TYPES OFCANCELLATIONS AND CACHETS OF THE ILLEGAL JEWISH IMMIGRANT CAMPSIN CYPRUS IN 1947-48.
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Slide 19 
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 17~20. THESE FOUR SLIDES WILL SHOW WILL SHOW DIFFERENT TYPES OFCANCELLATIONS AND CACHETS OF THE ILLEGAL JEWISH IMMIGRANT CAMPSIN CYPRUS IN 1947-48.
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 17~20. THESE FOUR SLIDES WILL SHOW WILL SHOW DIFFERENT TYPES OFCANCELLATIONS AND CACHETS OF THE ILLEGAL JEWISH IMMIGRANT CAMPSIN CYPRUS IN 1947-48.
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Slide 21 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 21. ANOTHER INTERESTING PHASE OF JUDAICA COLLECTING IS THE JEWISH ARMY UNIT CACHETS OF WORLD WAR 2. THIS BRITISH ARMY COVER SHOWS THE CACHET (LOWER LEFT) " A COMPANY, 3 BATTALION (JEWISH), OCT. 22,1945, THE PALESTINE REGIMENT."
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Slide 22 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 22. ISRAEL ARMY FIELD POST REGISTERED COVER POSTMARKED "AUG. 5, 1948,F.P.O. 9." FIELD POST OFFICE 9 WAS LOCATED AT EKRON-REHOVOT. AT THELOWER LEFT IS THE TRIANGULAR UNIT MARK IN VIOLET, AND THE REGISTRATIONLABEL IS AT THE UPPER LEFT.
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Slide 23 
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SLIDE 23. HAGANAH (ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCES) USED IN SAFAD AND DATED APRIL 18,1948 BEFORE THE STATE OF ISRAEL BECAME A REALITY.
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Slide 24 
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SLIDE 24. ISRAEL COVER SHOWING THE SPECIAL CANCELLATION ISSUED TO HONOR THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WARSAW GHETTO REVOLT, AND ALSO SHOWING THE POLISH STAMP ISSUED ON THE OCCASION OF THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THESAME EVENT.
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Slide 25 
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 25. SPECIAL CANCELLATiON FOR THE PHILATELIC EXHIBITION AT AUSCHWITZ,POLAND ON THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBERATION OF THE CAMP.
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Slide 26 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 26. POLISH STAMPS ISSUED IN 1962 IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO PERISHED INTHE CAMPS OF AUSCHWITZ, TREBLINKA, AND MAlDANEK.
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Slide 27 
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 27. SPECIAL STAMP AND CANCELLATION ISSUED BY POLAND IN 1963 IN MEMORY OF THE WARSAW GHETTO REVOLT.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 28. SPECIAL CANCELLATION ISSUED BY AUSTRIA IN 1947 FOR THE LIBERATIONOF MAUTHAUSEN CONCENTRATION CAMP.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 29. STAMP ISSUED BY WEST GERMANY IN 1963 ON THE OCCASION OF THE25TH ANNIVERSARY OF "THE CRYSTAL NIGHT" IN GERMANY. THIS WAS A NIGHT OF ANTI-JEWISH RIOTING IN WHICH SO MANY WINDOWS OF JEWISH BUSINESS FIRMS WERE BROKEN THAT IT BECAME KNOWN AS "THE CRYSTAL NIGHT." THE STAMP SHOWS A SYNAGOGUE BURNING, AND SHOWS THE YELLOW STAR WITH “JUDE" INSCRIBED.
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Slide 30 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 30. IN 1942 SERBIA ISSUED A SET OF FOUR ANTI-MASONIC AND ANTI-JEWISHSTAMPS SHOWING MASONIC SYMBOLS AND MAGEN-DAVIDS.
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Slide 31 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 31. IN 1967 CZECHOSLOVAKIA ISSUED A SET OF 6 STAMPS IN HONOR OF 1,000 YEARS OF JEWISH CULTURE IN THAT COUNTRY. THE SET WAS SUDDENLY WITHDRAWN FROM SALE PRIOR TO THE SIX DAY WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST SINCE THE COMMUNIST LINE WAS OFFICIALLY ANTI-ISRAEL, 1000 YEARS OF JEWISH CULTURE WAS WASHED DOWN THE DRAIN!
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Slide 32 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 32. JEWS ON STAMPS •••• ALBERT BALLIN STAMP ISSUED BY WEST GERMANY BALLIN WAS THE GENERAL MANAGER OF THE HAMBURG AMERIKA LINE FOR ONE QUARTER OF A CENTURY.
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 33. ALBERT EINSTEIN'S NAME IS KNOWN TO MOST PEOPLE AS AN EMINENTPHYSICIST AND AS A NOBEL PRIZE WINNER. HE HAS BEEN HONORED BY SEVERAL COUNTRIES WITH STAMPS. SHOWN HERE IS THE STAMP FROM GHANA.
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Slide 34 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 34. JEWS ON STAMPS: RABBI LEO BAECK BY WEST GERMANY ON THE OCCASION OF THE 1ST ANNIVERSARY OF HIS DEATH. RABBI BAECK WAS A LEADER OF THE GERMAN JEWRY FROM 1933-38, AND SPENT A NUMBER OF YEARS INTHERESIENSTADT CONCENTRATION CAMP.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 35. JEWISH NATIONAL FUND LABELS ALSO HONOR PROMINENT JEWISH ZIONISTS.  SHOWN HERE ARE ALBERT EINSTEIN AND HENRIETTA SZOLD, BOTH OF WHOMHAVE BEEN HONORED BY ISRAEL STAMPS AS WELL.
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 36. JANUS KORCZAK WAS HONORED BY POLAND AND ISRAEL. ALTHOUGH NOT A JEW, HE VOLUNTARILY DIED WITH THE JEWISH CHILDREN FROM A POLISH ORPHANAGE IN A DEATH CAMP (WORLD WAR 2) RATHER THAN ABANDON HIS CHARGES.
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SLIDE 37. BRAZILIAN REVENUE STAMPS SHOWING THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 38. FIRST DAY COVER OF THE LUDWIG ZAMENHOF ISSUED BY BRAZIL (MANY OTHER COUNTRIES HAVE ISSUED STAMPS AND SPECIAL CANCELLATIONS FOR THE FOUNDER OF THE INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE OF ESPERANTO). THIS STAMP COMES UNDER "JEWS ON STAMPS."
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Slide 39 
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 39. STAMP AND CANCELLATION ISSUED BY URUGUAY ON THE OCCASION OF THE VISIT OF THE PRESIDENT OF ISRAEL, ZALMAN SHAZAR, TO THAT COUNTRY.
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SLIDE 40. FROM THE FRENCH PAINTING SERIES OF STAMPS WE SEE THE STAMP OF "JACOB WRESTLING THE ANGEL" BY DELACROIS.
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SLIDE 41. SPECIAL EVENT CANCELLATION FOR AN ARTIST'S FESTIVAL ISSUED BYSPAIN IN 1955 THAT SHOWS 3 MAGEN-DAVIDS IN THE CANCELLATION.
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SLIDE 42. BUILDINGS ARE ALSO OF INTEREST TO JUDAICA COLLECTORS. THIS ISJEWISH COMMUNITY HOUSE IN BERLIN.
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SLIDE 43. A SPECIAL CANCELLATION WAS ISSUED BY AUSTRIA IN 1950 FOR SIEGFRIEDMARCUS, A JEW WHO INVENTED THE FIRST AUTOMOBILE IN 1875.
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SLIDE 44. SPECIAL CANCELLATION ISSUED BY AUSTRIA ON THE OCCASION OF THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF ISRAEL'S INDEPENDENCE.
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Slide 45 
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SLIDE 45. SPECIAL STAMPS AND CANCELLATION IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO DIED INTHE CONCENTRATION CAMPS ISSUED BY POLAND IN 1967.
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Slide 46 

Presenter
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SLIDE 46. SHOWN HERE IS A FIRST FLIGHT COVER FROM BELGRADE-TEL AVIV ONAPRIL 6, 1967. NOT ONLY OF INTEREST BECAUSE IT IS A FLIGHT COVER, BUT ALSO BECAUSE THE CACHETS WERE PREPARED BY JACK J. GROSS, CLEVELAND S.I.P. MEMBER, WORKING AT THAT TIME IN YUGOSLAVIA. JACK GROSS PREPARED ALL THE PHILATELIC COVERS ON THAT FLIGHT.
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Image missing. 

Most of the items shown on these slides can be obtained for a minimum amount of 
money. There are 100’s of JEWISH NATIONAL FUND LABELS and many special 
cancellations from all over the world that would be of interest to Judaica collectors. 
It does require searching through boxes of covers for the special cancellations, and it 
does require the knowledge as to whether or not the item belongs in the Judaica 
category. Happy Hunting! 
 
Dr. Albert Friedberg    Cleveland, Ohio    Sept. 2, 1967 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 47. A FINAL SLIDE TO SHOW YOU THAT YOU CAN CREATE YOUR OWN COVERS IFYOU SO DESIRE. THE SIP RUBBER STAMP APPEARS AT THE LOWER LEFT, AND THE UNITED STATES 8¢ ALBERT EINSTEIN STAMP IS CANCELLED BY THE SPECIAL CANCELLATION ISSUED FOR THE SOCIETY OF ISRAEL PHILATELISTS MID-YEAR MEETING IN 1966.
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