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Editor’s Notes

Donald A. Chafetz

The guest editorial is in response to my colummn in the June 2011
issue of The Israel Philatelist.

HiDon

Your editorial touches on a numbcr of significant points with
regard to the future of philacely.

[ scill can't believe that the Swiss scan mail and deliver it
electronically.

1 teach high school in Ottawa - and | try to make a point of
assigningone philatelic project tomy graphic design classes each
year. [ have created stamps. booklets, FDCs, covers, mail art,
postmarks and even “Picture Postage” stamps with my students.

The biggest obstacle that the hobby has, I'm afraid ro say, is that
the post officc is irrclevant to people 25 ycars and younger. And
the age gap is widening evcry ycar. [ have a 26 yearold son who
has really has no use for Canada Post save getting the goods he
orderson e-bay. All his correspondence is vircual.

1 was just at a 1980°s rcunion at a school 1 taught ac early in
my career. Ten years ago. invirations would have been sent,
replies would have been made through SASEs. The reunion was
organized exclusively through Facebook. Hundreds of alumnus
came from all over Canada and the US. Nostamps were used.

In rhe past few months, I have received Bar Mitzvah and
Wedding invites that were also completely done in cyberspace
(the printersare hurting too!).

The sad truth is, there are not many reasons to use the mail
anymore. And ironically, most of my own correspondence comes
from Canada Post’s philatelic services. Canada Post just had a
short postal strike —and we did not reccive mail for 10 days. Ten
yearsagothere would have becn a public outery. There was hardly
a whimper here. No one uses the mail for essential services any
more.

It saddens me to see how our post othce is now issuing products
almost exclusively to fleece collectors. I love William and Katc
and like all Canadians, enjoyed following their stay in Canada.
Bur don’t you think onestamp would havebcen enough? We had
postcards. two different souvenir sheets, two different adhesive
booklets and regular gummed stamps for their rour —and as
much as Canada is aparrof the Commonwealth and we respect
the monarchy as it is part of our herirage. ro issue 10 philatelic
products for a royal wedding and visit was a bit over the top. It
is as you describe it — stamps as artistic souvenirs. We are doing
a lot of it in Canada.

[am not sorry that I missed Israel'suncucpresssheet, especially
now chat I read it was nor valid for postage. | have almost all of
Canada’s uncut press sheets and I am trying to figure out what
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to do with them.

Thae being said, my students always embrace the philatelic
projects [ assign. 1 try to go about things from the artistic/
aestheric angle. T try to show how the design of our stamps has
evolved. [ delve into printing technologies as well and highlight
what I consider exemplary work. I try to keep projects fresh by
usingtopicsthatare trendy and currenr - like creating stamps for
the recent Vancouver Olympics.

I find that interactivity is a key component with young people.

I took on Canada Post’s Mental Healch Stamp design contest
as a class project last year. Our Post Office did a great job wirh
this. After the student projects were complcted, we scanned
all the work and entered it online, wherc Canadians voted for
what they thought was the best idea. The winning stamp was
released by Canada Posr. My students loved being able to go to
the Canada Post website and see their work. Technology being
what it is today, they were also able ro share this experience with
smartphones and Facebook. One of my students had her design
crack the top 50!

I had my kids create Valentine cards that would be postmarked
with aspecial commemorative postmark in St. Valentine, Quebec
and returned to family and fricnds chrough the mail. This too
was received well by our educational community as [ made sure
that principals. trustces, superintendents were alsoableto share
the experience.

A number of our students were nominated for regional drama
awards (the “Cappies”). As department head of inc ares, [ crcated
a Canada Picture Postage stamp wirl a scene from our play, and
mailed our special congratulatory envelopes and cards to all our
nominecs. The kidsand their parents werc really impressed. They
finda romantic almost exoric quality to the idea of getting mail.

[t is these kind of experiences that will be stir some interest in
stampsand stamp collecting.

It would be nice if Israel could be involved with some of these
philatelic activities.

Conrinued success with the SIP.
Let me know if you want mc to have a crack at designing a future
cover.

lev Osterer

Depr. Head Fine Arts
Merivale HS

Ortrawa, ON =

Why not share an article
with our members?

Long or short articles always welcomed.
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Letters

to the Editor

Dear Don

| want to follow up on “Teaching Israel’s History Through
Stamps™, an acticle I published in The Israel Philatelist two
yeacs ago. Several SIP members contacted me about the text
book I wrote.and I shared it withthem for usein a few schools.
I'm now pleased to announce that the SIP Education Fund has
decided to publish Return to the Land: The Challenge of
Rebuilding Israel- Exploring History Through Stamps in a
low cost format to make icavailable to Hebrew Schools, Talmud
Torahs, and other interested parties.

I would urge SIP members to purchase a copy and drop it off

with their synagogue’s or community’s school, whether or not
they have children or grandchildren in the school. It is a terrific
opportunity toshace our love of Isracl and stamps with a wider
audience.

Ifa member’s school (or grandchild’s school) decides to adopt the

text, the member can volunteer to help out with the “stamp side”™

of things. The book comes with a short teacher’s guide.

Any proceeds from the sale of the book will go back into the
Education Fund to support its work. Pricing on the book will
be announced soon by the Education Fund: it will cercainly be
below $10, and could possibly be as low as $5 in bulk purchases
of 10 or more copies. (See the ad on page 184).

{ want to thank the Education Fund for providing me this
wonderful opportunity to get the book “out there”, and special

thanks go to Vicki Galecki for seeing this thing through.

All the best
Marty Zelenierz

Partmoach, NS =
To the edirtor:

| must thank Tony Goldstone for his fine two articles on Israel
Postal Stationery. For quite some time now he has been writing
articles on the subject and asking me when [ would do a rewrite
of my book The Postal Stationer of Issael.

I agree with Tony thar it is long overdue. Since 1 wrote it many,
many years ago, | have done other writing, To name three: The
Mails Of Bordentown NJ From A Colonial Village Thru The
20Th Century, The Maximum Cards Of Israel and A Slide
Show Overview Of Holyland Philately. I also am quite busy
with the NEGEVHOLYLAND AUCTIONS.

On the MAXIMUM CARDS after it was published, Bernacd
Perrin, my co—author,and I found many newitems. l also decided
to revamp itto Israel Philatelic Items. The new version includes
Post Ofhce Openings and other items. It is an epen source
book. Anyone and everyone is encourage to add a new listing,
It should soon be available from the Educational Fund.Now,
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that this is done,and my exhibit of Lundy Island Commercial
Covers (thanksto Michael Bale for geteing me interested in that)
isalmost redone, I willsoon turn my attention toa rewrite of The
Postal Stationer of Israel.

1 am asking all members to provide Tony Goldstone and me
with anything that you may have on the ropic. Please do not
send the actual material. Racher please send cleac JPEG scans
onaCD (and not, in ane-mail). [ fwe need the material, we will
ask forit. All text should be as an MS WORD document. All
listings should be as MSEXCEL (though I would not mind MS
WORKS -1 likeitberterthan EXCEL).

[ plan to start work in eacly 2012. You may ask: When will it be
done? GOOD QUESTION!!! I still have a regulac job. 1 also
have the auctions.am Religious Chair of my synagogue, am vice-
chair of the local Enviconmental Commission and am a shop
steward in my union (CWA LOCAL 1032). [And | was just
asked to get involved in next year's presidential campaign in a
leading position. I declined.] The Beatles had a song “Eight Days
a Week.” I need nine. So do not expect the new book for at least
two to three yeacs.

Sid Morginstin
Trenton,NJ »

Don

Thank you for researching the label with in Memory ot William
Bernstein of the Exodus. For years I have wondered about him.
Now with your article I will re-type the page and put your
information abour my stamp. Again thank you for your work.

Joe Weintrob
Norcfolk, VA »

M:. Donald Chaferz

[ read William Bernstein - Exodus 1948 article in The Israel
Philatelist, 8/2011, Either his understanding was/is wrong or he
did notgrasp that Leon Uris used poetic license. Leon Uris used
4 differenteventsin Exodus - the events and ships he used where
sailing by Aleyat Bet Out of Iraly not France - the throwing of
food over board also happened in Italy.

One of my neighbors was the youngest crew member on the
Haganah ship Exodus and his presentation in front of large
group of people was that the British killed 3 members on the
bridge outright so they could not sail ocher ships.

Please understand that while the Exodus was probably the most
famous and important of the blockage runners there were other
thar helped to create a state.

Leon Uris used the title Exodus as a comparison to the Hebrews
fleeing from the slavery of Egypr and the crossing of the Reed
Sea - and the Jews fleeing the ovens of Europe and crossing the
Mediterranean Sea.

Martin Schillec
New Rochell, NY «
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Don

Further to the article 7he

Eternal Jew Exbibition

in the August 2011 Israel

Philatelist, enclosed is

a postally used example

of the Wien card. The

aurhor stated that “items

from this exhibition are

difficult to obrain.” 1

believe that postally used

examples are even more

difficult to obrain. The

example shown appears to

be overfranked by 6pf, bur

in fact is properly franked

at 36pf (6pf postcard,

30pfregiseration). The 6pf

stamp on the left was cancelled at the exhibition and was thus not recognized by the post office when the card was mailed. Perhaps
our readers have other examples properly postally used exhibition cards.

Larry Nelson

Mantoluking, N]J = Tax Time

Letter to the Editor DonATE TO THE ENDOWMENT FUND
Tinkersto Eversto Chancebutin our partnership’s case, nothing FOR A TAx DepucTIiOoN

is left to chance. Dr. Jesse Specror, whose by-line has been seen
recently in our journal along with my name, is a person whose
love of philately plays right into my joy in finding the unusual
material for myself and others.

My friend Jesse is a retired hematologist and oncologist whose

Berkshires reputation is superb; he is a renaissance man. His

stamp collections were top drawer. His model train set which

covers a huge room was hand built during his waking hours to

relieve the medical pressures. He raises Lamas and goats and

exotic birds. During the winters of his well deserved retirement,

he takes history classes at Williams College and studies just as if * Price Lists * Mail Bids * Shows *
hewasseeking a Phi Beta Kappa key. He isanavid bicyclist and  Mdseun Contuliatiahs *
kayaker who twice transverses the three mile long Stockbridge, SR
MA bowl virtually every day. PR

*[nstructor: Numismatics of the Holy Land

His daughter, Laura, is a major United States athlete in the

biathalon. She finished 36th in the last winter Olympics. Specialises in the Numismatics of the
(htep://Awww.dartmouth.edu/~dartli
html#Tq64BomwF_Q.email). His wife, Patty, organizes and
administers the Josh Billingstriathlon in Srockbridge. Ancient to Modern Times

Jewish People and the Holy Land from

My contriburions as instigaror, is the one who provides the fodder
for the mill and starrs the digging process; Jesse is the one who
hits the home run in the bottom of the ninth in the seventh game
to win the World Series. May our partnership long continue.

Visitors are most welcome to our second Sunday of the month
meeting of the Berkshire Hills chaprer of the SIP in our Slst

year Contact me at rlmarkovits@aol .com if you wish ro attend. Box 785, Lutleton, @ 80160-0785

) Phonc =20 981 0785 € ¢l 303 9]¢ 8245 Fax 720-981 5345
Robert L. Markovits E mal: Bill@ Rosenblumcoins.con
Stockbl’ldgc, MA - \Vebstte' WW W 105En lLUUCO nscom
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Gregg Philipson, Austin, TX

FRANCE 1844 - 1944

Letter to: The President of the
Nancy France Jewish Community

166

Figure 1

Stampless cover sent to "Joseph Levylier president du consistoire israclite de Nancy”

ic. Joscph Levylier, President of the Nancy, France Jewish Community

Mailed from Dicuze, France which isacommunity inthe Lorraine area in
northeastern France and was part of Germany prior to World War I

Redbox PP:  postage paid
franco: postage paid
Postage fee: 3silver groschen
{from 20 miles to 30 miles)
Cancellation:  Dicuze 12 Sepr 1844 (52)

Letcer translation

“Following your two letters the commissioner and the Israelite
Community met today to elect four members to create the
administrative board and approved with their vores the four
members below:

We would like to notify to Mr. the President and gentlemen
from the consistory that the two Daniel and the two David are
brothers and therefore he mustonly select one of the two Davids
and one of the two Daniels.

We would like to request that you send us at your earliest
convenience the nominarion of two of the members.

Gentlemen, the undersigned have the honor with our deepest
respectof being your servants;”

Insming (not sure of the spelling I cannot read the word clearly,
bur it looks like a city name).

September 9th 1844.

wwivisraelscamps.com The Iscacl Philatelise-Qcrober 2011



Figurc 2
A Monsieur le Président du Consistoire Israélite
The text o the left side must be a note of the otwsier to yesnind himself of
something be bad to do: It states....
“Hrite to the President of the Commission of Toul (a city in France) to ask some
information”.

The horizontal rext on the cover reads “de Nancy ... a Nancy”, meaning that
ir was mailed from the city of Nancy re Nancy.

Postmark: the Republic {rest not readable)

Date: (18)45 17 May 62

Postage fec: nonc indicared

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE NANCY JEWS

Jews have been living in the Alsace area for hundreds of years.
Around 1470, a dozen Jewish families lived in Nancy but they
wereexpelled in 1477. During the 16ch cenrury, therewerea few
Jewish tamilies in the city.

There isa 1721 order by the ruling Ducal (Duke) formalizing the
Jewish community of Nancy by allowing four Jewish families to
reside in the town. In fact the Jews were already tolerated in the
community for one to two centuries.

In the city of Nancy, the Jews helped create some industries
(spinning, weaving, shoe factories, embroidery, blast furnaces),
and established a departmenc store. The Jewish neighborhood
was located near the synagogue at 17 Boulevard Joffre and the
Jewish Culrural Association Nancy, 55 rue des Ponts.

Edouard Vigncron, head of the “aliens section,” and hisassistant,
Pierre Marie, knew the Jews in their section and became triendly
with several of them. In July 1942, aroundup of Jews was planned
for Nancy after the great roundup in Paris. The Germans had
decided to purge northern France of Jews, and the first to be
deported were the aliens. The aliens section of the Nancy police
station learned abourt the impending roundup on July 19 at dawn,
when Vigneron was told that he and his staff had to round up all
alien Jews in the town. He summoned his deputy and another
five policemen under his command

and ordered them to forewarn all

400 Jews scheduled for deportation

the next day.

The policemen went from house to
house; those few alien Jews who
did not take the warning seriously
were arrested and deported, never
to return. On the moraing of July
19, nearly 350 Jewswerenotat home
and thus survived. In addition,
Vigneron saved many families with
forged identity cards bearing an
authentic French stamp without the
added word “Juit,” with which they

could reach the Unoccupied Zone of France.

Naucy Synagogue

On May 3, 1982, Yad Vashem recognized Edouard Vigneron as
Righteous Among the Nations.

Currently the Jewish community of Nancy numbers
approximately 450 families!

A Tragic FamiLY CONNECTION

Having recently acquired the two stampless covers from the
Alsace Lorraine area of France, [ found an interesting parallel
to our family.

First, just a litcle history of the area with a Jewish spin!

THe Towns oF TouL, NanNcy AND DiEuze

The Nancy synagogue was inauguratcd in
1788. It is the second oldest synagogue in
France and is still used.

In theyear 1806 adocumentof the “Assembly
of Notables” used for the first time the term
“Israelite” instead of Jewish. Note that the
senders of both covers have used the term
“Israelite.”

Toul

HoLocAusT SurvivaL R

Dinact-lbs. Mol &-Mizmser

Uwibiuiaiad

,,,,,,,,

En

Dieuze

Moyenvic /

/ Darde

[T

On 19 July 1942, the action of seven alien
section police officers at police headquarters in Nancy saved

about three hundred Jews during the roundup organized by the
Nazis.

The alien section monitored the actions and movements of non-
naturalized immigrancs. By the 1930°s there were already about
four hundred alien Jews, most from Eastern Europe in Nancy
who had to register at the police station.

The Istacl Phitatelist—= Ocrober 2011
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One of the covers was mailed from Dieuze France. Dieuze is a
Community in the Lorraine Area in northeastern France and
was part of Germany prior to World War.

My Uncle Jerry (Gerard M. Degenstein after whom [ am named),
my Grandparent’s only son and my Mother's only brother, was
killed in action hghting with the United States Army’s 26ch
Infantry Division during World War II. He was killed during
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a battle near the village of Moyenvic
in France on November 16, 1944. As
you can see from the mapthiswasnear
the town of Nancy. He was actually
buried in a United States Army
Cemetery named “Limey” that was
located in the village of Toul. (Please
refer to the map of the area) You will
notice that Toul is mentioned in the
stampless letter in Figure 2.

Figure 3 is a copy of a cover that
containedaletter tomy Mother from
my Uncle. The letter from my Uncle
is from APO 26 that indicates the

Uncle Jerry
Gerard M. Degenstein

United States Army 26th Infantry Division. [t is “free franked”

and written in my Uncle’s hand. What is most interesting is the
dateSeptember 13th 1944. This is almost exactly 100 years from
the date of the Figure | September 12th 1844 stampless cover.

Uncle Jerry was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and
Bronze Star medals. Material about my Uncle Jerry is currently
on display at the Holocaust Museum, Houston, Texas as part
of the Ours to Fight For exhibit. The exhibit tells the story of
Jewish American military participation in World War II.

o —
L ——— ——
e— /_‘__

Fa L & i |
Figure3
Uncle Jerry Degenstein cover
dated September 13, 1944
References:

I. heep:// www.kosherdelight.com/

2. FranceSynagoguesNancy. htm

3. heep//wwwlyadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/storics/vigneron.asp
4. herp://judaisme.sdv.fr/histoire/historig/anglais/history.htm
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Eretz Israel Museum

The Alexander Collection
in the Alexander Museum
of Postal History and
Philately in the Eretz Israel
Museum in Tel Aviv is an impressive assemblage of historicand
philatelic documents embracing six centuries of history in The

Holy Land.

Forover 50 years, Zvi Alexander hasworked diligently to build
the most significant collection of Holy Land postal hisrory.
The collection’s importance derives from its enormous scope,
the length of the historical
period it covers, and its unique
concentration of and
significant items.

rare

The Alexander collection depicts
the history of the Holy Land
through the eyes of a philatelist
and postal historian. Beginning
in the 15th century, through the pre-philatelic period, the
Turkish Post, Foreign Post Offices, World War I, the evolution of
Zionism, the development of agricultural settlements, the British

LLY IS ¢
&
ee

168

wwwisraclstamps.com

Mandate, the struggle for

independence, the [sraeli

War of Independence,
and up to thebirth of the State of Israel.

Highlights from The Alexander
Collection are on permanent
exhibit in the Eretz Israel
Museum Tel Aviv. 2, Haim
Levanon St. in the “Alexander
Museum of Postal History
and Philately.” The exhibit is
accompanied with a fascinating
book The Alexander
Collection — Milestones in the
Postal History of Holy Land.
The book can be purchase at the Museums gift shop.

Opening Hours

Sunday - Wednesday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 10a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday:  10a.m.-2p.m. =
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David J. Simmons, PhD. 2"l

Introducing Israeli Meter Marks

Editoras note: This was to be David.us first article in a series on Israeli meters. 1090BA-7317Y NYYR-Rs]
) . Sy o ‘ T5 > 010
Instead the detailed articles were published in the following issues: August and 31048 Aton . 4830 .7.n

October 2009, April, June and Octobeer 2010. ROTHSCHILD " HOSPITAL
£.0.8. 4540 Haifa, Israel

$00.639
US POSTAGE
5 POSTAGE
=
<
Q
S MAILED FR. 20705
Figurc | Examples f United States meter cancellatiens Figure 2 Examples ofIstaeli meter cancellations

The United States Postage Meter Stamp Catalogue defines a meter machine as “a franking device which prints impressions
indicating a postage value directly onto envelopes, and which records the amount of posrage used.”

W hile our modern meters usually display the postage paid and the town of origin as a single unit (Figure 1), Isracli meters separate
those tunctions (Figure 2). However, all machines provide space for commercial slogans (meter ads) to the left of the town mark

In the United States, the Bulletins of the Meter Stamp Society provide technical data on new machines, research patents, record
major/minor manufacturing differences in spacing, lettering and other design elements, and review the literature on meters. Irs

regularly updated Domestic and International catalogs'? systematize the information.

Before the age of e-mails, FAX and copy machines, “snail mail”... often meter-marked...
8 1%

was the way [ shared information with my colleagues in Israel. Their university and
hospital meter-ads were often pictorial, or commemorated some aspect of the history
of the institution.

References:

I.  Hawkins, J.A.and Stambaugh, R.: United States Postage Meter Stamp Catalog. 1994.

2. Hawkins, J.A. and Stambaugh, R.: International PostageMeter Stamp Catalog. 2005. =

For SaAtE - JOURNALS AND AucTiON CATALOGUES

Holy Land Philatelist Holy Land Postal History
complete, Vol. 1-7 + Index complete, #1-116, $125
(1975 $150
BAPIP Israel Philatelist, complete,

complete, #1-70 bound in 7 vols., $500  (Vol .1-24 as bound reprinrs), $400

Holy Land and Middle East Philately, complete Vol. 1-2,
missing only last issuc Vol. 3 #1, $50

Auction catalogues and price lists (contact for prices)
1. Complete run of Tel Aviv Auction catalogues
2. Longruns of the following: House of Zion, Negev Holyland, Siegel’'s Newsletter,
Mosden list
3. Various issues of Doron Waide, Wallach, Romano, Capirtal, etc.

Art Groten, PO Box 30, Fishkill, NY 12524 artgroten@optonline.nct
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Mosden Trading Corp.
P.C. Box 369
Willision Park
New York 11596
Phone (516) 741-0993

Send SASE for FREE specialized
Catalog of our Bi-Monthly Auction

You will find a lot of bargains
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Jesse |. Spector M.D. and Robert L.Markovits Esq.

The Black Death, Cholera
and the Stigma of Religion

F rom the beginning of time more humans have died of microbial disease (which includes viruses,
bacteria and parasitic infections) than from any other medical affliction. In addition, whereas
conflicts and wars have taken their unending toll on human existence as well, dying from religious zeal
is certainly a winner in the category of unanticipated, unnatural causes of death.

Well now, with this less than auspicious introduction to a philatelic study behind us, the authors hope to
encompass not only the notoriety of the disease/religion connection, but to address as well the philatelic
solution to the resulting problem of transmission of mail in times of plague. We will address the “big
picture” of the infamous Black Death or bubonic plague (actually plagues, since they recurred over many
centuries), but will specifically attend to the more contemporary plagues of the nineteenth and twentieth

centuries resulting from cholera, and how it applies to the philatelic cover we present. A daunting subject,

but in the end hopefully both informative, and, shall we say, life-saving?

Busonic PLAGUE BACKGROUND

Plagues and religion have lived symbiotically for centuries, and
only within the contemporary time span of scveral more decades
than that of a currently living ocrogenarian has mankind broken
the chain of madness. It is the recurring
nature of great pestilence through centuries
of medical ignorance that superstition,
fear and prejudice have ruled the roost.
The middle ages saw recurring episodes
of bubonic plague, a bacterial infection
cransmitted by rodent carriers and their
flea compatriots, which, in association
with unhygienic living conditions whereby
humans came in contact with rodent droppings, led to infection
and death. The most infamous of these plagues was rhe great
plague of the fourteenth century in which half the population of
England and twenty five million Europeans succumbed.

Thcculprit

It would be many centuries, and the advent of the microscope,
before the birth of a science that studied microorganisms
and associated them with disease. Until chis enlightenment
occurred, there remained an open field for a mystihed, fearful
public to ascribe the cause of plague ro punishment for man’s
unfaithfulness, pursued by either the wrath of God or the wicked
intentions of Satan.

CHOLERA
Recurring epidemics of bubonic plague, with lesser death tolls

1760

www.istaclstamps.cosm

were part of recorded hisrory
into the nineteenth century,
when  cholera  epidemics,
resulting from infection with
the bacterium Vibrio cholcrae
rook precedence.  Cholera
is transmitted chrough the
consumption of contaminated
drinking water, and while less
terrible than the antecedent
bubonic plague, still resules
in upwards of 130,000 deachs
worldwide yearly. Whereas
we now understand the cause,
transmission, preventative
measures and treacment of these diseases, such thart a philatelic
writer can expound on the subject with seeming autherity, it
must be recalled chat from theearliest records the etiology was
attributed to the wrath or malice of unseen powers. This was
as true in pagan times for the Greeks and Romans, as it was in
rhe days of the Old Testament, whereby divine punishment was
meted out as payment in kind for sin. Assuaging the Almighty,
be it with che prayers of the high priest Aaron, or with King
David’s burnt offerings. the theory remained the same: God'’s
anger, plagues and appeasement were interrelared.

And it was from these fears and superstitions that the early
Christian Church developed irs own dogma that would persist
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and expand over the subsequent almost two millennia:
the church preached the necessity of atonement for
sins committed against God, and would hold hostage
those considered non-believers and devil’s disciples for
abetting the plaguc du jour in any onc era.

Buc additionally, and inadvertencly, the Church
unconsciously abetted che plague ieself in a most unusual
manner through theological dogma. Indecd, while we
now realize the association between unhygienic living
with the transmission of bubonic plague and cholcra,
yet, ineriguingly from the Oricne to Western Europe in
centuries past, glorification of God wasnot infrequently
equated with the abasement of the body resulting in the

Messes. FERD. BALLER & CO.
MESSINA,
SICILY.

salvation of the soul. It was thought chat cleanliness
represented pride, whereas uncleanliness represented
humilicy. The lives of Saints Anthony, Abraham. Sylvia,
Euphraxia, Mary and Stylites. are replete with reference to
abstention from baching that makes for difhcule pre-prandial
reading. The words of John Weslcy that “cleanliness is ncar akin
to godliness™ did not secp into rcligious tenants until a much
later cime. Certainly, the tenets of revered Saints would impacta
society inerinsically ignorant of the bencfitsofhygienc, let alone
augmentcd by the abysmal or non-cxistent means for hygiene in
most European cities of the middlc ages.

Finally, before bringingyou into the flight of rhe modern age, we
must address a final disquieting chapter in the repercussion to
plague, as a byproduct of theological ideology. To avert God's
wrath it was believed that gifts to the church of land, money or
establishment of shrines might save a town from the scourge of
plague. Additionally, thwattingSacan’s mischiefwas an ¢ssential
contributing philosophy. And thisalasis where the demonization
ofJewsand those labeled as witchesime into play.

JEwisH “IMmunmy”

The fact that Jews demonstrated a significantly lowcr mortalicy
during epidemics of plaguc gavc rise to chinking that they were
protected as Satan’s emissaries. Whatis ludicrous to us was deadly,
and we do meandcadly, scrious to a frightened, threatencd society.
Truth be cold, their “immunity” was morc likely a result of a
more pronounced sanitary systemand hand washingtradition of
Jewish law and custom, including abstinence from certain foods.
Thcirlot was to be humanssacrifices to propitiate the Almighty’s
wrath and to thwart Satan. Jcws were tortured and murdercd
throughout Europe. At the rime of rthe Black Death twelve
thousand were slaughtered in Bavaria, three thousand in Erfurt,
rwo thousand in Strasburg, and on and on across the contincnr
of Europe. Onc man, Popce Clement. staod against the onslaught,
offering mercy to Jews.

Witcheraft, a belicf still incrinsic to large parts of the world today
(as incredible as chis is for mosr of us to conceive) resulted in
both Catholic and Protestant persecution of those believed to
be accessories to the spread of plague throughout the fifteenth
to seventeenth centuries. Torture and death of those suspected
were carried out in the most gruesome manner concocted by the
minds of men.

CoMMERCIAL BACKGROUND

With our historical perspective in place the philatelic cover we
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Figure!

nowdescribe will hopefully become much more meaningful now
that you arc among the elite of plague experts.

On August 28, 1885 a lcteer wasposted in Baltimorc:, Maryland.
senr from Dix & Wilkins to the firm of Messrs. Ferd. Baller &
Co. in Messina, Sicily (Figure 1). The firms maintaincd regular
contact with one another; of this wearc most cerrain. We deduce
rhis by the correspondence being through a United Statcs
stamped envelope, Scott Catalog U179, a five cent international
rate Zachary Taylor, type 2, imprintedwith the Sicilian company
address. Clearly the European company had regular dealings in
the United States or it would not have imprinted envelopes for
delivery to Sicily with the company address on U.S. stationary
with the prepaid international postage rate for single letcer
delivery. The return address is an oval, stamped imprint with
centered, variable-dace capability, as evidenced by the same date
as the large Baltimore CDC (circular duplex cancclation.)

Dix and Wilkins was a large shipping company with Baltimote

being a major arrival and destination center for European and

South American steamship lines. Ferdinand Baller & Company

was a “house of commercc” bascd in Messinaandsolelyowned by

Charles Christian Robert Victor Sarauw, the head of the Iralian
branch of the Danish patrician
family Sarauw, whose German
roots sprcad over a large part of
the world.

Carlo, as he was called, was born
in Mcssina, Sicily on January
12, 1846, cducated in Swiss and
German schools, and acquired
his cxpertisc in commerce at
Quakearea Broberg & Co. in Copenhagen.
December28, 1908 In 1854 he cntcred commereial
business with his father, and subsequently established business
associations in New York. In 1877 he became president
of Ferdinand Baller & Co. The Arm survived the Messina
earrhquake of 1908 bur subsequently relocated to Catania,
Sicily. Most interestingly, Carlo was a delegate for the Italian
government to the 1919 Paris Peace Conf erence at Versailles.

Messina, lealy
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HipbeN MesSAGE—THE SuiT

Now, all said to this point may be of historical interest indeed,
bur that still makes a five cent cigar worth five cents. Turn this
cover over however, and we find the reason for a premiumbeing

choleraepidemics in 1849, 1866 and 1873, butnotin 1885. [taly
experienced choleraepidemicsin 1866-67 and 1884-85. Aha you

say there is the answer-Italy.

applied to it (Figure 2). No, you
missed it if you concentrate on the
rwo circular receiving markings,
although their significance will
come into play shortly; rather, it’s
the barely noticeable 25 mm slit
located slightly to the left of center
in the midline of this envelope.

= T T

That dear reader is the crux of

this cover, the pi¢ce de résistance

for our historical dialectic to

this point. The slit, known as a

chisel slit, was one form of subtle

intrusion in order to disinfect the

contents of the envelope from potential harmful pathogens, i.e.
plague. Other methods of intrusion included rastel holes and,
contemporaneously, irradiation of envelopes. The nineteenth
century methods utilized thepassage of fumes of nitricor sulfuric
acid into the envelope via the created openings, or alternatively
scorching the incised area. Another approach was to splash or
soak the mail with vinegar.

Success RATE

You may ask, how successful were these methods in making the
mail,sotospeak, fitforconsumption? Well,toanswer the question,
author Jesse [. Spector M.D., arguably the more knowledgeable
with regard to medical issues, would affirm the medical axiom
that “one can’t be part pregnant.” The bottom line is that short
of irradiating the envelopes none of the methods subscribed toat
the time were capable of eradicating microorganisms; thus, the
postal treatment was a time-consuming method of assuaging the
mind, not the disease.

WHy DISINFECT?

As a final philatelic note is the issue of cholera epidemics in kraly
and the United States at the time of this mailing in 1885, and
the rationale for fumigaring thisenvelope. The U.S. experienced

Tomm Qises o B
Napies Arerws @
Sajemo
Ca 0ola memare g & Maiers o
By "y Ehom Potenza [rom ~
Tarenio 8
Tyrmenian
Se
L d ° . yne
*
ola £, Can

s
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Well, that being the case,
there would have been no
need to disinfect the letter
whenmailed from America,
where an epidemic did not
f exist, and it would make
no sense to disinfect the
letter in Iraly since it
would be arriving from
a “clean” country. There
is where author Robert
L. Markovits deduced
the philatelic teuth: the
obverse of the envelope
reveals two receiving
markings. The latter, that at the point of delivery at Messina, is
clearly identifiable. The initial point of entry is far more difficult
to decipher due to a relative degree of obscuration of the cancel.
Robert suggests that Brindisi on the east coast of Italy would
be a likely port of entry, and indeed, shipping maps support
this supposition. The rationale for disinfecting the letter would
have been its arrival in Messina from an area of plague in Italy, a
satisfactory conclusion to the question raised.

Figure 2

CoNcLUSION

Disease, death and dogma over centuries- how manifestly
disquieting to the contemporary mind are the discredited belief's
of past ages. Yet recall how within our own lifetime far-fetched
ideas have inculcated the thinking of people. Only with shear
stoicism do we tolerate the preposterous and the irrational, still
SO persuasive a part of civit society.

We began our discussion with a theme of biology, religion and

philately. We end witha reminder to not assume we have come so

faras to be smugabout our own time: for, to our embarrassment,

some of today's science will likewise in the future come undone.

References:

1. huep://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cholera.jpg

2. hzp//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beak _doctor_cosrume

3. huepy//www.william-shakespeare.info/bubonic-black-plague-world-
hiscory htm

4. hrp://www.svms.santacruz.k12.ca.us/pertalii/Plague.heml

5. hup://earthquake.usgs.gev/earthquakes/world/events/1908_12_28.
php

6. hup://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mappa_tetremoto_1908.jpg. *

Remember

Dues can be paid using
PayPal on the SIP web site

www.israelstamps.com
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Romano House of Stamps Sales

YOUR PLACE IN THE HOLY LAND

From early Holy L.and postcards to Wars and settlements post.

From 20th century Europe stamps to the Far East.

From memories of battles and courage to noblemen autographs.

In our auctions you will also find the right color of money, from Ancicnt
coins and medals to modern banknotes.

We keep expanding the material we handle, and think you will enjoy
the variety.

So remember to Ask for Romano Auction Catalog, and visit our web site at
www.Romano.stampcircuit.com.
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Michael Bass, Chagin Falls, OH

Folded Letters from the
Holy Land 1350 — 1852

Private MESSENGER MaiL 1687

Route: Nazareth to Aveiro, Portugal =

Sent  July 6, 1687

To:  Nobel Woman Maria de Guadalupe Of Lancastre,
6th Duchess of Aveiro

Correspondence of special importance or written by nobility was
often sent by a private messenger. The letters were transported
quicker and with an assurance that the contents would not be
compromised during the journey.

Sender’s location and date in manuscript

MEeRCHANT LETTER 1688
Route: Aschelon to Livorno, [raly
Sent:  July 1688 (date in manuscript)

Writer was shipping cotton worth 34 piasters via
Captain Marin to Alexandria.

Routing instruction in manuscript
indicace transport via ship.
“Par le Cape Jacques Marin q.D.C7
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EccLesiasTic LETTER 1707

(Moines Ambulanrs - Wandcring Monks)
Jerusalem to Vienna, Austria Via Acrc and Livorno
Senr: 5 May 1707

j’ﬁf%m/% b

7

Clergy living in the Holy Land from

the 17th through the early 19th cen- i e e s 558 w‘@g_&
Lo WM“
oA

turies were rcquired to communi- A pmnd o) o

Mfw-é’-&nﬁpa ey
cate with their orders in Europe. As z ;. oy .;‘“j"‘?“‘ ﬁ
there were no formal mail services . it e e
caend

B e

“

st S, v
”“*M«ng(m..ﬁ;-wgfmy
Imtand fime am{a-},:

AR e %.-M w&y&»ﬁm

available to the public, the clergy
was dependent on emissaries, travel-
ing monks and the visiting religious

pilgrims to transport their letters. i, "
Hand carrying messages by “moines  [* .
ambulants” was a normal practice ' o Letter signed by Father Jacobus Be
for ecclesiastical communications. . : « ...~ kb Luca, the “Guardian of the Sacred
Important persons and clergy had - aosliny. / Mount Zion and Custodian of the
privileges of “free” mail. e Whole Holy Land, Jerusalem.”
Mayaf,ﬁf
/fM,;L

The symbol for “free” transmission
was indicated by a diagonal bar

crossing the entire address side of the letter.

hrep://ww.nationsenlin:.org/oncwarld/inap/geogle_map_italy.hem

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Members and Non-Members. Advertising
rates are 20¢ per word and the minimum cost

is $4.00 per ad. You must send payment with
the ad.

Each paid up member is entitled to onc free 15
word ad each year. [f you want your free ad to
appear more than onc time, ask for the rates.

Send all ads and payments to Classified Ad
Editor: Barry D. Hoffman, 291 Spurwink
Ave, Cape Elizabeth, Maine 04107. Include a
SASE if you expect correspondence. Typed ad
appreciated. Members can fax free ads to (617)

266-6666, or @mail: pakistan@riac.ncr.

B WANTED: First New Year rtabbed
commercial  covers,  rates,  origirs,
destinations. Pleasc send scans, prices to

E -mail: jeanpaul.danon@free.fr or Jean-Paul
Danon, 157 Avenue de Malakoft. 75116, Paris,
France. =

The Isr el Philacelist—-Ocrober 2011

B PALESTINE MANDATE: We have che
stamps you nced. From singles to complete
collections. Varicties, SPECIMEN, stationary,
plate blocks and more. Contact Zc'ev Galibov
andinctease the worch of your collection today.
®mail: zcev@galibov.com. «

® BUY/TRADE: Mint, non-hinged and

ood condition definitive platc blocks.
Scng an e-mail for a list of wanrs/trades to
@mail: minissecn@bigpond.ner.au,  post:
Dr. Nissen, Unit 201/461 St. Kilda Road,
Melbourne, VIC 3004, Australia. e

8 JUDAICA Themarcic Society: Specializing
in Judaica themed stamps from around the
world (exc]udlng Israel), G. Goodman, 26
Dunbabin road, Liverpool, L15, 6 XN, England,
U.K.@mail: ilrtlilil_'d[i(m-itIL\LJL"IL'II\'(;J'NI aralk,
net, »

M JUDAICA/ISRAEL: Jewish rheme items,
stamps, coins. religious arricles, anriques,

www.israelstamps.com

bought/sold. Bick, Box 854, Van Nuys, CA
91408, 818-997-6496, EDmail: ibick

sbeglobal.net, www.bick.net. =

B WANTED:Isracltouristtypcacrogrammes
{pikolets) and regular acrogrammes with
cachets. A. Goldstone, 166 Bury Old Road,
SalfordM7 4QY, England. -

W ISRAEL COVERS: 100 for $60 postpaidto
USA addresses. These willbc mostly commercial
but may include FDC and philactclic covers.
Negev Holyland, PO Box 8101, Trenton, NJ
08650.s

R DOARIVRICOMMERICAL COVERS:
10 for $50 postpaid to USA addresses. My
choice. Negev Holyland, POBox8101, Trenton,
NJ 08650. =

B EXPRESS MAIL,SPECIALDELIVERY:
collecror sceks to find others of similar inrerest.
markovits@aol.cotn. =
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EccLesiasTic LeTrer 1721
(Moines Ambulanrs - Wandering Monks)

Sender's location and date in manuscript

/ .%4547 %/u/agfa ve a%try 721

To:  Jerusalem Local delivery
Sent: 24]June 1721
Letter dispatched by the Holy Order

EccLesiasTiC LETTER 1737
(Moines Ambulants - Wandering Monks)

To: Jerusalem via Acre to Cyprus
Sent: 20 April 1737
Hand carried

Oval wax  seal
embossed with
Jerusalem  Cross
inscribed “VICARI
TERRA SANCTA”
(Vicars of the Holy
Land)

i76 www.israclstamps.com

EccLesiasTic LeETTER 1731
(Moines Ambulanrs - Wandering Monks)

To: Jerusalem to Vienna, Austria
24 May 1731
From: Cusore of Roman Catholic Order

Sent:

r

Gz

o

Embossed oval  seal of {
‘SIGILLUM CUSTODIS
TERRE SANCTAE” (Keeper
of the seal of the Holy Land)
with Jerusalem Cross in center.
Written in Latin by ecclesiastics
and entrusted to members of

their order who were traveling
back to Austria.

EccLesiasTic LETTER 1738
(Moines Ambulants - Wandering Monks)

To: Jerusalem via Acre to Livorno
Sent: 4 September 1738
Hand carried

]
23rdhandcarried lecter

Oval embossed
Jerusalem Cross
seal inscribed
“VICARI TERRA
SANCTA”

to be continued
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NEWS FROM THE

ISRAEL PHI

¥380 INun

Israel Juilpul

Rescue Forces
giving it their all

75th Anniversary
Israel Philharmonic Orchestra

e

LATELIC AGENCY

WRIYD 72T AR
Israeli Football Legends

il ol 35 kbl

k
b
f
¢

900900008000 809000000000]

The Valley Railway

ATM Seasons Greeting

B To purchase these items contact a local dealer or write to: :
Israel Philatelic Agency of North America, Dept. 1P-11
460 West 34 Street, New York, NY 10001-2320
Call Toll Free 1-800-607-2799
9am. -5 p.m.
— <
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THE ISRAEL PHILATELIST
WEBSITE ARCHIVE LIBRARY PROJECT

Vicki Galecki
Emily Goldberg
Brian Gruzd
Bea Helft
Sheldon Katz
W,
Samuel Adicoff a.lter Levy
- David Matlow
Michael Bass |
e Bl Michael Mehr
DJe -;eé g ef Gordon Mclntyre
o - anOVYICZ Gregg & Michelle Philipson
Melvin Chafetz
- Blake Sugarberg
Donald Chafetz i
Henry & Rosalyn Frank obert Waldman

Anonymous - 1

YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO THE FUTURE OF THE SIP
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Society Of Israel Philatelists 2011 Endowment Fund

HALL OF FAME

Please join us in thanking the following friends and supporters of the SIP Endowment Fund.

You are truly investing in the future of Holy Land philately!

With your help, we can reach our $15,000 goal

Special Society Gifting
$10,000 from
Israel Plate Block Society

Our deepest gratitude ro
David Lebson, Nancy Fishman Bloom
and all IPB members
Special Thanks to the

Baltimore SIP Chapter
for gifting the Endowment

as they close their chapter

Philadelphia SIP Chapter

for gifting the Endowment
as they close their chaprer

Moses

Special Society Gift
Berkshire Hills Chapter

in honor of the Chapter’s 50th Anniversary and
Rabbi Harold Salzman, George Frankel, original members

King David

Michael & Faye Bass Kenneth Horner
Dr. Jonathan Becker Reynold & Bette Paris

Stanley Davis
Jerry Satlow/Philadelphia Chapter

Ql.leen Esther

Brian Gruzd

Dr. Tamar Earnest
Henry & Rosalyn Frank

i

S In Memoriam

From Gregg & Michelle Philipson in memory of
Mr. Jack Schwartz

From Dallas Chapter of SIP in memory of
Manny Marx
From Dick & Betty Barson in memory of

Marvin Jaffe

Miriam

Dick & Betty Barson David Lebson

Sydney Bash

Dr. Nachman Brautbar
Len Dolgoy

Doris & Leo Dreyfuss
Harriet Epstein

Dr. Uriel Federbush
Lawrence Goldman
David Gursky

Dr. Benjamin Izsak
Robert]. Lesser
David Matlow
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Thomas Nelson

Dr. Henry Nogid
Stephen Olson
Frank Polasky
Howard Rotterdam
Stephen Shimmin
Dr. Joel Silbert
Fred Strauss
Robert Waldman
Anonymous - 1

Chaim Bendicof f
Rachel Braun
Dr. Jules Cahan
Robert J. Cohen
Jules Cohen
Jerome Forman
Elaine Frankowski
Saul Frommer
Vicki Galecki
Dr.Errol Genet
Dr. Todd Heller
Dr.Barry Herman
Lawrence Karz
Samuel Kessler

www.israelstamps.com

Yechiel Lehavy
Michael Lipstein
Fuad Mosden
LW. Nelson
Sol Novick
Seymour Nussenbaum
Gregg & Michelle Philipson
Maurice Roth
Blake Sugarberg
Scoce Turner
Graeme Wilson
Maxime Zalstein
Martin Zelenietz
Anonymous - 3
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Justin Gordon, OD, Chicago, IL

Ghetto Mailman

— Warsaw Ghetto

“The letter carrier’s lot is an unhappy one. He rises at five in the morning and works till nine, ten in the
evening and in spite of that, he receives no weekly wage, but gets paid by the piece—six groszy per letter, and
after subtracting all taxes and contributions to “social insurance” from which bhe, as a_Jew, cannot benefit
according to the canons of the occupation authorities, but for which he enjoys the privilege of paying, there
bhardly remains five groszy net. The delivery of one hundred, even one hundred and fifty letters a day nets
him a ridiculous sum, when a loaf of black bread costs between 22 and 24 groszy...””

This ische life of a ghetto postman in the Warsaw Ghettoduring

the Holocausr. This was penned by Perez Opacynziki, a talented
Yiddish writer, in an essay The Ghetto Post Man for the Oneg
Shabbat Archives. He was a post man by need, and a writer by
profession. What I would like ro do is rake excerpts from his
observations and combine rhem with what we know abourt the
postal system of the ghetto. This gives me a unique opportunity
to describe the gherto postal system wirth commentary from
within.

ONEG SHaBBAT GROUP

The Oneg Shabbat Group was composed of writers, teachers
and observers who gathered every Friday night (thus the name
Oneg Shabbat) ung’er the tutelage of Emmanuel ngelblum
a historian, to record life and death in the ghetto for posterity.
These observations, diaries, notes and stories were gathered
and placed in four milk cans and buried before the ghetto was
destroyed. Three of rhe four milk cans were recovered after the
war to give us insighr into life in the Warsaw Ghetto.

Opacynzikiwasone of the first selected by Ringelblum for “both
his politics and his prewar accounts of Polish-Jewish poverty
and spiritual decline. It was Opacynziki, whom Ringelblum
trusted implicitly, to produce what is probably che major corpus
of Yiddish reportages in the Warsaw Ghetro.™ (Editor’s note:
1be fidl story of the Ringelblum archives, from their origin to
their biding to their discovery, can be found in Samuel K assow.as
excellent book Viho Will Write Our History? Rediscovering a
Hidden Archive from the Warsaiw Ghetto. Fintage Books, 2009.)

GENERAL GOUVERNMENT

Poland was the first waerime conquest of the Third Reich. On
September I, 1939 the invasion rook placeand within twoweeks
the country was vanquished. The Nazis created rhe General
Gouvernment in the center of Poland, which became a quast
province of the Reich. This also became the killing ground of
the Reich because the concentration and death camps were set
up there.

[n order to better control rhe Jews the Nazis created Jewish
Ghettos® in each of the cities under the control of the General
Gouvernmenr. A section of each city was designated che ghetto
area and all Jews had to move intro these areas. Within these

ghettos a form of government was set up called the “Judenrar.”

The Judenrat would establish city services, which included the
post office. “Until the gherto was closed the Jews had access to
the main Post Office, bur they had ro use only one window and
form a line ro the left.™ “In Deecember 1940-January 1941 the
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The Warsaw
Ghetto

M check points into
the Ghetto

8 postal boxes in black X
3 Post Offices in red

postal services within the Warsaw ghetto were turned over ro
the Judenrar.”

On November 28, 1940 Chaim Kaplan observed in his diary:

“The police are leaving and the Jewish police will inherit their

place. The same applies to the post office; Jews working for the

Judenrar will head it and all the jobs there will be filled by Jews.™

GHeTTO PosTt OFFICE

Starting on January 19, 1941 the ghetto post ofhce moved to
19 Zamenhof Street (A on the map), the postal cancelation
assigned to this post office was designated C1, where there was
a preexisting post office. Two other sites were set up as Postal
substations: 20 Ciepla Street (B) was set up as a parcel receiving
and sorting station and 32 KrochmalnaSrreet (C) was the leteer-
sorting and delivery office. There were 8 yellow mail boxes placed
throughout the ghetto for the populatton of almost 400,000
to use. The big cry from the population was that there are not
enough.

“A Jewish Postman? Eh you should be well! Tell me, please, whom
do you want? Whom are you looking for? F¥e know everyone; you
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won't have to search long. Do you see, people, luck is with us—we
alread y have a Jewish postinan, just like in Palestine.”

Theyellow postal boxes were placed by or near buildings used by
the Judenrac. They were located: “in the gateway of the Judenrat
at 26 Grzybowska (1), on the corner of Leszno and Karmelicka
Streets (2), on the corner of Panska and Marianska Streets (3),in
the gateway of the post office at 19 Zamenhof Street (4), in the
gateway of 5 Tlomackie Street (5), at 10 MuranowskaStreet near
Muranowski Square (6), on the corner of Franciszkanska and
Bonifraterska Street (7),and on the corner of Gesia and Smocza
Streets (8).” The mail boxes were emptied between 4 and 6 PM,
letters were censored overnightand handed to the Deutsch Post
Osten in the morning.

“..Hho...could have thought that the “ Jewish Post Office” was by the
Germans a“storehouse for mail,” that the real post office was located
on Napoleon Street, outside the limits of the ghetto, and that the

community did not receive from the Germans a groszy in support
of the “Jewish Post Offece...”

PosTaL OPERATIONS
“The Judenrat had to cover all the expenses connected with the
operation of the postal services in the ghetto. Therefore there
were extra charges or surtax on all postal services (sending
and delivering of letters. packages, and telegrams) which were
intended to make postal activities in the ghetto possible.”™ All
monies collected by the ghetto post office went to the Deutsch
Post Osten, the governmental post otfice. This was the surtax that
Opacynziki complained about above in the opening paragraph.

“Postal employees were employed on a piece-rate system, being
paid, according tosome sources 6 groszy a letter...others indicate
the postal workers received 10 percent of the surcharge...not
only the number of delivered letters was important but also the
district where they had their route—at more prosperous area
they could count on tips.”

This table shows the surcharge on each of the items.delivered.

Lettersand postcards. ordinary, inland 20gc
Lettersand postcards, ordinary, foreign 30gr
Registered mail 30gr
Special Delivery SO gc
Ordinary inland packets 20 gc
Ordinary foreign packets 30gr
Repackingof damaged packcts 20gc
Printed master 10 gr

All mail coming into the ghetto post office was marked with a
rectangular hand stamp containing the date and “R.Z. w.W”,
Rada Zydwala wWasziewie (Jewish Council of Warsaw) (Figure
1) onchefirstline,and *S.P.D.Z.” (Post Office ofJewish Discrict)"

Asecondcache (Figure #2) applied to the cover or card indicated
theamount thatis expected at delivery (surtax). The letter carrier
had to collect the surrax then hope that he would ger a tip.
Opacynziki commented on the diff erent types of people in the
ghetto and their willingness to tip.

PusLic OPINiON
“The attitude toward the Jewish letter carrier could be classified
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according to population groups. He was best received by the simple

folk, worst by the intellectuals and the Hasidin. The simple folk
not only paid the service charge but also gave the letter carrier a ferw
groszy as a tip. They did it naturally, without compulsion, in the
understanding that each o fus wants ra live.”

On the other hand, the demeanor of the bourgrois intellectuals,
particularly the doctors, vis-a-vis the letter carrier bordered on
hostility “the letter carrier vanked in importance the same as a
government employee. They never gave a tip.”

The Hasidim, though, were mainly trade’s people, and if they
were not merchants, as such, they bad learned the laws of buying
and selling, and none of them would offer one groszy above the
established price. lf the Hasiddid differ from the intellectual it was
by the demand that the letter carrier speak Yiddish, but even this,
it seems, was more politics than genuine impulse, more appearance
than Yid dishress....

A)udenrac Committeeran the Post Office, employing 94 people,
6+ being letter carriers who delivered che mail. The agreement
regarding mail service for the Jews of the Warsaw Gherro was
concluded between the chairman of the Jewish Council Adam
Ceerniakow, and the director of the Post Office. No. CI in
Warsaw Ghetto was opened on January 15, 1941. Amongother
chings, ir stated that the Council would handle all outgoing
and incoming mail. using persons authorized for this work
(Postempf angbeauftragte); that the German post office would
arrange a special exchange office (Postaustauschstelle): and the
Jewish Council would pay for the maintenance of this ofhce
while making a cash accounting on a daily basis."

BAaTTALION PEOPLE
“The battalion people are a special chapter in the life of the Jewish
post office. They were Polish speaking, the beirs to the “stnnendrik-s.”
[t was they who brought with them the military ovder of the
Gevrman work gangs, where they [amerly were section leaders.....

1be battalion people absolutely refused to utter a single word in
Yiddish.

They bad their set of morals. Being approxinately sixty of a total
number of one hundred letters carriers, the power resided in their
hands. They posted their men at the door where packages of mail
were issued. The distributor of the packages, too, was to their men,
andnaturally favored the battalion men by giving thewm packages for
therichest streets, houses with easy stairs to climb, clean apartments
and good tips, while the others received packages for distribution in
the povrest streets and alleys with houses having stairs in poor repair,
dark cellars, damp attics impregnated with ty phus gevms.”

R.Z.w W,
2VIM-,

Figure | Figurc 2
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LiFeLINE PACKAGES
“Packages are a whole story in themselves; they were the lifcline
toward ghetto survival. It can be assumed, however that the
majority of the packages that reached the ghetto were not
tailored toaid people in severe distress. Packages containing up
to four and half pounds of food arrived through the mails from
locations both wichin the General government and abroad. The
small packages sent from locations within the occupied lands
usually contained flour, bread, cooking fats, grains, etc., while
packages that came from abroad, particularly from neutral
countries, were filled with coffee, chocolate, rice, sardines,
condensed milk, etc. The lacter were item of great value in the

ghetto and were usually bartered for quantities of more basic
foodstu ffs.”"?

“Thre packages from Russia arvived not only well wrapped in linen
and sealed with seven seals to prevent pilferage, but they contained
food which was here highly prized. The relatives from Russia sent
vice, tea coffee, chocolate and, at the beginning, even whisky and
tobaceo, too. They sent smoked meats, salumi, bacon, cheese and
butter and even caviar. When a Warsaw Jew received such a
package, he could sell a part of it, as, for cxample, tea, coffee, tobacco,
and whisky, for good money, which was enough to live on for several
weeks.... At the homes where the packages ayrived vegularly they
experienced no want.”

PostAL CENSORSHIP

“The question of postal censorship in the ghetto is interesting
and nor completely clear. The censor office was at 27 Grzbowska
Street; as one mighrexpecr. its task was tocontrol correspondence
between the ghetro and the external world so that it did not
violate the restrictions imposed by the Germans.™*

Cards and letters went through 27 Grzbowska Strect and were
read by the censors. If they passed a small boxed censor marking
wasapplied to the cover (Figure 3). “As a rule Jewswere allowed
to send letters within the General Gouvernment, to states under
the control and political influence of the Reich, and to neutral
countries. Each was censored with a small rectangular marking
stating the word ‘Judenrac Warsaw.™"

There were five different two line censor markings applied to
the upper lett of the upper of the card, to the left of the mid line
above the sender’s address.

Mail continued to be sent our of the ghetto until about July
23, 1942. Every single piece was censored. In my personal
observations of mail coming out of the Warsaw Ghetto their
destinations were all over cthe world.

Records kept and reported in the Gazeat Zydowska (Jewish
Gazette) indicate that“from July I to 22,1942 chere were 99.042
lecters and postcards, 1881 registered letters, and 9,292 letcers
abroad sent...” In October after the end of the extermination
Aktion, 6060 letters and cards, and 114 registered letcers were
sent out of the ghetto®®

“When the letter carrier retirns home at night to his wife and
children and a cold house, with his meager earnings of the day, bhe
was in a state of irritation from the endless arguments. He was
haunted by the scenes of poverty and misery that he witnessed
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Postal card senc to Grzybosiski Streer in the Warsaw Gherro. Ie has the
boxed receiving cancel to mark itsarrival in rhe Ghetco and the circular
hand stamp with the surcax. Postmarked March 11, 1941 from the
Watsaw Ghetro pose office.

! CTUDENRAT)
| wARSCHAU

219 Rense, 730

Ly N

Post card sent from che ghetto and canccled ar postal station Cl and
dared June 21, 1941, to Belle Harbor, Long Island, New York. T he small
rectangular “Judenrar Waesaw™ markingall in capital leeters. was applied
at 27 Grzbowska Street as well as the German censor marking.

h

www.israelstamps.com

Figure 3 %

JEWISH COUNCIL [WARSAW in
in capital lecters— red or black
12x6mm
2 I.mos:mwrl JEWISH COUNCIL |WARSAW in
| WARSCHAUI | i capital lecters— red
approximately 19x8mm
3 JEWISH COUNCIL | WARSAW
Varschau only the J and W 11 x6 mm in
leccers red
4 |Fudenzat] [ JEWISH COUNCIL | WARSAW in
Varschau purple only
14 x 6 mm
S JEWISH COUNCIL WARSAW
Warschau | inred 15 x9 mm
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POSTKARTE

JUDENEA

A postal reply card usually attached to a government issued postal
card to be used for a reply from the person receiving the card. Usually

sent overseas anriciparing a response. It was sent from Buenos-Aires,
Argentina. The card was canceled at postal station Ci on Ocrober 18,

1941. A rectangular “Judenrac Warsaw™ censor in capital letters was
applied at 27 Grzbowska as well as a Nazicensor marking.

CARYE POSTALE

Comité “RELICO”

52, rue des Paquis
GENEVE (Suisse)

Very interesting and unusual post card. Packages that were sent ro the
gherto families always conrained a return post card to send back to

“RELICO". The card was canceled April 4 1942, at che postal stacion C2
outsidethe ghetto, probably because no postage was applied to the cardso
theghetroler it through withour a cancel. A Swiss Postage Due stamp was
applied to the card and cancelled in Geneva. Censored with a “Judenrar
Warsaw” in mixed capital and lower case letters. There is also the Nazi
censor marking.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE

A very unusual postal card sent from work camp (Arbeitlager) in
Siedliszcze, canceled July 9. 1942 to a Refugee camp (Fluchringslager)
in the ghetto. A 5 line signed hand stamp from the work camp and a
recciving box hand stamp entering the ghetzo.

throughout the day. All this depressed bis spirit and gave him no
peace.”

Tisha Bav 1942 was when the Germans started the initial
deportations to Treblinka. Beginning January of 1943 rhe
dcportations increased and the armed resistance started.

“The nightmare in Jewish Warsaw becomes thicker, the hopes become
slimmer. There are no more letters from Russia, no more packages
from Russia. There are only brick tenements, red, monotonous, cold
ghetto-tenements, like disheartening prisons. Who cares about the
Jewish post affece, who worries about the Jewish letter carriers.”

On Passover April 19, 1943, 12 Nissan 5703 “The Ghetto
Fighters” challenged the most modern, mechanized Army in
the world with no more than a few hand guns and rifles, and of
course Molotov Cocktails, thus beginning the final chapter in
the history of the Warsaw Ghetto.

End Notes:

1. Glasstein, Jacob ed:, Anthology of Holocaust Literacure: The Jewish
Letter Carrier, Perez Opacynziki. (I will nor footnorte the text further, all
quotes will bein iralic).

Shapiro, Robert: p. 15.

3. Definition of ghctro: Iralian, from Venetian dialect ghéro island were
Jews were forced to live. Usually a poor section of town inhabited
primarily by peopleofthe samerace, religion, or social background, of ten
because of discrimination.

SIP LiBRARY PROJECT

1. Go to www.israelstamps.com
2.Click on the Education Fund link
3.Complete donation amount

4. Contact inf ormation
S. Click “Make Donation” button
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New Ed Fund
Return to the Land: .
Publication
The Challenge of Rebuilding tsrael
Exploring History Through Stamps
Single copy
Us: $9.50
Canada/
Mexico A
International | $16.00
by Quantiry of 10 copies
Marty Zelenietz u.s. $50.00
Gy $60.00
Mexico
Inrernational | $80.00

Full color images of Israeli stamps illustrace che last 130 years
of Jews rcbuilding an independent state in Eretz Yisrael.
This affordable text is written to connect the Grade 6 and 7
afternoon/Sunday Hebrew School/Talmud Torah crowd wich
the Jewish state. It will also be of interest to day school students,
and appeal ro the general reader.

We are the leading buyers of U.S. better grade material
and quantity items, British Commonwealth, [srael, Russia,
Vatican and other Foreign material - Please offer.

COLLECTIONS, ACCUMULATIONS,
DEALER'S STOCK, SINGLE ITEMS IN
LARGE QUANTITIES , ETC.
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IDEAL STAMP CO., INC. (Sam Malamud)

460 West 34th St. New York, NY 10001
Ph:212-629-7979 FAX: 212-629-3350

Member over 40 years

www.israelsramps.com

EMAIL: orders@igpc.net

Member over 40 years
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"MAIL AUCTION

HOLYLAND - Turkish and the Foreign Fost Offices, Falestine, 1948 interim,
Israel, Judaica, Holocaust, JNF and Fostcards
WORLD WIDE- Stamps and Fostal History

We offer the following services:

AUCTIONS - twice a year
EXPERTIZING- Y. Tsachor: Member of Association Internationale des Experts
Philatelique

APPRAISALS AND OUTRIGHT PURCHASES
For free illustrated catalogue contact:

TEL-AVIV STAMPS (Y. TSACHOR) LID.

(Y. TSACHOR in collaboration with M. SIEGEL)

Postal Address: FO.Box 16218, Tel-Aviv, Isr ael, Tel: +972-3-5226294, Fax: +972-3-5245068
Our website: www.TelAvivStamps. StampCircuit.com

Profusely illustrated catalogue sent free on request to serious collectors

Forerunners, British Mandate, Interim, Israel, Judaica

Material is always accepted for auction. Please write providing tull detaiis
Ask about special low commission rates

Michael Bale, Philatelic Advisor

Sid Morginstin
P.O. Box 8101
TRENTION, NJ 08650, USA

Telephone 609-298-2891
e-mail: LEADSTAMP@VERIZON.NET
FAX 609-291-8438

Cell Phone 609-456-9508
Please visit us on our WEB site: http://negev.stampcircuit.com/

\ this is part of http://www.stampcircuit.com/
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Genady Berman, Holon, Israel

“Fruits” Definitve Issue

he non-denominated “Fruits” definitive stamps sct consisting of S stamps was first issucd on 17.2.2009 in sheets of 25 stamps with

moisturc activated gum. The stamps were intended for payment of domesticicteers weighing up to 50 gr. Like their predecessor,
the “Isracli” booklct, a few months later the “Fruits™ stamps were issucd in sclf -adhensive booklets of 20 stamps. But in contrast
to the “Isracli,” the stamps of this issuc have a few major varictics and crrors, which makes it cven more interesting. The different
issucs of this sct can be distinguished by the number of menorahs on the booklet’s reverse. The moisture activated gum stamps and
the first booklet issuc have a phosphor bar on the right side of the stamp. On the 2nd,3rd and 4th booklet issues the location of the
phosphor bar was changed to the Icft side of the stamp. For the first time in history of Israeli definitive stamps the phosphor bar of
the Sth booklct issuc is placed horizontally in the upper part of the stamp. In addition to these major phosphor varieties, I found a
few plate and printing varictics which are illustrated here.

SECOND BOOKLET
Varieties

Booklerwith blue square in the left

Phosphor righr Phosphor left Phosphorhorizonra !
1st booklet 2nd, 3rd. and 4rh 5Sth bookletl bortom of rhe bookler
booklet

Bookler wichour blue square in
rhe leftbottom of the booklet
This variery is not rate and can be
casily found since significant parc
of the printing has such variecy.

“Lemon” stamp is located in upper righe
corner hasmissingletrersin Hebrew and
Arabic name of the starte

Moisture acrivated issue sheer of 25

FIRsT BOOKLET

Ciravty
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4 . 1 Second booklet issue with ¢wo menortahs on the back cover
First booklet issue with one menorah on rheback cover
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THIRD BOOKLET
The issue has 3 menorahs on the back and is the most interesting since it has 3 different printings.

The first printing that was supplied by Israel Philatelic Service (IPS) to its subscribers has ablack booklet number on the bortom
(Figure 1).

"Foran unknown rcason, in the second printingthe position of the booklet numberwas changed, and it wasnow positioned in the
middle of the back cover (Figure 2). In addition the color of the number was also changed from black to grey. The IPS norticed this
changc and decided to offer the booklets to its subscribers which does not normally occur.

After the shifting of the booklet number was noticed, the number was again returned to the borrom of the booklet and it was the
3rd printing of this issue (Figure 3). The 3rd issue is rare since it was not otficially off ered by the IPS to its subscribers and could only

beobtained at the post offices. Not many collectors noticed the change,since it resembles the first issue. But in contrast to the firse
issue, the numbers are in a grey color and begin with numeral “8.”.

et e e v ¥ Nardts  meewm e e s U o . ) P )
T R S cowave  wer AT TE T e o
'::w "'y N ) v i e e
- . WET emmmm e wee o B
::ﬁ )‘ Helmm :‘.::" l‘:ﬂ;:..—. e R "
Figurc | Figurc 2 Figure 3
FOURTH BOOKLET FIFTH BOOKLET
Four menorahs on the back cover Five menorahs on the back cover
Issue Number Date OfIssue  Phosphor Position
IstSheet Issue 17/2/2009 Right
o L Ty DAL e
v ! T mh e st Booklet Issue 26/11/2009 Right
ol L adut -'..II
2ndBookletlssue 11/4/2010 Left
3cd Booklet Issue 2/6/2010 Left
4th Bookler Issue 12/9/2010 Left
5th Booklet Issuc 1/12/2010 Horizontal
L —
The Israel Philatelist—October 2011 www.israelseamps.com 187



5TH BOOKLET VARIETIES

Red verrical line in the upper left corner of the

booklet.

Due to color shift the text on the “GRAPES”
stamp is smeared, so the textcan be barely seen. =
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Holocaust Book

FLEEING FPROL
THE FUHREP

WiILLIAM RACZYNSKI & CHARMIAN BRINSON
PASTAT AT WY Fel TiMATAG TS

Wricten by a Jewish refugee from Nazi Germany, this unique
history and collection of correspondence shows the incredible
nature of this worldwide emigration and the indomitable spirit of
these Jewish refugees. The Jewish flight from Nazi Germany was
one of the largest diasporas rhe world has ever seen, sparkingan
international refugee crisis that changed society and continues
to shape cultures and communities today.

The only lifeline these refugees had was short postcards and
lerters to let each other know they were still alive. Much of this
mail was sent from internment camps which were established
worldwide to deal with the overwhelming number of asylum
seckers. Each postcard is reproduced in full color, making this
a fascinating resource for the general reader, as well as those
interested in Jewish history or postal history.
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$24.95
[SBN-13 978-0752461953
Language: English

Charmian Brinson

Available from Amazon and other book sellers
ISBN-10 0752461958
Hardcover: 192

Authors: William Kaczinski,

Support our Future
Support the
Endowment Fund

Doron Waide
PO Box 789 Hamlin PA 18427 USA
Tel 570487 1742Fax. 570487 1746
b |V G T T i Pl

Internet & mail bid auctions
Web Site:
Ebayseller ID: doronwaide
Delcampe seller ID: Heybesee

Palestine Forerunners, Palestine Mandate
Israel 1948 Interim, DoarIvri & Postage Dues
Israelregular issues, Judaica & JNF
Stamps, covers, Documents & related items
Material accepted for future Auction Sales

Please Write or Phone f or details

MEMBER: A.P.S S.I.P
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Howard Chapman, Pepper Pike, OH
Error First Day Cover

Magen David Adom

)
UL LT T DT UT 111
<WATEN DAVD ADOMe. ASSOUINTION
DE PRENFED CLOOURY LIRACAS). <WAGLD GAMIO ADONs, ASSOONION
€ SAABL, LBS FOUGTIONS REMDULS Of PRINTDT GLO0URS EXEMUAST,
PAR LA +OROIX AOUOE. OAND 1E5 T AREL, LIS WRTTODD REMP i
AUTRE$PAYVS. AAA LA (OMOIX ROURE~ OAM LEF
AITRED PAVE.

An official FDC envelope for the Magon David Adom stamp of 1955. You
will note there is an extra star on the front of the envelope. There is also a red
star inside the envelope..

Normal first day cover

INTEY GITR VT 12

«MAJEN QAVYD £O0W -, C3POCIATIN

DF PREMER) JTOCURD EXBRCANT.

N OAASL LES SOACTICN RESPLAS

MR CA -OBOIK ROVOZe CAND LES
AUTRES PAYS.

The red and green colors in the cacher are printed upside down and on the A misfolded first day cover causing the cacher to be on the inside of the

opposite side of the envelope. envelope. The color hasbeen adjusted to bring out thehidden cachet.
. . .
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Stamp and tab missingredstar s

Of f-setprinting by E. Lewin Epstein Ltd.
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Josh Furman, Orlando, FL

Some Radio License Stamps
Revisited

In 1951, Israel issued its first set of Radio License Tax Stamps and the revenue collected was used to

support "Kol Israel,” the Voice of Israel. Because the revenue stamps were canceled at the post office, they

were de facto postage stamps even though they were never used in that fashion. These stamps were in usc

from 1951-1958. The radio stamps were printed in sheets of either forty or fifty stamps with a horizontal

gutter running between either the fourth or fifth row of stamps.

William Wallerstein did a terrific job in his Specialized Catalog
of Palestine and Israel Revenues, but I feel thac his descriprions
of some of the Radio License revenues leaves something to
be desired. The Bale Cataleg simply copied Wallerstein’s
descriptions without a more detailed review.

[ propose to try to clarify the differences between some of these
issues, particularly the S Lirot and 7 Lirot values. Leaving aside
Wallerstein’s RL 4A, which 1 think is unique because of its
“Kolel Bul Betachon” overprint, I will focus on stamps RL 3, RL
4,RLS5,RL7and RL 8.

Witch regard to the 5 Lirot value, RL3,RL 4,andRL5,yes, there
are some color variations, as Wallerstein points out, but they are

very difticult to distinguish. See Fig. 1.

Slightly bluer Slighrly more purple

Figure 1

In Figure 1, the left stamp isactuallyslightly bluerand the right
one slightly more purple. There are other shades in beryveen.
In all the stamps of this value that I have examined, however,
both mint and used, my feeling is that the differences are not
significant enough to warrant a catalog difterentiation.

Now look at Figure 2 in particular, focus on the area inside
the oval where the value is printed. Wallerstein notes a fight
background in the oval and a dark background in the oval. But
this is really a function of variation in printingquality. There
is no design diff erence here. If you look at a group of these
stamps you will find a whole range of background intensiry.

1. William Wallerstein, Specialized Cataleg of Palestine and Isvael
Revenues (Los Angeles: Mosden Trading Corporarion, Mincola, NY ,
1987). 134.
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Darkbackground Lighe background

Figure 2

The backgroundis actually made of tairly chin horizontal lines,
and their lightor dark appearance bears a resemblance to the
intensity of the rest of the blue ink. Again, | don’t feel that
one can separate these into lightand dark and assign different
catalog numbers. A highly graded stamp could not depend
on ecither a light or a dark background for its rating, but on
its centering and on the clarity of the printing of the stamp
asa whole.

Figure 3 isa very nice used copy with a medium background
in the oval.

There is one clear diff erence, and perhaps the most obvious one,

Figure 3

but I have not seen it stated or illustrated previously.

Please see Figure 4. (Enlarged to show the screen dot pattern
more clearly).

I chose this stamp with an extralarge margin to show clearly che
pattern of the background screen. This screen is printed first,and
the dark blue of the rest of the design is printed over the screen.
(By the way, these are all two-color stamps, as the background
screen and the other printing on the stamps are different blue

shades.) Notice the squarish patrern made by the background
The Isracl Philarelist=Qctober 2011



Figure 4

screen dots.

Figures

Now look at Figure S enlarged to show this screen dot pattern
more clearly.

This screen dot pattern is a simple straight-line affair, making chis
acompletely diff erent printing from thestamp pictured in Fig. 4,
and deserving of its own catalog numbcr.

Somuch for the 5 Lirot value. My feeling is that only two catalog
numbers are required, one for a dark bluc stamp wich patterned
screen, and one for a dark bluc stamp with a single-line screen.

7 LiIRoT REVENUE STAMP

Dark blue Lightblue

Figure 6
The Israel Philatelist-Ocrober 2011
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When welook at the 7 Lirot stamp, however, we do see a distinct
color difference. There is a dark blue printing and a light bluc
printing. See Figure 6.

I hope the dift erence is visible. No question that there were two
diff erent printings of chis value. There is another diff erence here
that has not been mentioned in any catalogue: the lighe blue
stamp is the only unwatermarked stamp I have seen whilc the
dark blue stamp is watermarked. All of the dark blue varieties
of this stamp are watermarked. Perhaps other collectors will find
other unwatermarked examples.

Theother diff erence in the 7 Lirot valueis the background screen

Figurc7

Figure 8

dot pactern. There are two variations, just as there are on the 5
Lirot value, suggesting that both types of the 5 Lirot valuewere
overprinted tocreate the 7 Lirotstamp. Figures 7 and 8 illustrace
the screen diff erences.

Thus while I would reduce the catalog numbers for the S Lirot
valuetorwo(again, excluding4A which isoverprinted in Hebrew),
I would expand the listing for the 7 Lirot value to three: Dark
Blue, Watcrmarked, Patcern Screen; Lighe Blue, Unwatermarked,
Pattern Screen; Dark Bluc, Watcrmarked, Straighe-line Screen. I
have not secn a dark blucvariety watermarked, not have I seen a
lightbluc7 Lirotstamp wich thesingle-line screen. Perhaps other
collectors have cxamples chat will add to this listing.

[ cerrainly welcome commenrs from other collectors of chisissue. »

Support your Society

Donate to the Endowment Fund
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Leslie A. Bard, M.D. Carmel, CA ©2008

Economy/Convenience Use Of
Postally-Related Items Associated With The

Paper Shortage in Palestine
Pseudo-Airmail Covers

Editor's note: Part | appeared i n the April 2011 issue and part 2 in the Juize
2011 issue.

In the pre-WW ar period, convenience, ie., using an envelope that was “near-at-
hand,” was probably more important than economy. The following 30 cevers
sent during and after WWII were more likely to have been used for reasons of
economy, primardy due to the significant paper shortage. All of the follawing
quotations related to the shertage of paper in Palestine are from the Palestine
Post, the only English language newspaper in Palestine, published every day
but Saturday.

-

Aymuce

0/0030

Figurc 19

Figurc 19 was mailed (No
legible datc) to rhe United
States, paid with 15 mils.
The forcign surface rate was
15/10 mils/20 g. until 30 Jun
43; airmail rate 125 mils/5S g.
via transPacific until 7 Dcc
41; and 60 mils/10 g. via air
to Durban and surfacc via
the U.K. until 31 Mar 42.
The airmail ctiquette was
cffcctively canecled by the
postal clerk with red pencil.
The censor applied a P.C. 23
label (printed 3 Oct 40) and rcturncd the cover to the sender
with an explanatory cnclosure.

Figurc 20

Figurc 20 was mailed 9 Dec 41 to the United Statcs, paid with 15
+ 10=25mils. The forcign surfacc rarc was 15/10 mils/20g. and

the registration ratewas 15 mils; so the rate paid was S mils short.

The only airmail routc available was air to Durban and surface
via London at 60 mils/10 g., which was circuitous and slow. This
became a moor point when the airmail ctiquette was cancelled by
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the registration label. Although postal clerks regularly allowed
airmail covers <5 mils shortpaid to go by air during the War, this
certainly did not qualify. It arrived in New York city on 22 Mar
1942, 101 days aftcr mailing,

Government Notices

14 Jun 43, p. 4 — “Readers’ Letters, M.O.J. (Memorandum of
Instruction) Booklets, (To) The Editor, 1he Palestine Post - Sir, -
One reads in the Home press of the phenomenal success of M.O.1.
booklets on various phases of Britain’s participation in the war
effort which are a part of history in the making. Some of these
booklets have run into millions of copies...there is no reason why
their reproduction by local printers should not be undertaken. It
would be a valuable contribution towards a wider understandin g
of Britain’s present leadership in the war if these publications were
to be published in Hebrew and Arabic, in spite of the paper shortage.
Yours, etc, S. M .G ., Jerusalem, May 27"

16 Jul 43 - p. 4 — “Soldiers and World Problem:s, Map Review -
The weekly d iscussion is the feundation of the ABCA (publication
ofthe [British] Army Bureanof Current Affairs), butithas become
that one hour a week is an inadequate period
aninterestin current events...In Eng d, ABC.A
Map Review (of the War) appears weekly.

In the Middle East, paper shortage has up

to now permitted only a quarterly issue...”

inwhichto

NY.

W.SA.

Figure 21

Figurc 21 was mailed 22 Dec 41 ro the United States, paid with
15 mils. The forcign surface rarcwas 15/18 mils/20 g. The airmail
rates were 125 mils/S g. via West Africa and Miami or 60 mils/10
g-viaairtoDurbanand surface viathe U.K. The sender canceled
the airmail ctiquette with an cff cctive grid of black ink.
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Press censorship was indicated by the characteristic hexagon
hand stamp on the face and a different one on the back that was
dated 21 Dec 41 (Figure 22). Were such covers submitted to press
censorship before mailing, or did someone forget the date on a
hand-stamp?[ have seen one other cover like this. Thedate in the
back-stamp is the same as the mailing date. Anotherissue is why
Press communication with a publication in the U.S.A. would be
sent by surface mail. The UCLA library has a few copies of The
Jewish Nation (Dos Yiddishe Folk) and a librarian was able to
estimate how often it was published. The little evidence available
suggested monthly, but that would have been exceeded often by
surface mail.

Figure 23 was mailed 20 Feb 42 to the United States. A 3-mil
stamp cancelled the airmail etiquerte, paid 15 mils. The foreign
surface rate was 15/10 mils/20 g, and airmail rates were 105
mils/5 g. via West Africaand Miamiand 60 mils/10 g, via air to
Durban and surface via the U.K. The hand-stamp on the face’s
left side reads “Certified that thisitem contains philatelic matter
only in accordance with the conditions of my permit.” The flap is
hand-stamped “Palestine Stamp Dealers Association/Philatelic
Permic 206.”

Figure 24 was mailed 6 May 42 to the US.A, paid 15
mils. The surface rate was 15/10 mils/20 g. The airmail
rates were 100 mils/5 g. via W. Africa and Miami, and 40
mils/10 g via air to Durban and surface via the UK. An
“Insufficiently prepaid...” handstamp canceled the airmail
eriquette. The address label suggests this wasone cover of a mass
mailing, and there is a “Philatelic Permit...” handstamp on the
sealed flap. It is interesting that the “Insufficiently prepaid..”
handstampused to cancel the airmail etiquette wasapplied after
censorship.

16 Aug 43, p. 4 — “Palestine Bookshelf - For itssize Jewish Palestine
most probably has the largest reading public in the world. Before
import diffeculties arose it drew on most of the important literatures
of the world besides producingits own new Hebrew litevature in an
ever-increasing volume. This volume is now restricted by the paper
shortage; so that the strictest austerity is being practiced both in
choice of works to be published and in format. Nevertheless, every
effortis being made to maintain through books that spirit of culture
which is opposed to the deadening totalitarian Kultur' that the
Nazis wouldfasten on the world...”

27 Oct 43, p. 4 - A Code of the Criminal Law of Palestine (E. B.
Gordon author and publisher, printed in Haifz) - It is a matter
for regret that, owing to the paper shortage, the author has been
unable to deal with offences created by subsidiary legislation and
to include at least a subject matter index of such offences and to
increase considerably the size of the index...”

Figure 25 was mailed 14 Sep 43 to the UK., paid 15 mils. The
surface rate was 15/10 mils/20 g. The airmail rates were 135
mils/5 g.viaW. Africa, Miami, and New York; and 40 mils/10g,
via air to Durban and surface to the UK. A lattice pattern with
black ink applied by the sender effectively canceled the airmail
etiquette, »

to be continued
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Figure 24
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Howard S. Chapman, Pepper Pike, OH

Jewish National Fund
Early Issues

Editor’s note: From its inception, the Jewish National Fund (Helrew: Keren
Kayemet LYisioael) has printed and sold stamp-like labels to raise funds.
The following stamps and covers ave from the Education Fiund slide program
entitled Jewish National Fund, Essays, Proofs, and Easly Issues, Members
may borrow the program by contacting Vicki Galecki, vgaledksgoly-ko o,
Technical information on the stamps can be found in the Handbook of the

Issues of the Jewish National Fund by Sidney Rochlin.
1902 - 1903 Zion Stamp

The stamps were issued in books of 100 sheecs
of 300 stamps each (10x30). The central
design is a Star of David in dark bluc printed
with the word “Zion” in Hebrew inside of
ir. The background, consisting of a design of
fronds, vacies from light to dark bluc. From
che variation of che position of the star on the
background it can be seen that two separate
plates were used. Color trials in diff erent combinations also show this two-
plate make up. The stamps were printed at three separate rimes. So far no
study has been made which corielaces the color variation of the background
witheitherrhe printings or theserial numbers. The books were deposited in
a bank and sentto the various branch offices as required. The design has been
auributed tothe artist E phraim Moshc Lilicn. Buchdruckerei “Indusrric” of
Viennadid the printingand the stamps are serrate rouletee.

Postcard sent from the Maccabiah Festival 1907 with a JNF Zion stamp
added to the German S plenning postage and postmarked Hamburg,
December 9, 1907.

1909 Max Nordau Stamp

Nordau, a well known European writer, became Herzl's
coworker. He became a leading orator in the Zionist
movement. Stamps were issued to honor him on his 60th
birthday. Printed by Deutsche Rotogravuce, A.G., Siegburg,
Booklct panes 3x2, Ten panestoa booklet. Back of bookiet
shows Jewish land holdings on a map of Palestine,

Postcard  sent  from

a fencing contest or Poit
exhibition in Germany
to Serassburg, Vienna
with a May 5, 1910
cancellation tying a
Cologne Head Officc |-
Max Nordau JNF label

to the cover.
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1909 Herzllssue

Seamp depices Theodore Herzl (1860-1904) leaning on
the rail of the balcony of the Three Kings Hotel in Basel,
Switzerland ar the time of che First Zionist Congress.
The design, by Hans Dicters, is based on a phorograph
taken by the arcist E. M. Lilien. The hotel, which still
stands, oveclooks the Rhine River. In che stamp the river
has been replaced by the vision of the Tower of David
in Jerusalem. The issue marks the Sth anniversary of his
death. Quorarion at the bottom reads “If 1 Forger thee,
0 Jerusalem, may my cight hand forget its cunning.” Peinted by Deutsche
Photogravure, A. G. Sicgburg, Koln (Cologne), and issucd in 2x2 booklet
panes. Original booklcts contained 10 panes with text on the cover in
Hebrew and in the language of thecountry it wasintended for. Blocks of 6x2
have been seen.

Postcard mailed within Germany with the April 28, 1911 postmark rying
the Herzl stamp to the card. The S Pfenning stamp was intended for usc in
Germany.

1911 Land of Israel Landscape

Design shows a typical Palestine landscape. Based
on an cngraving by Hermann Scruck. Printed by W
Bruckman, Munich. Booklet panes are 3x2 with four
panes to a booklet, printed interleaves separate the
panes of stamps in the booklet.

&l‘vuﬁ\ W
(. 35

Cover mailed from Johannesburg, South Africa to Berlin, Germany,
postmarked August 25, 1912, tyinga Cologne Head Office JNF label to the

cover.
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1911 Land of IsraclLandscape

Postcard mailed within Serbia, May 11. 1912, withalocal Yeshiva cancellation
tying a Cologne Head Office JNF label to the cover.

1913 Western Wall Stamp

Stamp was designed by E. M. Lilicn. Marks the 2500ch
anniversary of the destruction of the First Temple in
587 B.C.E. Design shows a Jew at the Western Wall in
Jerusalem. Booklet cover contains amap showing JNF land
holdings in Palestine. Printed by Deutsche Phorogravure,
A. G., Siegburg (near Cologne). Booklet pane 2x2.

Receipt  from  che
Palestine  Port  Ofhce
Galarz dated September
2. 1925, acknowledging
payment of immigration
and discharge tax for
two adults. The Cologne
Head Office stamp s
hand overprinted 50

1926 Twenty Fifth Anniversary of JNF Issues

Design shows three stalks of wheat. Inscribed "1901-
1926, Twenty Fitth Anniversary” and the Hebrew
date. Design seen on Vaad HaArtsi letterheads, and is
possibly one of their issues rather than a Head Office
issue- Largest block seen is 2x2. Known also on amber

paper.

Yugoslavia postal card with a Twenty Fifth Anniversary JNF label added to
the postage and postmarked Mozirje, July 19, 1935.

LE1,” Romanian currency-

1927 Herzl & Map of Erets

This set was issued to commemorate the 10th anniversacy of the Balfour
Declacation. There arc twelve subjects in the set arranged se-tenant in two
3x2 panes. One pane is devoted to personalities and the other to scenes. Panes
occur in 6 different colors for a toral of 12 diff erenr panes and 72 different
stamps. Each booklet contained 6 panes, 3 of personalities and 3 of landscapes.
These were in diff erent colors, Thus rwo diff erentbooklet arrangements were
produced. Lt is believed that these stamps were printed in Germany. A second
series, made up of the same stamps arranged differently, and with slightly
different paper, was produced for the office in Poland.

Registered cover from Czechoslovakia ro Canada. Backstamped Monrreal,
Canada, June 7, 1930, and Kitchencr, Ont., June 10, 1930, tying two Polish
office JNF labels to the cover.

1941 Bilu Issue

“The first group of settlers were students who came from
Russia in June 1882. They called themselves rhe Bilu
whichisanacronymmade up of the initials of the Hebrew
“House of Jacob, come, Jet us go.” (from Numbers 13:30).
This quotation is inscribed at the bottom of the stamp.
The Bilu founded Rishon LeZion and other settlements.
Booklet panes 2x3 with five panes in diftcrent colors to

a bookler.
"
. {vy \ w»
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&5 rrn Y
. <

A 1944 school certificate of achicvement with a Palestine Bilu JNF label,
overprinted 10 Mils, tied to the document receipting a 10 Mils tax o
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Robert Waldman, Staten Isiand, NY

Exchanging Jews for Germans
in Palestine

On December 1, 1944, a telegram from New York arrived
at the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem requesting that Aron
Rosenthal be registered for exchange. At the time, Aron was

supposed to be imprisoned in Theresienstadt in Czechoslovakia.

Apparently, his son Walter Rosenthal was living in Haifa and
applied to reinstate a prior certificate (immigration visa) to
Palestine. The nature of the exchange mentioned in this telegram
from my collection is very interesting.

Jerusalem mandate cancellation
single circle, used July 16, 1922—-December 26, 1946
Telegeaph Message
From New York, NY
To Jewish Agency Jetusalem
Urge please register bor exchange Aron Rosenthal widower born 7/3/73
Klein-krotzenburg Germany at present in xxx Thetesiensradt 406
Czechoslovakia son Walrer Rosenthal 19 Elhanan Street Haifa applied
renewal old cecrificate

ExXCHANGE AGREEMENT

According to Israel Gutman in the Encyclopedia of the
Holocaust, there was an agreement during much of World War
[Tbetween the Nazis and the Allies to allow for the exchange of a
small numbers of Palestinian Jews, or those whohad immigration
visas to Palestine, for the approximately 2,000 Germans living in
Palestine under British rule. This telegram was sent during the
third phase of these exchanges.

Phase one existed from the beginning of the War in 1939 until
the 2nd half of 1941. Pressure was applied on the Jewish Agency
in Palestine to get the British Authorities to speak up for the
Palestinian Jews stranded in Germany, and Poland. At the same
time, German Nationals were applying to the British to return to
Germany. In July 1940, 700 Germans in Palestine were inf ormed
they would be interned in Australia. At this point, the Germans
became more interested in an exchanges.

The second phase lasted from mid 1941 until February 1943.
In that period, three groups of exchangees arrived in Palestine.
The British did not want to allow more Jews into Palestine and
were very precise in their requirements for exchange. As a result,
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time passed and many of the eligible Jews met their deaths at the
hands of the Nazis. Thus, almost twice as many Germans left
Palestine as the number of Jews that were admitted.

During the final phase, there was a tendency to ease the
qualifications. At a meeting held on October 8, 1943, Eliyhu
Dobkin, head of the Immigration Department for the Jewish
Agency, said “Therewasa time whenwe deluded ourselvesthat the
Allied Powers would be ready topropose an exchange plan to the
Germans — hundreds of thousands of Jews for German Nationals
in the democratic countries.” The Jewish Agency’s Palestinian
Ofhce in Switzerland distributed hundreds of letters to Jews,
mainly in the Netherlands and Belgium, that they were candidates
for exchange. The German Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop had
proposed that 30,000 Jews be assembled for exchange. Himmler
reduced the number to 10,000 and a special camp was set up in
Bergen—Belsen. About 4,000 Jews from Westerbork were sent to
Belsenin August1943.1,200 children from the Bialysrok Ghetto
were sent to Theresienstadt for a temporary stay. Eventually,
almost all would die in Auschwitz. In June 1944, 283 Jews were
exchanged and in March 1945, 137 Jews were senr to Palestine.
The total number of Jewsexchanged was 550.

continued on page 196

Aron Rosenthal dealth certificate
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Alan Beals, Tussin, CA

Matzoh Charity Labels

1341 134.2

1130 111.32 111.3¢

$34.3 1344

$11.37 111.10 111.13

Example labels taken from Beals Charity Label Catalog. The numbers are the catalog numbers.

ORIGIN

The mazoch charity labels were sold in the early 1900°s in the
United States, primarily toraise money (Tzedaka) andsecondarily
to raise awareness for the various charitable organizations chat
existed in Palestine at chat time. They were mostly located in
Jerusalem, but some were located in other outlying towns and
settlements.

SaLes METHOD

They were manufactured in booklets usually of 10 pages each
(known as booklet panes) and were sold in the United States in
synagogues, organization meetings and door to door. The labels
cost 1 cent, S cents, 10 cents and 25 cents. They seldom sold for
more than that, remember, those were very hard times.

UsacGe

These stamps were used, along with United States postage on
regular envelopes in the mail. If you go to stamp shows, a lot of
times you will find examples of this kind of usage with dealers
who have Judaica stamps.

LAaBeL LANGUAGE
Thelabelsare NOT printed in Hebrew since there was generally

0-0-0-0

continued from page 196

CONCLUSION

Upon doingsome research, I found a copy of the death certificate
for Aron Rosenthal in the Holocaust records in Czechoslovakia.
You will note that he died/was murdered in Theresienstadr on
February S, 1943, more than ayear before the telegram was sent
in an effort to save him. As was often the case in Theresienstadt,
the cause of death is listed as “Alterschwiche,” the infrmities of
old age. He wasjust about my age but I do not feel old!

Reference:

1. Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, edited by Israel Gutman. pp.457-459.
2

3.Jewish Telegraphic Agency, October 12, 1943, »
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no commonly used Hebrew language per se in the early 1900-s.
Hebrew was the language of prayer only. The spoken language
was Yiddish, and this was the language that was printed on
these labels as well as che daily language spoken by the Eastern
European immigrants in the United states.

Almost all of the Charity organizations in Jerusalem (Palestine)
had offices in New York City which they used as their
headquarters for fund raising. Matzo Funds were only one of
their methods. As with our current charitable organizations,
they would use any excuse to launch a fund raising drive such
as Chanukah, Purim, Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur. They would
issue labels for all these occasions. Labels are seldom used any
more because the sums of money that the organizations attempt
to raise far exceeds that which can be done with labels. »

- )

Snow Birds

Address changes must be sent to the treasurer at least 2
weeks prior to the issue month for The Israel Philatelist.
The journal will not be resent or replaced if the treasurer
did not receive notification of the change in advance of
the effective issue. The member will be responsible for
the payment of the USPS return fee, USPS postage due
fee for their new address notification and the costs for

resending The Israel Philatelist.
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President’s Column

Dear Fellow Philarelists,

Good day. It’s been an interesting year
for the SIP. We had a very successful
convention at BALPEX 2011, published a
great educational book by Marty Zelenietz,
offered books from the Israeli Philacelic
Federation and otherinternational authors
in our Ed Fund Bookstore, and have had
an unexpected delay (but only a delay) in

the Web Archive Library Project.

As 2011 comes to a close, we look forward to the holidays and
year-end financial planning. This is a wonderful time to be
thinking about improving your returns on any monies which
you may have stashed in Money Markets, CD’s or low-yielding
investments. I've got an idea for you rhat may help you and the
Society of Israel Philatelists at the same time. As no official
Endowment Campaign has been launched for 2012, we'd
like you to consider this interesting idea in its place. | f you're
earning enough income whereby your tax rate exceeds 20%,
yet your interest-beating savings is yielding under 1%, why not
vonsider makinga real donation tothe SIP’s 50i(c)(3) charitable
Endowment Fund and rake a significant tax deduction this year!

Lec’s illustrate how making a donarion to the SIP can yield you
a betrer rate of return than holding cash in a liquid instrument.
As an example, if your tax rate on your overall earnings is 30%
and you have $1.000 sicting in a Money Market or CD earning
1%, you are earning $10 in interest. By donating the $1,000 to
the SIP, you will yield a tax savings of $300. A $10,000 gift will
yield a tax savings of $3,000! You are earning 30% on your gift
of $1.000 vetsus earning $10 of taxable incerest.

[ strongly urge you to contact your accountant te discuss how
deploying idle monies to che Society of Israel Philatelists can
help improve your investment performance by saving you taxes.
The example above is great for members who havesizable income
from wages, rental properties. dividends or other earnings which
exceeds your living needs. For those of you who are saving money
and paying taxes, won't you please consider earninga high rare of
return via tax savings by making a sizable gift to che SIP today. I
know donations of valuable philatelic items can also apply to this
opportunity. but you must ralk wich your tax advisor for advice
on donating philatclic material. [fyou have idle monies earning
low ratesof recurn, and enough income to payover 20% tax rates,
then | urge you to consider donating to the SIP and achieve a
great rate of rerurn,

Conttibutions of any amount arevery much appreciated and all
contributionsare acknowledged wich a rax-deductible lecter. It's
easy to makc a contribution. You can send a check, payable to the
SIP, ro the Endowment Fund at SIP, P.O. Box 507, Northfield,
OH 44067, OR make an online donation by going to www.
jsraclscanips.com, and click on the link “Endowment Fund.”
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New Philatelic Issues

Stamp Name Value
Rescue Forces -givingir cheirall 3.80NIS
Isracl Foorball Legends serof 10

L7ONIS cach stamp
75 yrars of the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra -1.00 NIS
The Valley Railroad 2.60NIS
ATM Scasons Greerings serof ¥

sheet 31.80 NIS

New Members

Members are requested to inform the Grievance Committee
within 30 days if they know of any reason why rhe following
applicantshould not be admitted to membership as provided
by the Society By-Laws.

Sarasora, FL
Wayland. MA

10568 Rabbi Aaron Koplin
10569 Dr. Barry ]. Agranat

BALPEX 2011 PALMARES

Multi-Frame

Timur Kuran Gold
Postal Stationery of the Ortoman Empire
Ralph Perry Silver

Kaiser Wilhelm 11 and the 1898 Visit to the Holy Land
American Association of Philacelic Exhibitors Novice Awatd

Robert Stuchell Gold
Ottoman Post in the Arab Territories

Single Frame .
Ralph Perry Vermeil |

The 1898 Visit of Kaiser Wilhelm II to thec Holy Land

Fill in the contribution amount and your contact information.
Please be sure tocheck the box “choose to remain anonymous™ if
that is your preference. Click onthe “Make a Donation” button.
You will be taken to the secure Paypal site to make your donation.
Paypal sends an iminediate confirmation. it’s truly that simple.
It’s critical for our members to investin cheir Society to keep their
legacy going forward. |1 can answer any questions concerning
chis generows approach to investing your capital. please don’t
hesitate to contacr me ar 800-292-0550 or mbass@hy-ko.com.

Happy Holidays to all!
Very truly yours,

Mike Bass
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BERKSHIRE HILLS
Rabbi Harold 1. Siulzmann
234Ann Drive
Pitesticld. MA 01201

Program: The Palestine Pareyy
Chapter meets che last Sunday of the
monch at Mackovics Stamp House 3
Shamrock $&c., Stockbridge, MA,
10:30am.»

CENTRAL,N]
Gary Theodore

PO Box9
West Long Branch, N J 07764

Program:  Isracllssues 2011
Chaprer meets the 2nd Tuesday of cach
month (except fuly and Auguse}aeS p.m,
at the Congregacion B'nai Tikvah, 1001

Finnegan's Lane,Norch Brunswick.N ).

CHICAGOLAND IPPSA
Robert B. Pildes. M.D,
1319 Ridge Ave.

Evanseon, IL 60201-4131

Program: Israel Vending Machine
Labels

Chaprer meets rhe 4ch Thursday of che
month (cxcepr Augist and December)
at Lincolnwood Public Library, 4000
W. Pratt Ave., Lincolnwood. IL at ~:15
p-m. For more information write Sam
Fireman, PO Box 59106, Chicago. IL
60659. -

CLEVELAND
Howard S. Chapman
235250 Rockside Road
Bedford Heighes, OH 44146
The chaprer meets the fiest Wednesday
vvening of cach month {cxeept July
and August) at Temple Tiferech (sracl,
Beachwood Branch at 7:30 p.m.
DALLAS
Dr.Arnold Paddock
3952 Candlenue
Dullas, TX 75244
The Confederace Raider
C.S.S. Shenandoah
Cha;peer meets 3rd Monday, 7:00

pm acche Conf erence Room, Jewish

Program:

Community Center, 7900 Norchaven
Road, ®allas, «

DENVER
Nlark Vanier
44 5. Adams
Denver, CO 80209
Chaprer mects 4ch Wednesday at Rocky
Philatelic 2038

South Poutiac Way, Denver at7:30 pm. «

DETYROIT-OAK PARK
Ken Torby
27655 LasherRd., £112
Souchfield. M1 -38034
Program:

Mountain Library,

* Holocaust Pare 2
Chaprer meees every 2nd Tuesday of che

The Israel Philatelist—October 2011

month ac the Oak Park Community
Center. 13600 Oak Purk Blvd, Oak
Park ac 7:30 p.m, Philacelic boursc,
trading, new issucs, inceresting progeam.
Everyone welcome. Contact Nachan
Pciss, 24610 Scneca, Oak Park, Mi
48237 (2.48) 548-18 88 for infarmation. «
GREATERHARTFORD
Jeifrey Rudolph
124 Fuller Drive
WestHartford. CT 06117

MARYIN SIEGELCHAI'TER
Alan Doberman
POBox239
Pomana, NY 10970
Meers alrermarively at the Young Isracl
Ohav Zedek Synagogue, 6015 Riverdale
Ave. Bronx, NYand The New City Jewish
Center. Old School House Road, New
Ciey, NY, Discussions. philacelic program

each month. Everyone welcome. o

SANFRANCISCO
BAY AREA
Ed Rosen
PO Box 5502
Redwood City, CA 94063 ~
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
Jonathan Becker

Wherver you place yourself in Estacl-
an  SIP
Chapter can Further your pleasure and

Holvland-Judaica  philacely,

knowledge. »

SOUTHFLORIDA
Howard Rotterdam
3601 N 7 Avenue

Hollywood, F1.33021

Program:  Crearion ofa

Yirtual Posemark

Chapter meees che seeond Mond ayof
cach month at | p.m.ac Temple Sinai,
2475 West Arancic Avenue, Delray

Beach, Flerida 33445. «

TORONTO/CAFIP
Sheldon Sonenherg
1 Clack Ave. Wesr, Apr. 606
thornhili. Ontario CanadalL4) 7Yé6 »

YANCOUVYER.BCCANADA
Ed Kroft
4% McCarchy-Teeraule
1300-777 Bunsmuir St.
Yancouver, BCV7Y tK2
Exciting vollecting for collectors of
Iscacl, Holyland. Judaica trom beginners

toadvanced. conract: E4 Krofc. »

CAPETOWN
A. Kaczel
PO Box770
Milnciton 7433, South Africa

JOHANNESBURG
Brian Gruzd
POBox37153
Birnam Park 2015 Souch Aftrica «

Programs:

« Decl - Lacles and Schnapps

ST.LOUIS
Alan Barasch
POBox4l157]

St. Louis, MO 63141 «

CHERRY HILU
Ronald Zukin
8400 Atlantic Avenue
Margate, NJ 08402.2612 =

Chapter meets Isc Monday of cvery

month

Wavcetlly Synagogue at 730 pm.

JLN.F.STUDY CIRCLE
Howard S. Chapman
28650 Seeelers Lane

Pepper Pike, OH 14124

PALESTINESTUDY GROUP
Irwin Mach
PO Box 7449
North Brunswick, N] 8902 «

" Numismatic

in the Board Room of rche

HOLOCAUSTSTUDY GROUP
Dr. Justin R. Gordon
PO Box322
Skokic,IL 60076 »

C.A.S.P.ILP.STUDY CIRCLE
A.Kacz
PO Box770
Milnercon 7435, Souch Africa »

The Israel
Association
is a non-sectarian culrural
and educational organization
dedicated to the study and
collection of Israel’s coinage,
past and present, and all
aspects of Judaic numismatics.

AINA publishes The Shekelsix

American

times a year.

American Israel Numismatic Association (A.1.N.A.)
P.O. Box 20255
Founiain Hills, AZ 85268
http://www.theshekel.org/

Dues USA/Mexico/
Canada

1 year $18.00

2 years $34.00

www.israclstamps.com

QOverseas Junior (USA)
$25.00 $10.00
$48.00
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Jesse Spector M.D., Edwin Helitzer DDS and Rabbi Harold Salzman, Berkshire SIP Chapter

Always Read the Fine Print

INTRODUCTION

Amonga cornucopia of philatelic Judaica tepical collections are Jewish New Year post cards. Whereas contemporary Jewish

New Year greetings are individual cards mailed in envelopes, the rage in mailed greetings from the nineteenth century fin

de si¢cle through the third decade of the twentieth century was via the post card. With this in mind, atour recent monthly

Berkshire Chapter SIP meeting we were treated to the presentation of examples of these greeting cards from the extensive
collections of two of our authors, Edwin Helitzer and Rabbi Harold Salzman.
The scripted messages on the cards were written in either Yiddish or German,
with a goodly number also offering greetings in English. Furthermore, it was
not considered rude for the sender to simply write their name on the card with
perhaps at most an added word or two offering good wishes to the recipient.

Perusing numerous cards, one may become somewhat inured to the scripted
sentiments of the greeting. We now present one that “almost got away,” in
which case we would truly have missed the marvelous intent ofg the message.
Caught in the nick of time we share this wonderful missive with you.

THe CARD

This extremely thick card (Figure 1) is a real “two-for™ not just a greeting card but

one also with a taffeta cloth Star of David and glitter. The New Year greeting at the

bottom of the card is printed in both Hebrew and English. The obverse (Figure 2)

indicates that the card, whileindeed designed for mailing, had been used in its entirety

for the message, and then most assuredly placed in an envelope and mailed as a letter.

This was not an infrequent occurrence in a time period about a century ago for the

following pecuniary reason: the postal rate for mailinga standard post card would

have been one cent; however, an embossed postal card or one with glitter or cloth, i.e.

any alteration to a flat card rhat would have obviated it being mechanically cancelled
and instead requiring hand cancelling, was rated at two cents. Now, we in the twenty-

first century would certainly not find this surcharge onerous; yet, at a time when a

12AZN NI BT newspaper cost one cent and a bottle of milk at most five cents, one did not discard
AL SUEH Ay e Ae pennies without serious consideration. That being the case, the post card could be
_ placed in an envelope into which a letter could be enclosed as well, and the two items

bjgafyh mailed for— you guessed it— the standard single letter rate of two cents.

THE MESSAGE

Well now, thatalone might be worth the price of admission, but -
here is the true pi¢ce de résistance: our post card greeting was

written by a non-Jew and has a most engaging perspective on POST CARD

the “New Year” albeit a somewhat discombobulated impression For Correspondence For Address Only

of the timing sequence of the Jewish High Holy Days. Here is
the text of the message as written; thus, the authors’ disclaimer
against accusations of flagrant typo errors and erroneous cheder
teaching;

“Dear Folks,
It may be a new year for us even if we arent Jews.

The “Yim Kippir” New Year is Thursday and Friday one is
Atoncment Day the other is the New Year We ger Holiday time.

Lots of Love & “best wishes for a best year for us all seems
sensable ro begin the New Year in the fall Figure2

Jerey”

Yesindeed, it is almost axiomatic that history becomes ever so much more distorted the further one’s distance from the event, or in
this case the theology. The good news remains that Jerry nevertheless got the holiday time; and, come to think ofit, we folks living
up here in New England can sure see some real merit with beginning the New Yearin the fall. s
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Conract David Kaplin.

SocIETY OF ISRAEL PHILATELISTS, INC.

1167 Bonnic Lane. Mayfield Heights, OH 44124 E-mail: dkaplin@israclstamps.com

Plcase make checks payable to SIP Educational Fund

ITEM -~ DESCRIPTION PRICE | TOTAL ITEM | DESCR!PTION PRICE | TOTAL
200 IPINDEXES S 400 BOOKS $
201 IP Index 1-23  Sep 1949 - Aug 1972 §7.00 an Doar lvri Issue of Israel - Rolhman & Tsachor $9.00
202 IPindex 24-41 Oct1972- Dec 1990 $10.00 3 o e Sesial HmarRribiPatsh. (i Al Qifigsr $8.00
203  IP Index 42-50 Feb 1991 - Dec 1999 $10.00 413 Greeling Telegrams ol the JNF - Ladany $6.00
300 IP REPRINTS 414 Palesline Mandate Stamp Calalog 2001 - Dor‘man $43.00
301 IP Reprints 1-10  Sep 1949 - Jun 1959 $20.00 415 Study of Israel's Dateless Cancellalions - Chafelz $9.00
302 IP Reprints 11-16  Sep 1959- Jun 196S $15.00 416 Postal Slationery of Israe! - Morginstin $7.00
303 IPReprints20-22 Oct 1968 - Aug 1971 $15.00 417 Israei-Forerunner Military Postal Stationery -Dubin & Morrow $9.00
304 1P Reprints 23-24  Oct 1971 - Aug 1973 $10.00 418 History of Israel Through Her Stamps - Stadtler $6.00
305 |IP Reprints 25-27 Feb 1974- Dec 1976 $20.00 419 A History ol Jewish Arls & Cralfts - Couriander $40.00
306 IP Reprints 17-18  Sep 1965 - Aug 1967 $36.00 420 Stamp album pages - The Stamps of Palestine Mandate $4.00
307 IP Reprints 19 Sep 1967 - Aug 1968 | $25.00 421 Post-War Censorship - Gladstone $15.00
308 IP Reprints 28-29 Feb 1977- Dec 1978 $36.00 422 Judaica in Philately - Borodinsky $20.00
309 IP Reprints 30-31  Feb 1979 - Dec 1980 $36.00 423 The Foreign Post Oflicas in Palesline - Vol. Il -Steichele $35.00
310 IP Reprints 32-33 Feb 1981 - Dec 1982 $36.00 424 Minhelet Ha'am - Fluri $7.00
3N IP Reprints 34.35 Feb 1983- Dec 1984 $36.00 425 The Stamps of Palestine - Hoexter $7.00
312 IP Reprints 36-37 Feb 1985 - Dec 1986 $36.00 427 Palestine Postal Forms Civilian Admin 1921-1948 - Groten $15.00
313 IP Reprints 38-33  Feb 1987 - Dec 1988 $36.00 428 Taxi Mail of the Holy Land ¢. 1930-1975 - Grolen §24,00

The Maximum Cards Stamp Information Folders & Stamp
314 | IP Reprints 40-4%  Feb 1989 - Dec 1990 $36.00 429 Information Bulletins of tsrael - Morginstin $25.00
315 iP Reprints 42-43  Feb 1991 - Dec 1992 $36.00 430 The Flying Camel: Levant Fairs Mandale Palestine Grotenr
Official Poslcards and Specia! Cancellations ol the Zionist
316 | (P Reprints 44-45 Feb 1993 - Dec 1994 $36.00 431 Congresses - Riemer
Poslcards from the Holy Land - A Pictorial History of the $40 US
317 |P Reprints 46-47 Feb 1995 - Dec 1996 $36.00 432 Oltoman Era 1880-19 18 - Salo Aizenberg - Full Color other ask
NEW - Special Shipping Prices NO DISCOUNTS
318 |P Reprints 48-49  Feb 1997 - Dec 1998 $36.00 433 Hebrew Letter Censor Marks - Simmons & Pearl $15.00
319 tP Reprints 50-51  Feb 1999 - Dec 2000 $36.00 434 Interim Period Postage Stamps Israel; Mar.Jul 1948- Forsher | $20.00
. 1 Postal Hislory ot the Transition Period in (srael 1948, Vo Il -
320 | IP Reprints 52-53 Feb 2001 - Dec 2002 $36.00 435 Parl 1- Shimony, Rimon, Karpovsky NO DISCOUNTS $55.00
a Postal Hislory of the Transition Period in {srael 1948, Vol (! -
321 IP Reprinls 54-55 Feb 2003 - Dec 2004 $36.00 436 Par2 - Shimon, Aimon, Karpovsky NO DISCOUNTS $60.00
e Israel Definitive Stamps-Specialized Calologue, 1982 & 1983
322 | IP Reprints 56-57  Feb 2005 - Dec 2006 $36.00 437 | \Wallach NO DISCOUNTge $10.00
Postal History of the Weslt Bank of Jordan 1948-1967
438 | volume |- Wallach NO DISCOUNTS $10.00
Haifa and Jaf‘a Postmarks of the Palestine Mandale -
400 BOOKS ok Goldstein & Dickstein $15.00
g 1 The Doar Ivri Issue -Printings & Settings Handbook - Shabtai
401 Palestine Mandale Postmasks - Dortman $16.00 440 NO DISCOUNTS $150.00
Postal History Transition Period in israel 1948, Vol lil: tsrael
4% o= ofsiactagh iy $3.00 441 | Foreign Postal Links- Shamir & Siegel NO DISCOUNTS SR LC
Postal Forms of Palestine Mandales - The Philatelic Pesach Hagada in Hebrew - Rimer Published
403 [ Hochheiser S70 V& by Israel Phiatelic Federalion NO DISCOUNTS $11.00
] ' Relurnto the Land - the Challenge of Rebuilding Israel - $9.50
404 CP:a‘IJesln;\e Margd_atés I"sfﬁ:es 011921-1948; $6.00 443 Exploring Hislory through Stamps - Marly Zelen?etz - singie us
SN0 [paEn Q copy prices - special Gly prices available. NO DISCOUNTS olher ask
Government of Palesline Post Office
405 | Ardinance of 1930 $10.00 500 BOOKS ON CD
Tel Aviv Postmarks of the Palestine The Maximum Cards Stamp {nformaltion Folders- Morginstin
406 Nandate - Groton $5.00 529 | NEw $15.00
y ; The Flylng Camel - Levant Fairs of Mandate Palestine -
407 | Plate Blocks & Tabs - Levinson $8.00 530 | Groten - NEW - FULL COLOR §20.00
408 Basic Israel Philately - Simmons $8.00 Sub-Total
409 Poslal Statonery of Palestine Mandale - $7.00 U.S.A. Shipping & Handling - $2.50 per ltem
| Hochheiser L International Shipping & Handling - $6.00 per item
410 | Safad - Ben David $5.00
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Your COMPLETE S‘\/'\Y For Israel, Holy
Philatelic Resource j'T/ - Land and Judaica

HOUSE OF ZION

FOR A FREE _!_‘:LESTIN! (FrTo=g
PosTAL HISTORY IS
OUR SPECIALTY

Challenge Us
To FillYour
Want Lists and
Exhibition
Needk!

House of Zion We carry the largest inventory of covers,

FO. Box 5502 stamps & labels including:
Redwood City, CA 94063

. Forerunners . Palestine Mandate
. Interim Period . Doar lvri
00000000 . Israel Tabs thru . Jewish National
) 1952 Fund
Please Contact us at :
. Pre-war Europe . Displaced Persons
800-783-7589 (19th C. on) (DP) Camps
650-366-7589 . Holocaust . Ghettos
(F) 650-363-0777 . Judaica . Anti-Semitic
hsofzion@aol.com E——
www.houseofzion.com
o g ey

0060600000 Holy Land Philatelists






