
'I'H �: ISRAEl , 

Journal of Israel Pholatehsts. Inc 
Apnl2011 

A Prisoner in 

Devoted to the Photately of the Holy Land 
val LXII no 2 

KZ Bergen-Belsen . . .  p. so 

NIN '9AOJ� 91dett; 
SU 'ON I!Wl9d 

P!ed 
a6e1sod ·s·n 

6JO l!jOJd·UON 

JW)I.IUUI� dfi'\Od \U!Ul")) f""' iU! f\IT •.10.:( 
r�h .. ,� li -""A� n.�rrv 

vsn £09£·��lll 01� '·""'""1'0 
l"''ll •1ctctn1 so�£ 

U..... lo ...... ... M_4 .. u­
•-,._._. 4o, .. - ... ....... ""'*"" ...... 
� ....... )( .... 

HANS LINDAUER 

..,,.,,...,, TnOHOI 
l)tNA U.."DAUt:Jit 

6t U · I J&l}, Sm.._ 1-11:-.. L I 

USS Truman and the Torah p 80 

Paper Shortage in Palestine 
Pseudo-Airmail Covers p 72 

Fate of the Joshua Family 
in World War II p 46 

Israel Joint Issues p 56 

P1JI''(.(;)IU1'1S 
'ONI'S.I.SI't:I.I.Y'IIHd 't:IV\ISI :10 AJ.3t:>OS 



Stamps and Postal History of: 

c; (,. .•. dt • 

• !t ..... J. 11.-f ,, 

�:::=-t-:� 

• 

A.KAQAMIT�O� 
• auctzons 

31, Tsimiski Str. • 51623 Tbessnloniki • GREECE 
tel.: +30 2310 264 366 ·fox: +30 2310 271031 

www.karamitsos.com 
e·mail: karrunirsos@karamitsos.gr 



April2011 • Vohuuc 62 ·Number 2 • www.israclsramps.com 

® • 

in this ISSUe 
SOCIETY 

42 Membership Application 

42 SIP Leadership 
43 Editor's Notes 
44 Letters to the Ed icor 

45 SIP Convencion 

78 Prcsidcm's Column 
78 New Member 

79 Chapte r News 

Judaica 
68 Moshc Castel Museum of Art 

Dr. jay LcvinJOII 
75 Jew ish N:uional Fund-new 

issues 
lvloslu Koi-Killmlln 

SO USS Tr uman and the Torah 
joJcpiJ Wcimrob 

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS 
A. Kar:unitos Auctions lns·idc Front Cover 

American Israel Numism:uic Assoc. 4S 

Clas sified a ds 62 

Doron \XIaic.ic 49 

Endowment Campaign 2011 i7 

House of Zion Outside Back Co\'cr 

"£he lsr-.itd Phil:udist-April 201 J 

• 
Mandate 

72 Paper Shor tage in Palestine 
Pseudo-Airmail Covers 
L.slic A. 811rd, M.D. 

.. 
Holocaust 

46 Fate of the Joshua Family 
in World War II 
Erik LmdaiJI 

58 Raoul \\lallcnberg 
Raoul W111lmberg 
Unil of B'nni B'ritb 

60 KZ Bergen-Bclsen 
}. Scou Sawyer, PbD 

71 Anne Frank 
Bart Belonje 

Ideal Stamp Co .. Inc. 

hr:1cl Philatelic Agency 
of North America 

Mosden Tr:lding Company 

Negev Holyland Stamps 

Romano House of Stamps Ltd. 

ss 

59 

44 

69 
67 

SIP EduC':'ltional Fund Inside Back Cover 

ww\\·,isracl)tamps.corn 

Israel 
52 Six-Days War 

YeciJicl kl. LeiJ11vy 
56 Israel Joinc Issues 

JV/lte Priss 
63.78, 79 

Israel PoStal Company Trivia 

' • 

64 Interrupted/Delayed lv!ail of the 
Arab-Israeli Conflict 
Daryl Kibble 

71 Super Dvora MK I l l  
Dr. Amold Paddock 

76 Bar-Ibn University 
David). Simmons, PIJD. z"l 

76 Gem of the Holy Land 
Doron Waide 

78 New Philatelic Issues 

Tel Aviv Smmps 

\Vebsitc Ar(hi\'C Library Project 

\Vcbsite Archi\'C 1St Respo nder s 

\Villiam M. Rosenblum/Rare Coins 

63 

57 
70 

4S 

4 1  



President	 Michael A. Bass
17552 Lakesedge Trail

Chagrin Falls, OH 44023
Phone: (W) 800-292-0550 ext. 3130

1st Vice President	 Dr. Jonathan Becker
Endowment Fund

4540 Sand Point Way NE
Seattle, WA 98105

E-mail: Jbecker@u.washington.edu

2nd Vice President	 Howard Rotterdam
Convention Manager

3601 N. 47 Avenue
Hollywood, FL 33021

E-mail: hrteach@bellsouth.net

Editor	 Donald A. Chafetz
1943 Altozano Drive

El Cajon, CA 92020-1002
E-mail: SIPeditor@gmail.com

Associate Editors	 David Schonberg
	 Marty Zelenietz

Treasurer	 Stanley H. Raffel
3408 Ripple Road

Baltimore, MD 21244-3603
E-mail: stanraff1927@cs.com

Controller	 Vacant

Assistant Treasurer	 Howard S. Chapman
Executive Secretary
28650 Settlers Lane

Pepper Pike, OH 44124
E-mail: stampareme@aol.com

Immediate Past President	 Edwin G. Kroft
c/o Blake Cassels and Graydon
Suite 2600, 595 Burrard Street.
Vancouver BC V7X 1L3 Canada

Phone: (H) 604-261-4511
E-mail: ed.kroft@blakes.com

SIP Committees
Society Archivist	 Dr. Todd Gladstone

45 Hickory Hill Lane, Newington, CT 06111
(H) 860-667-2327 E-mail: TMG45@aol.com

Membership	 Ben Wallace
24917 Hazelmere Road, Beachwood, OH 44122

(H) 216-464-8955
E-mail:herzl1948@hotmail.com

Research Committee	 Dr. Arthur Groten
Box 30, Fishkill, NY 12524

(H) 845-471-5729
E-mail: artgroten@optonline.net

Library	 Jeff Rudolph
124 Fuller Dr, West Hartford, CT 06117-1314

E-mail: clctstamps@comcast.net

Web Site
S.I.P. web site www.israelstamps.com

Publicity 	 Vacant

Slide Programs	 Michael A. Bass
17552 Lakesedge Trail, Chagrin Falls, OH 44023

Phone: (W) 800-292-0550 ext. 3130

The Israel Philatelist
Journal of the

 Society of Israel Philatelists, Inc.
A.P.S. Affiliate Unit No. 105

Charter Member W.P.C.
Indexed in the Index to Jewish Periodicals

ISSN 0161-0074
Published 6 times a year, bi-monthly

Donald A. Chafetz Editor
Contributing Staff:

Rabbi Isidoro Aizenberg
Moshe Kol-Kalman

Barry D. Hoffman
	

Display Advertising Rates and Information 
available from

Stuart Freiman, 4 Autumn Circle
Cumberland, RI 02864

E-mail: S2MAN@aol.com

Member change of address information
should be sent to:

Stanley H. Raffel, 3408 Ripple Road
Baltimore, MD 21244-3603

Price per copy $4.95 from Stanley H. Raffel

The opinions of the authors expressed herein
are not necessarily those of the society.

©2011 Society of Israel Philatelists, Inc.
Reprinting by written permission only.

Entered as 3rd Class Matter
Maple Grove, MN

PRINTED IN U.S.A.

Membership Application
Name: (Print or type): __________________________________
Address: ________________	 City: _____________________
State/Province_________	 Country: _____________	  ZIP/Post Code: ______
E-mail: ______________________________
Referenc: an APS Number or 2 Commercial References)
1. ___________________________	 2. ______________________________
Signature: _____________________	 Recommended by S.I.P. No.: ___________
Parent or Guarantors Signature_________________

Applications submitted between January 1 and June 30 must be accompanied by a full 
year’s dues. Those submitted between July 1 and December 31 must be accompanied by 
one and a half (1-1/2) year’s dues.

USA Adult USA Life Canada/Mexico All Others

Dues $30.00 $470.00 $34.00 $43.00

1-1½ Years Dues $45.00 $51.00 $64.50

Make all checks or money orders payable to “The Society of Israel Philatelist, Inc.”
Mail to: Benjamin Wallace, 24917 Hazelmere Road, Beachwood OH, 44122-3238.
This application is accepted subject to review and acceptance or rejection in accordance with the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Society. “Notice of applications for membership is published in our 
bimonthly magazine, THE ISRAEL PHILATELIST, and consideration of applications is made 
thirty days after publication of the names.” 

SIP Leadership
2010 - 2011

Beneficiary Committee	 Joseph Schwartz
3230 Fieldcrest Drive, Sacramento, CA

Phone: (H) 916-972-9793 (W) 916-457-5504
E-mail: joe@abico.com

Grievance Committee	 Paul Aufrichtig
400 E. 56th St., New York, NY 10022
(H) 212-759-4882 (W) 212-557-5040

Educational Fund	 David Kaplin
1167 Bonnie Lane

Mayfield Heights, OH 44124
440-835-7664

dKaplin@israelstamps.com

Assistent to the President	 Vicki Galecki
Hy-Ko Products Company

330-467-7446 x3196
vgalecki@hy-ko.com

SIP Israeli Representative	 Sharon Romano
Romano House of Stamp Sales Ltd

250 Dizengoff Street
Tel Aviv, Israel

E-mail: romano@stampcircuit.com

www.israelstamps.com The Israel Philatelist–April 20114



As editor of the Th e Israel Philatelists one of my major concerns 
has been how to keep the cost of producing the journal to a 
minimum. Along these lines a small savings was realized when 
the outer paper wrapper was eliminated a few years ago. It appears 
to have been successful since I have not received any complaints 
about damaged journals.

But, until now I have not been able to lower the costs associated 
with the actual printing of the journal. Our president, Michael 
Bass, and I have discussed cutting the number of pages included 
in each issue of the journal. While the costs would barely be 
lowered, I feel that our current 40 page journal off ers enough 
space to include articles on all areas of interest to members. (As 
an aside, I would like to put in a plug for some articles on the 
Forerunner and British Mandate period.)

Another idea we had was to cut the number of issues each year. 
Presently the journal is published 6 times a year which provides 
members with 240 pages of Holy Land reading material. Personally, 
I feel it would be a mistake to cut down the number of issues, since 
the journal is really the only consistent link the Society has with its 
members. While we hold a yearly convention only a small fraction 
of members attend so our contact is very limited.

One thing we have done to lower the cost to our South Africa 
members has been to electronically send them a copy of the 
journal as a PDF. Our member Brian Gruzd receives the 
PDF journal and controls the distribution to our members in  
South Africa. As a result we can off er these members a yearly 
membership at United States domestic rates since we eliminate 
the very expensive postal rates.

For those members who are not aware I “create” the journal on 
my computer and send it electronically to our printer. He sends 
me a PDF proof of the journal which I review, make  changes/
updates as required and then give the OK to print the journal.

If you have looked at the SIP Leadership page near the front of 
the journal you will have noticed that I have two gentlemen who 
help me with the proofreading of the articles. Associate Editor 
David Schoenberg lives in Jerusalem and Marty Zelenietz lives 
in Nova Scotia. When an article is ready for the review I send 
them a PDF of the article and they return it with their comments.

I also use e-mail to communicate with authors who submit articles. 
Most articles are sent to me electronically and I send them a PDF 
of their article for fi nal review and updating if necessary.

So what does all this electronic communications have to do with 
my earlier concern about the cost of a printed journal? Well, 
the programs I use to put the journal together is called Adobe 
Creative Suite. It is a professional grade set of programs which 
provides me with great fl exibility for producing a print journal.

By now, I am sure everyone knows about smart phones, Tablets, 
IPads and of course the internet on desktop and laptop computers. 

Until now I could publish the journal as a PDF and upload it 
to the SIP web site. Anyone with one of the afore mentioned 
devices could read the journal on their device. Th e problem is 
that the journal would not have been formatted for each specifi c 
device. Instead, it would be a fi xed format which would looks OK 
on a laptop or desk computer but only marginally passable on a 
Tablet and IPad and horrible on a smart phone.

I have just learned that Adobe is updating  the Creative Suite 
set of programs which will contain specifi c formatting options 
for each of the devices mentioned above. I intend to do a little 
investigating of the programs and then update my soft ware. Th e 
intent would be to off er the journal in a format that could be 
readable on a smart phone, Tablet, IPad or computer.

Now, you might be wondering why go to all this trouble. Well, one 
of the ideas Michael and I have discussed is off ering the journal in 
an electronic format at a reduced membership fee. Members who 
want a printed journal could still receive one by mail whereas 
those who wanted it in electronic form could download a copy 
from the SIP web site. A third option would be to receive both  a 
mailed copy and to download an electronic version.

Th e advantages to members would be a “menu of options” for 
membership dues and making the electronic version available on 
any device at anytime. By using the web to distribute the journal 
our members can now be anywhere in the world and receive the 
journal. Another potential benefi t is that these options will 
expose more people to our journal, the searchable database, 
as well as our society and hopefully will become interested in 
collecting Holy Land material.

Finally, I see this as a natural tie-in with our project of putting all 
journals on the web and creating a searchable data base 

As might be expected, there are a number of issues that need 
to be addressed and hopefully resolved over the next 6 months. 
I hope those members who will be attending the convention 
in September will share their thoughts with the executive 
committee. If you can not attend the convention, then e-mails 
are always welcomed.

o - o - o - o

I would like to off er my congratulations to Daryl Kibble for his 
large Gold with  Felicitations awarded at the National Sydney 
Expo 2011 show held in Australia between March 31–April 3. 
Th e title of his exhibit is “Interrupted/Delayed Mail of the Arab-
Israeli Confl ict” and was shown for the fi rst time at the show. A 
few of his exhibit pages are shown on pages 64-66 of this issue.

I would also like to congratulate the Centro Filatélico Argention-
Israeli whose journal, CEFAI, won a Silver Bronze medal at the 
international show in Lisbon, Portugal and a Silver medal at 
INDIPEX 2011 in New Delhi, India. ■

Editor’s Notes
Donald A. Chafetz
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Letters
to the Editor

Mosden Trading Corp.
P.O. Box 369
Williston Park

New York 11596
Phone (516) 741-0993

Send SASE for FREE specialized 
Catalog of our Bi-Monthly Auction

You will find a lot of bargains

1)  He took it to Field Post Offi  ce 20  on 
August 11, 1941 and had the clerk apply 
the postmark as a favor (it was not usual 
for nonregistered mail to be postmarked 
on arrival).

2)  He took it to a military censorship 
offi  ce and had a series of fi ve diff erent 
censor handstamps applied, also as a favor.

3)  He took it to a civil post offi  ce in 
Jerusalem, affixed the lowest value 
Palestine stamp available, and had 
it postmarked, again as a favor. (Th e 
cancellation reads “Jerusalem/ 10 SP/ 41.”)

4) He apparently had some reason to go 
to Damascus, Syria, where he  again went 
to a civil post offi  ce, obtained two low 
value Syrian stamps which he added to 
the envelope, and had them postmarked 
(note that the 0.20 stamp is applied over 
the Australian postmark.)

o - o - o - o

Dear Editor:

I've just received my copy of the February 
Th e Israel Philatelist, and fi rst I must add 
my voice to the chorus of praise for the 
beautiful layout and illustrations, as well 
as the fascinating articles in recent issues 
of the “Philatelist.”

Now regarding the cover shown on p. 15:

It originally was an airmail envelope 
franked only with the Australian 1/6 
stamp, which was the rate for overseas 
airmail from Australia, and mailed from 
Perth in Western Australia on July 21, 
1941  (Note that it went via  the civilian 
postal service, being addressed to Ray 
Paxton at the “Australian Soldiers’ Club, 
Jerusalem, Palestine,” rather than to an 
Australian Army Post  Offi  ce.)

Aft er the cover’s arrival, the recipient (or 
someone to whom he gave it) did four 
things, in which order is uncertain:

Th ought you may be interested in the 
calendar passed out by Fry’s Food Stores 
(KROGER) in Arizona. Th e calendar 
goes through September 2011. I have a 
limited number of extras that I’ll send to 
members for $1.56 in stamps to pay my 
postage. Limited copies available.

Lee Shedroff 
9249 West Lone Cactus Drive
Peoria, AZ 85382-8331 ■

Calendar Cover
A philatelic calendar through September 2011 which llists Jewish holidays, Shabbat cancle lighting times 
across the United States with picutres of Israeli stamps.

So  the only stamp which actually paid 
postage was the Australian one. Th e 
cover made an attractive souvenir of the 
recipient's service in the Middle East, but 
is misleading as an item of Postal History.

I hope this information will be of use to 
you and the owner.
Sincerely,
Morton R. Laby, M.D.
Setauket, NY ■

Front of cover referred by Dr. Laby's letter.
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Box 785, Littleton, CO 80160-0785

Phone 720-981-0785 Cell 303-910-8245 Fax 720-981-5345
E-mail: Bill@Rosenblumcoins.com

Website: www.rosenblumcoins.comE

Specialists in the Numismatics of the

Jewish People and the Holy Land from

Ancient to Modern Times

* Price Lists * Mail Bids * Shows *

* Museum Consultations *

* Appraisals *

*Instructor: Numismatics of the Holy Land

William M. Rosenblum LLC
World’s Leading Dealer in all aspects of
Jewish Related Coins, Medals, Tokens

and Paper Money

Celebrating our 40th year in Business

American Israel Numismatic Association (A.I.N.A.)
P.O. Box 20255

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
http://www.theshekel.org/

Dues USA/Mexico/
Canada

Overseas Junior (USA)

1 year $18.00 $25.00 $10.00
2 years $34.oo $48.00

The American Israel 
Numismatic Association
is a non-sectarian cultural 
and educational organization 
dedicated to the study and 
collection of Israel’s coinage, 
past and present, and all 
aspects of Judaic numismatics. 
AINA publishes Th e Shekel six 
times a year.

SIP Convention

September 2-4, 2011
Marriott Hunt Valley Inn

Exhibits: 80-100 frames of
Israel,  Forerunners, Mandate, Interim Periods,  Judaica

Holyland Judge: Yacov Tsachor, Tel Aviv, Israel 
Prospectus : balpex.org

Dealers: All Holy Land periods. Judaica

SIP Friday Shabbat dinner 
BALPEX Saturday award's dinner

reservations, contact balpex@verizon.net

Additional informatio
contact:  Stan Raffel at 410-655-4664 or at stanraff1927@cs.com
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Erik Lørdahl, Kolbotn, Norway

Fate of the Joshua Family in World War II
Some years ago I got in touch with Henry Joshua in New York, who sent to me copies of postcards sent from his grandparents who 
were in Copenhagen and Göteborg to family members caught and interned by the German Nazis. Th e Joshua family was Jewish 
and their internment was part of “Th e Final Solution” in Europe.

Th is correspondence consists of postcards to three diff erent German internment camps for Jews in World War II:
•	 Durchgangslager Kamp Westerbork, Th e Netherlands 
•	 Aufenhaltslager Bergen-Belsen in Niedersachsen, Germany 
•	 Internierungslager I-Lag VB Biberach, in Riss, Württemberg, Germany

All of the cards are addressed into the camps and they all bear postal and censorship marks that confi rm that they are genuine and 
have passed through the offi  cial postal system. Except for one card sent from Denmark and one from Switzerland, all the remaining 
cards were sent from Sweden. Some of the cards are shown and described below, but fi rst a short history of the Joshua family: 

Th e following persons are involved in the correspondence:

famIly hIStory
Th e Joshua family lived in Hamburg 
during the 19th and the beginning of the 
20th century.

Aft er Hitler’s takeover, Ludwig and 
Johanne decided to escape Germany and 
moved to Copenhagen where Johanne 
had been born. Th ere they lived until 1943 
when the Nazis secretly decided to detain 
and deport the Jews living in Denmark.

Information about this plan was leaked 
to the Danish resistance movement 
who organized a massive escape by 
transporting about 8000 Jews from 
Denmark to Sweden. Th is occurred on 
the night of October 3, 1943 the Jews 
were taken in small fi shing boats over a 
narrow water that separates the countries. 
Among the passengers  were Johanne and 
Ludwig, who for the remainder of their 
lives, stayed/lived in “Alderdomshjemmet” 
(Elders Home) in Vegagatan, Göteborg.

Johanne and Ludwig Joshua with children Lissie 
and Max. Taken around 1902.

Johanne and Ludwig Joshua on their 50th wedding 
anniversary in December 1942, Copenhagen. On 
the table to the left there is a photo of their three 
grandchildren Karin-Gudula, Jacob and Henry.

Ludwig Joshua
Born 1869, Hamburg, Germany

Died 27 March 1945 in Göteborg

Johanne Joshua-Nathan
Born 1864, Copenhagen, Denmark

Died 18 November 1944 in Göteborg

Lissie
Born 13 May 1894, Hamburg, Germany

Escaped to South Africa

Max
Born 30 May 1895, Hamburg, Germany

Died 16 January 1945, Bergen Belsen

Elisabeth (“Lieschen”)
Born 25 Nov. 1902, Antwerpen, Belguim

Died 23 August 1998, Jerusalem, Israel

Ella Wertheimer–Eisenmann
Elisabeth’s sister, living in St. Gallen,

 Switzerland during World War II

Karin–Gudula
Born 1930

Died 8 July 1998

Jacob
Born 1932

Henry
Born 1934

Lissie MaxMaxMaxLissieLissie

Born 1864, Copenhagen, Denmark
Died 18 November 1944 in Göteborg

Gudula Jacob HenryGudula Jacob HenryGudula Jacob Henry
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On the left and above are the Paraguayan passports issued in Bern, 
Switzerland, in 1942 to the Max Joshua family. 

Th eir children, Lissie and Max, remained in Germany until they 
fl ed to Holland via Switzerland. Lissie and her husband escaped 
from Holland on a freighter ship to Africa where they stayed 
for the duration of World War II. In 1942 Max and his family 
obtained Paraguayan passports, but were still arrested in May 
1943 and initially interned in Durchgangslager Westerbork till 
February 1944.

From Westerbork Max, Elisabeth and their three children Karin 
– Gudula, Jacob and Henry, were transferred to “Aufenhaltslager 
Bergen–Belsen” near Celle/Hanover, Germany. Here they 
became what was classifi ed as “Austauschjuden” (Exchange Jews). 
Th e internees held in this part of the KZ Bergen–Belsen were 
to be exchanged for German prisoners in Allied captivity and  
received better treatment than other internees of Bergen–Belsen. 

“Austauschjuden” were for mostly Jews with foreign passports.

In January 1945 Max Joshua died of starvation in Bergen–Belsen. 
Soon aft er Elisabeth and the children, together with about 
150 other internees holding South American passports, were 
transferred to Internierungslager Biberach, Riss in Würtemberg, 
Germany.

Th is “I-Lag Biberach” was originally established for the 
inhabitants of the British Channel Islands, who beginning in 
September 1942 were deported from the islands to Germany. 
Here, the Jews from Bergen–Belsen were well taken care of by 

“Th e Islanders.” Th e conditions in this camp were much better 
than in Bergen–Belsen. In May 1945 they were liberated by 
soldiers of the French Army.

kamP WeSterBork
Westerbork concentration camp (Dutch: Kamp Westerbork, German: 
Durchgangslager Westerbork) was a World War II Nazi refugee, detention 
and transit camp in Hooghalen, ten kilometres north of Westerbork, in 
northeastern Netherlands. Its function during the Second World War 
was to assemble Dutch Jews as well as others, such as Roma for transport 
to other Nazi concentration camps. On December 15, 1938, the Dutch 
government, as a gesture to Germany, closed its border to refugees. From 
then on, the refugees would not have any rights. In 1939, the Dutch 
government erected a refugee camp, Centraal Vluchtelingenkamp 
Westerbork, fi nanced, ironically, partly by Dutch Jewry, in order to 
absorb fl eeing Jews from Nazi Germany. Th e Jewish refugees were housed 
there aft er they had tried in vain to escape Nazi terror in their homeland. 
During World War II, the Nazis took over the camp and turned it into a 
deportation camp. From this camp, 101,000 Dutch Jews and about 5,000 
German Jews were deported to their deaths in Poland. In addition, there 
were about 400 Gypsies in the camp and, at the very end of the War, some 
400 women from the resistance movement.  (Source: Wikipedia: http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westerbork_concentration_camp).

Westerbork: No train will ever leave from here again ...
http://users.skynet.be/sky35373/westerbe.htm
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Registered postcard from Ludwig Joshua in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
dated “17.9.43” and cancelled “København–17.9.43,” to his son Max 
Joshua in Jewish Internment Camp Westerbork, Holland. With ABP 
(AuslandsBriefPrüfstelle) Hamburg censorship cachet. The text on the 
reverse confirms reception of a registered postcard dated 6.9.43, and 
a missing confirmation of receipt for parcels sent from Denmark to 
Westerbork. One month later Ludwig and his wife were in Sweden.

Registered stationery postcard to Max in Kamp Westerbork. Written “Göteborg 20.10.43”– cancelled the same day. No return address, but sent from the 
parents (“Eltern”) now in Sweden. The card passed the Swedish postal currency control (Valuta-kontroll / Postverket) and bears Camp Westerbork censor 
mark, Geprüft / 1  and a ABP Berlin censorship handstamp. On the reverse is a blue chemical censor test stripe applied by  ABP Berlin. The text on the 
reverse informs Max of their new address: “Ålderdomshemmet, Vegagåtan, and it wo wir vegetarisch leben”. (It lacks  kosher food).  PS: “It seems to be good 
to be here. 125 residents.”

Registered stationery postcard to Max in Kamp Westerbork. Written 
22.11.43–cancelled “Göteborg–23.11.43.” Return address: “Ludwig Joshua, 
Ålder-domshemmet, Vegagåtan, Göteborg.” With a ABP Hamburg censorship 
handstamp, and Kamp Westerbork “Geprüft / 3” incoming censor mark. The 
text on the reverse talks about family matters: “Received letter from Lissie” 
and it bears ABP Hamburg (f) censor stamp, but no chemical censorship.

Postcard to Max Joshua in Kamp Westerbork from Max's mother, 
Johanne, and father (no return address). It was written on “21.12.43” and 
cancelled “Göteborg–22.12.43.” With ABP Berlin (b) Ab (in a circle) 
and Westerbork “Geprüft / 2” censor mark. The card has the text on the 
reverse written in Danish to “Elskede 5” – “Loving 5”, and in the last line 

“Modtag alle fem inderlige Hilsner fra Eders Mor” (Received all five sincere 
regards from your mother). The text on the front  in German was written 
by Ludwig. Both he and Max understood Danish.

www.israelstamps.com The Israel Philatelist–April 201110



Doron Waide
PO Box 789 Hamlin PA 18427 USA

Tel. 570 487 1742Fax. 570 487 1746

E-mail address: doronwaide@aol.com

Internet & mail bid auctions

Web Site:www.doronwaide.com
Ebay seller ID:doronwaide

Delcampe seller ID:Heybesee

Palestine Forerunners, Palestine Mandate
Israel 1948 Interim, Doar Ivri & Postage Dues

Israel regular issues, Judaica & JNF
Stamps, covers, Documents & related items

Material accepted for future Auction Sales

Please Write or Phone for details

MEMBER: A.P.S  S.I.P

kZ Bergen-BelSen
In February 1943, Germany’s Foreign Ministry proposed that Jews with 

“foreign contacts” should be available for exchange for German prisoners 
in Allied captivity instead of being sent to extermination camps.

Th erefore, in April of that year, Himmler ordered 10,000 Austauschjuden 
(Exchange Jews) to be sent an Assembly Camp. For this purpose the SS 
took over part of the POW camp Stalag XIC in Bergen–Belsen, located 
near Celle in Germany. With this move the Aufenhaltslager Bergen-Belsen 
was established, and until the autumn of 1944 about 6,000 Jews with 
foreign contacts were collected there.

Initially, the conditions in the camp for the Jewish prisoners were better 
than in other KZ because former inmates were at liberty to divulge 
their conditions upon gaining their freedom. In spite of the name–
Aufenhaltslager…–the camp belonged to the same organisation as the other KZ. Th e camp held also other prisoners, besides Jews.

KZ Bergen–Belsen was strictly divided into separate divisions and the conditions in the various divisions were very diff erent::

1. Sternlager (Star Camp), i.e. the section where about 4,000 Jews were interned–mostly Dutch. Th ey wore civilian clothes with 
a Star of David and family members could meet even if they lived apart. Work duty was introduced, except for the elderly.

2. Neutralenlager (Neutral Camp). In this part were about 100 Jews from neutral countries e.g. Argentina, Portugal, Spain and 
Turkey. Compared with the other sections in Bergen–Belsen the conditions in this part of the camp were relatively good until 
March 1945. Th e prisoners in this camp were not assigned to work details.

3. Sonderlager (Special Camp). Up to mid 1943 several thousand Polish Jews were sent to this part of Bergen–Belsen. Th ey 
held provisional papers from South American countries. Th ey did not do any work and were kept strictly isolated from the 
other prisoners as they had met with cruelty in Poland and could talk about it. However, in mid 1944 they were deported to 
Auschwitz where most of them perished. Only ca. 350 remained in Bergen-Belsen.

Source: Erik Lørdahl: German Concentration Camps 1933–1945, History 
and Inmate Mail, 2000

The entrance to Bergen-Belsen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bergen-Belsen_concentration_
camp

Postcard from Ludwig J. in Göteborg, dated 4.9.44, cancelled “Göteborg 
- 5.9.44,” to Max J. now in “Aufenhaltslager Bergen–Belsen,” via “Die 
Reichsvereinigung der Juden in Deutschland (RvJD), Iranische Strasse 
2, Berlin” (1). The card has passed the APB Berlin (b) censorship and has 
also three chemical stripes (white, blue and brown) on front and reverse 
from test for invisible writings. The “R” in upper right probably stands for 

“Revier” (hospital) (2). Max Joshua was in the Revier. On reverse “Mutter” 
gave thanks for the postcard and congratulations on her birthday.

(2)

(1)
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Postcard from Ludwig  in Göteborg, dated 20.10.44, cancelled 
the same day, to Henry  (c/o) Max  in “Aufenhaltslager Bergen–
Belsen,” via “RvJD.” The card has a APB Berlin (b) censor mark, 
but no chemical test strip. To the left is a handwritten “Revier” 
(hospital). This card is addressed to his  grandchild Henry. 

Postcard from Ludwig in Göteborg, written 16.3.45, to Max, in 
Aufenhaltslager Bergen–Belsen, addressed via “RvJD.” The card bears no 
postal marks and was probably not mailed. The text on the reverse tells 
about the death of Ludwig’s wife, Johanne, and her funeral. The card was 
written only eleven days before Ludwig died and was the last card he wrote. 
Max died January 16, 1945 in Bergen–Belsen, which might have come to 
Ludwig’s knowledge and therefore this card was not mailed.

Postcard (not Joshua family) sent out of KZ Bergen–Belsen cancelled in Berlin on “14.12.44”. (Most cards observed out of Bergen–Belsen are cancelled on 
this date.) No written date on the reverse.

From the camp the cards were sent in bulk to the Gestapo organization “Reichsvereinigung der Juden in Deutschland” (RvJD) in Berlin for registration. After 
this, the cards were franked and put into the mail system. Replies were also to be addressed through this office..

Source: Collection of J. Scott Sawyer, USA.

The cachet partially translates as:
 Answer only in German via RdJD…
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InternIerUngSlager BIBeraCh/rISS
When the Germans in May/June 1940 overran France, the British Channel Islands, very near to the French coast, were occupied. 
In 1941 the British arrested a number of Germans in Iran and, as a countermove, Hitler ordered a number of Channel Islanders 
arrested and deported to Germany. However, it took  about a year before Hitler’s order was carried out, when about 5,000 islanders 
were sent to Germany. Out of these, about 1,000 were sent to Internierungs–Lager Biberach an der Riss, Würtemberg in southeast 
Germany. Other Internierungs–Lagers where Islanders were sent include Dorsten, Wurzach, Laufen, Kreutzburg, Liebenau, Spittal, 
Marlag–Milag Nord and more.

Internierungs-Lager Biberach was originally established as a military barracks, but was later used as a P.O.W. camp before it became 
an internment camp.  Th e conditions in this Internierungs-Lager were far better than in the KZs and Gestapo prisons in Germany. 
In January 1945 about 150 “Austauschjuden” in KZ Bergen–Belsen holding South American passports were sent to camp Biberach 
where they were well taken care of.

Literature: Roger E. Harris: Islanders Deported, Channel Islanders Specialists Society 1980, ISBN 0-902633-63-5.

Postcard from Ella Wertheimer in St. Gallen in Switzerland, 
written and cancelled 16/2-1945, to Elisabeth Joshua,  

“Internierten Nr. 1916” in “Internierungslager (I-Lag) 
Biberach” Riss, Würtemberg, Germany. The card has passed 
the ABP München (d) censor office, and also the camp 
censorship with a cachet applied “Internierungslager Biberach 
/Riβ–Geprüft–Postüberwachung” in lower left. 

Postcard from Ludwig  (signature: “Schwiegervater”), dated 15.3.45 and cancelled “Göteborg–15.3.45” to Elisabeth , internee no. 1916 in I-Lag Biberach/
Riss. Written only 12 days before Ludwig died. There is no ABP censor marks, but one of Biberach’s camp censor. The text starts with “Lieschen” (Elisabeth) 
and confirms reception of postcard from her dated 2.3.45. Vertical to the left on reverse is handwritten “British Passport.” But none of the Joshua family held 
such a passport.

Referenes:
Adler, Reinhard: Karneval im August, ISBN 3-9806818-2-3.
Lørdahl, Erik: German Concentration Camps 1933-1945 – History and Inmate Mail, ISBN 82-995588-0-8.
Schwab, Henry: The Echoes that Remain, Cardinal Spellman Philatelic Museum, Weston, MA, USA.
Sawyer, J. Scott: Ghetto and KZ-postal collections. ■
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“Waiting Period”
Egyptian Actions
The first phase occurred from May 14 to June 5, 1967. This phase 
was dubbed as the “Waiting Period”–HaHamtana in Hebrew. 
The second phase was the war itself. This phase started June 5 
and ended on June 11, 1967, which was followed by a sense of 
euphoria.

The “Waiting Period” started on May 14, 1967,  Israel’s nineteenth 
Independence Day. Gamal Abdul Nasser, President of Egypt, 
violated a cease-fire agreement and sent military forces into the 
Sinai Peninsula. He expelled the United Nations Emergency 
Forces–UNEF–from the Gaza Strip (Egypt, Scott #394). The 
UNEF functioned as a buffer between Israel and Egypt. This 
act was followed by the closing of the Straits of Tiran to Israeli 
shipping. On May 16, 1967, Cairo radio announced that “the 
existence of Israel has continued too long….The peak hour has 
come. We shall destroy Israel.”1

To the Israelis it was clear that the United Nations (U.N.) and 
the United States failed to live up to previous promises that 
such aggression would not occur. Nasser felt encouraged by the 
inaction of the U.N. and the United States. As a consequence, 
he started massing troops in the Sinai Peninsula. He assured 
the Arab world that imminent destruction of Israel was a reality. 
In June 1967 Egypt issued a victory stamp (Egypt, Scott #720). 
The stamp shows Nasser waving a victory hand over glowing 
liberated Palestine. With Nasser’s promised victory the armies 
of Jordan and Syria joined the war of the liberation of Palestine.

Israeli Actions
Israel considered all the above actions as an act of war. The 
level of tension in Israel increased. The political leadership was 
unable to reach a decision whether to go to war. Under great 
public pressure on June 1, 1967, the prime minister of Israel, Levi 
Eshkol, formed a “National Unity Government.”

Despite the imminent danger, or perhaps because of it, the 

“Waiting Period” was characterized by a spirit of volunteerism. 
The entire reserve army was drafted. People who were not drafted 
volunteered their services to maintain essential services. All-in-
all, the morale was high despite the anticipated and threatening 
danger. The mood of the nation of Israel in the “Waiting Period” 
can be described by two postcards mailed by two mobilized 
reserve soldiers. The mailed cards were supplied by the army. 
There are a few types of postcards, some with pre-printed 
illustrated messages and others with space to write. 

Both cards reflect the high morale among the drafted troops. 
The first card was mailed on June 4, 1967. It is a pre-printed 
illustrated military post card issued by SHEKEM–military 
canteens and shopping centers for soldiers (Bale MIPC# 6). The 
card was cancelled on June 8, 1967. On the reverse side of the 
pre-printed card is an illustrated printed message which basically 
says that the soldier arrived at his base. “The morale is very high. 
The soldiers do what they have to do. Don’t worry. Everything 
will be OK See you soon Yours…signed by Pepo” (Figure 1). 
The second card was also mailed during the “Waiting Period.” 
There is no date indicating when it was mailed, but it also has a 
June 8 cancellation date. This card was issued by the IDF–Israel 
Defense Forces Education Department (Bale MIPC# 5) (Figure 
2). The soldier wrote the personal message, saying: 

Hi–Shalom–to all. I feel great. Everything is fine, I hope 
that you are fine as well and especially that the children are 
not scared. It is very important that they will not feel what 
is going on. Take care of the children and yourselves. Miss 
you and waiting for a letter… signed by Gil.

6 Day War
On June 5, 1967, rather than wait to be attacked Israel launched 
a preemptive war. Two cards were written during the war. They 
are the types issued by private companies (Bale MIPC #9). 
These cards were written by the same soldier who wrote the 
card in Figure 2–Gil. It seems that he had time to write the two 
cards since his unit was not engaged in the war as yet (personal 
communication).

Yechiel M. Lehavy, Margate City, NJ

Postcards Reflect The Mood Of The

Six-Days War
In June 1967 Israel fought a war, the Six-Days War, which lasted from June 5 to June 11, 1967. Israel 

fought against Egypt, Jordan and Syria, and hence, Israel’s reserve soldiers were mobilized. Just before 

and during the war Israeli soldiers mailed army issued postcards home to their families. Their thoughts, 

and feelings of longing and euphoria, are reflected in their writings as well as in the army’s messages. The 

writings of three of these soldiers, Gil, Kuti and Pepo (their last names are omitted for privacy reasons) 

are expressed in seven postcards demonstrating three distinct phases of the war.
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Gaza Strip
Scott Catalog #394

Egyptian Victory Stamp
Scott Catalog #720

“WaItIng PerIod”

Egyptian Actions

Israel Actions

Figure 1

Figure 2
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Figure 3 Figure 4

6 day War

PoSt War eUPhorIa

Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 7
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Buying & Selling

IDEAL STAMP CO., INC. (Sam Malamud)
460 West 34th St. New York, NY 10001
Ph: 212-629-7979 FAX: 212-629-3350

EMAIL: orders@igpc.net

We are the leading buyers of U.S. better grade material 
and quantity items, British Commonwealth, Israel, Russia, 
Vatican and other Foreign material - Please off er.

COLLECTIONS, ACCUMULATIONS, 
DEALER'S STOCK, SINGLE ITEMS IN 

LARGE QUANTITIES , ETC.

Member over 40 years Member over 40 years

Th e writer of card in Figure 3 did not date it. However, we know 
it was written on June 5, the fi rst day of the war. Th e card was 
canceled on June 7, 1967. Th e card in Figure 3 has a very short 
message:

Hi–Shalom–to all. It is the fi rst day of the war. I feel great. 
Th e morale is very high. Hold on and keep yourselves calm. 
Kisses to the children and the rest of you–signed by Gil.

Th e card in Figure 4 was written on the second day of the war and 
is not dated. Th e card informs the family it is the second day of 
the war. “I feel great. I worry about you. Hope everything is all 
right. Regards to the children”  signed by Gil.

PoSt War eUPhorIa
Aft er six days, on June 11, 1967, the guns fell silent. Israel found 
itself in possession of territories that was tripled its size. Th e 
impact of the resounding military victory war great. Th e mood 
in Israel moved from the perplexity of the “Waiting Period” to 
a sense of euphoria. Th e thought was that for the fi rst time in its 
history Israel was in a position to trade land for peace.

Th e satisfaction of the quick victory and the sense of euphoria 
can be detected in the following postcard ( Figure 5). Th e card 
was written by the same soldier who wrote the cards in Figures 2, 
3 and 4–Gil. It is a card issued by a private company (Bale MIPC 
#9). Th e writer did not date the card but it has a cancellation 
dated June 14, 1967. Th e card was written right aft er the Six-days 
War was over. Th is time it is obvious that the soldier was active 
in the war. Th is is what Gil writes:

Hi–Shalom–to all. I am very sorry that until today I did not 
write despite the fact that I know you were worried about 
me. Either way, it is quiet now and I have some time to write 
you. Everything with me is fi ne. I feel great. However, I am 
tired, tired, tired. I only hope that you are OK as well. I 
write this card sitting in an arm chair of a Syrian EFENDI–a 

lord–who is not here. What a pleasure. In any case, you 
have no idea how pretty it is from here to look down on 
the other side watching the Hulah Valley from the Heights–
Th e Golan Heights. How beautiful is Sha’ar Hagolan and 
how beautiful is our land from up here. I miss you all and 
especially the kids. Please write, write a lot…signed by Gil.

Th ere are two more postcards mailed aft er the war. Th ey are 
illustrated cards by unsigned artists (Bale MIPC # 4). Th e fi rst 
of the two cards (fi gure 6) was mailed on June 17, 1967, but was 
not canceled. Th e card shows a woman in her bed and a child at 
the foot of the bed and it seems as if they are watching TV. Below 
is a printed statement that says “soon, soon I’ll be home…. signed 
by Pepo.” Th e last illustrated card (Figure 7) was mailed on June 
18, and canceled on June 23, 1967. On the address side the soldier 
writes, "regards from abroad;" i.e. from the conquered territories– 
it was the West Bank (personal communications). Th e illustrated 
side shows a entire family posing and the print below says “a kiss 
to everyone…. signed by Kuti.”

PoStSCrIPt
Th e sense of euphoria was short lived. Exchange of fi re began not 
long aft erward as Egypt started the War of Attrition that lasted 
for three years. It is also amazing to note that despite the war the 
postal service did not fail to deliver the soldiers’ mail.
For the full story of the Six-Days war:

Oren, Michael B.,  Six Days of War and the Making of the Modern 
Middle East, Oxford University Press, 2002. ■

Have you paid
your

Dues?
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Nate Peiss, Oak Park, Michigan

Israel Joint Issues
Having read Mr. Rotterdam’s story about Israel’s joint issues in the December issue of Th e Israel 

Philatelist, I’d like to add my take on joint issue collecting. Th e collecting of joint issues if fairly easy. 

Th e fi nding of items that relate to the topic of joint issues is what makes stamp collecting fun for me. In 

addition to the twin and parallel issues he addresses, I have added some miscellaneous issues. I defi ne 

miscellaneous issues as stamps or cancellations issued by Israel and another country for the same topic. 

So far, I have found four such items.

Although the design and date of issue is different, the stamps commemorate the signing of 
the Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty. 

Issued March 26, 1979 
Sixteen months after Sadat‘s visit to Israel, the Israel-Egypt peace treaty was signed in Washington. It contains nine articles, a military annex, an 
annex dealing with the relation between the parties, agreed minutes interpreting the main articles of the treaty, among them Article 6, the withdrawal 
schedule, exchange of ambassadors, security arrangements and the agreement relating to the autonomy talks. The latter issue was contained in a 
letter addressed by President Sadat and Prime Minister Begin to President Carter. The two stamps and souvenir sheet was issued by Israel and Egypt 
in recognition of the peace treaty signed by both countries. 

Scott Catalog Israel #724

Scott Catalog 
Israel #724a

Scott Catalog Egypt #1105

Scott Catalog Egypt #1104

Issued August 21, 1993
This joint issue by Romania (Scott #3851) and 
Israel (Scott #1178) called attention to the 
Israel–Romania Philatelic Exhibition, Telafila 

’93 held in Tel Aviv on August 21–22, 1993.

Israel Scott Catalog #178
Romania Scott Catalog #3851
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We need yoUr SUPPort for the

SIP lIBrary ProJeCt
1. Go to www.Israelstamps.com
2. Click on the Education Fund link
3. Complete donation amount, contact

 information and click “Make Donation” button

Fourth is a maximum card with diff erent stamps and diff erent 
dates. Th e relationship is that they support the same subject 
matter. Th e stamps are from the Israel and the United States. 
Th e Israel cancel ties the issue of child health to both stamps.

Issued September 7 (United States) and September 27 (Israel) 
2005

Although these two stamps do not qualify as joint issues, they 
support the same subject matter. Child Health in the United 
States and Pediatric Medicine in Israel is the topic of both 
stamps. ■

Th ird is a souvenir leaf issued by Israel on January 24, 2002. 
Th e theme of the souvenir leaf is the recognition of ten years of 
diplomatic relations between Israel and China. Although the 
stamps are diff erent and have no relationship to the reason for 
the issue, they are cancelled on the same date with the same 
information.

Issued January 24, 2002

This special cancel was issued by China and Israel on January 24, 
2002 in recognition of ten years of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries.
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Raoul Wallenberg Unit of B’nai B’rith, Melbourne, Australia

Raoul Wallenberg

Raoul Wallenberg Unit of B'nai B'rith in Melbourne, Australia, recently launched a Raoul Wallenberg Stamp Sheet and Envelope 
to mark its 25th anniversary. A new, limited edition Stamp Sheet honouring Raoul Wallenberg was offi  cially launched by Jan 

Anger, the son of Per Anger, a Swedish diplomat who worked with Raoul Wallenberg in saving Jewish lives in Budapest in 1944-45.  
Aft er the war, Per Anger became head of Sweden’s international aid program and served as Ambassador to Australia, Canada and 
the Bahamas. In launching the Stamp Sheet, Jan Anger spoke in detail about the humanitarian work his father had engaged in in 
Budapest and later in other diplomatic postings throughout the world.

Th e new, limited edition Raoul Wallenberg Stamp Sheet has 
been released in conjunction with Australia Post and Max Stern 
& Co.  One thousand sheets have been printed; each includes 
ten 60 cent Australia Post stamps with tabs featuring photos of 
Raoul Wallenberg from early childhood to adult soldier.  A brief 
history of his life appears on the right side of the stamps.  Th e back 
of the special envelope depicts a Schutz-pass (protective passport) 
similar to those which saved the lives of thousands during the 
Second World War. 

You might be interested to know that there are various prominent 
monuments to honour Raoul Wallenberg in Melbourne and 
Sydney and several trees have been planted in his honour, among 
them, one was planted by Raoul Wallenberg Unit in the presence 
of the then Prime Minister Bob Hawke, in the forecourt of 
Parliament House in Canberra. Many Australian citizens are 
Holocaust survivors whose lives were saved by Raoul Wallenberg 
in Budapest in 1944-45.

Th e Raoul Wallenberg Stamp Sheet and Envelope set is available for $A20 + $A5 handling and postage (in Australia) or $A20 + 
$A12 (overseas). Payment may be made by cash, personal cheque, bank draft  or EFT. Further information: Judi Schiff  +61 (0)3 
9816 9414; judi@judischiff photography.com, or by mail: Raoul Wallenberg Unit, B’nai B’rith House, 99 Hotham Street, Balaclava 
3183, Australia. ■
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To purchase these items contact a local dealer or write to:

Israel Philatelic Agency of North America, Dept. 1P-11
460 West 34 Street, New York, NY 10001-2320

Call Toll Free 1-800-607-2799
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

neWS from the

ISRAEL PHILATELIC AGENCY

Israeli Achievements–Agriculture
Tomatoes Breeding Growing with Saline Water Reclaimed Water

Rabbi Shlomo Goren

Clown Care Whinie the Pooh

Israel–Gibraltar Joint Issue

Nahal Singing Troops
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J. Scott Sawyer, PhD, Indianapolis, IN
A Prisoner in

KZ Bergen-Belsen

Figure 1
Bergen-Belsen prisoner postal card (Lørdahl Type PoK) addressed to Switzerland as part of the 
Gestapo Briefaktion des RSHA (Juden), cancelled in Berlin on December 14, 1944. The red APB 
international censor mark is coded “d” (München office) for letters forwarded to Switzerland. Note 
the missing name in the return address field.

Operation Mail
Last year I came across a Bergen-Belsen 
Briefaktion des RSHA (Juden) postal card 
for sale on eBay (Figure 1). The winning 
bidder bought it for a very fair price 
considering the scarcity of postal objects 
associated with this camp. In addition to 
a few examples of the generic L1 lettercard 
used in all of the camps, prisoner mail 
from Bergen-Belsen generally consists of 
overprinted pre-printed envelopes and 
lettersheets from KZ Niederhagen (very 
rare) and officially issued government 
postal cards, such as the one shown in 
Figure 1. There are no known pre-printed 
mail formulars created specifically for KZ 
Bergen-Belsen. By far the mail objects 
most frequently encountered take the 
form of postal cards used in conjunction 
with the Gestapo Briefaktion des RSHA 
(Juden), also known as Operation Mail. 
This was a large scale postal action 
designed to manipulate perceptions about 
what was actually taking place with Jewish 
prisoners in the concentration camps, KZ 
Auschwitz in particular. 

Operation Mail
Last year I came across a Bergen-Belsen 
Briefaktion des RSHA (Juden) postal card 
for sale on eBay (Figure 1). The winning 
bidder bought it for a very fair price 
considering the scarcity of postal objects 
associated with this camp. In addition to 
a few examples of the generic L1 lettercard 
used in all of the camps, prisoner mail 
from Bergen-Belsen generally consists of 
overprinted pre-printed envelopes and 
lettersheets from KZ Niederhagen (very 
rare) and officially issued government 
postal cards, such as the one shown in 
Figure 1. There are no known pre-printed 
mail formulars created specifically for KZ 
Bergen-Belsen. By far the mail objects 
most frequently encountered take the 
form of postal cards used in conjunction 
with the Gestapo Briefaktion des RSHA 
(Juden), also known as Operation Mail. 
This was a large scale postal action 
designed to manipulate perceptions about 
what was actually taking place with Jewish 
prisoners in the concentration camps, KZ 
Auschwitz in particular. 
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J. Scott Sawyer, PhD, Indianapolis, IN
A Prisoner in

KZ Bergen-Belsen
Figure 2

Bergen-Belsen prisoner postal card (Lørdahl 
Type PoL) addressed to Stockholm as part 
of the Gestapo Briefaktion des RSHA 
(Juden), cancelled on December 14, 1944. 
Note the application of blue-green chemical 
stripes on both sides to check for hidden 
text, and the red ABP censor cachet with 
code “b”(Berlin office). This card was sent 
by Elsa “Sara” Diefenbronner, a German 
Jew, to her son Erich, who lived in Sweden. 
Elsa died in KZ Bergen-Belsen on January 
17, 1945.

Figure 3
Bergen-Belsen prisoner postal card 
(Lørdahl Type PoO) addressed to 
Budapest as part of the Gestapo 
Briefaktion des RSHA (Juden), 
cancelled on August 25, 1944. 
Generally, the 15 pfennig rate paid for 
international delivery of a postal card, 
but this example was delivered with a 
6 pfennig stamp. Note also the vertical 
red ABP roller censor from the Vienna 
office. This card was sent to Hungary 
by Feivel and Cecilia Roth, members 
of the Kastner transport, confined to 
the Hungarian (Star) Camp. (Source: 
Harry Nieuwstraten, Netherlands).

Briefaktion
The Bergen-Belsen complex, originally 
set up by Himmler as a holding camp 
for Austauschjuden (exchange Jews), was 
also part of this mail action, and as a 
result Jewish prisoners were required to 
write cards to family members explaining 
that they were alive and well. These were 
then forwarded to Berlin for censoring 
and cancellation. The illustrated cards 
in Figures 1 and 2 are typical, and most 
of these were then delivered to addresses 
in Switzerland and Sweden. However, 
other destinations such as Hungary have 
been observed (Figure 3). Note that these 
cards also have the typical Briefaktion 
Lørdahl SC22b cachet (Rückantwort 
nur etc...), the standard Aufenhaltslager 
Bergen-Belsen cachet, and a number of 
censor marks. A large group of these cards, 
including those illustrated in Figures 1 and 
2, were cancelled on December 14, 1944, 
indicative of the bulk processing that took 
place. There were in fact probably three 
different mail actions executed between 
August and December 1944.
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-mail: jeanpaul.danon@free.fr or Jean-Paul 
Danon, 157 Avenue de Malakoff, 75116, Paris, 
France.
 WANTED: Plate no. blocks of the first 
Revenue Series, Bale Rev. 1-18. Margin strips 
will also do as long as they show the full plate 
number information, -mail: jfurman@
rivercross.com.
  WANTED: Transjordan and Jordan 
Aerogrammes with WEST BANK postmarks, 
also early private Israel inland lettersheets. A. 
Goldstone, 166 Bury Old Road, Salford, M7 
4QY, England.
 PALESTINE MANDATE: We have the 
stamps you need. From singles to complete 
collections. Varieties, SPECIMEN, stationary, 
plate blocks and more. Contact Ze’ev Galibov 
and increase the worth of your collection today.
-mail: zeev@galibov.com.
 TRADE Exhibition quality Holy Land 
covers including Free French military for 
military and diplomatic covers. Dennis Tong 
% 463-42nd Ave., San Francisco, CA 94121.
  WANTED: Simple interim covers 
franked ONLY with 3 mil Tirat Zvi stamp. 
All postmarks sought. David Dubin, 545 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Members and Non-Members. Advertising 
rates are 20¢ per word and the minimum cost 
is $4.00 per ad. You must send payment with 
the ad.
Each paid up member is entitled to one free 15 
word ad each year. In figuring the word count 
do not count your name and address since there 
is no charge for this type of special ad. However, 
you must add 20¢ per word over the 15 word 
allowance. If you want your free ad to appear 
more than one time, include payment on the 
basis of regular ad rates above.
Send all ads and payments to Classified Ad 
Editor: Barry D. Hoffman, 291 Spurwink 
Ave., Cape Elizabeth, Maine 04107. Include a 
SASE if you expect correspondence. Typed ad 
appreciated. Members can fax free ads to (617) 
266-6666, or -mail: pakistan@tiac.net.
 SELLING .duplicate SIP (year-sets and 3 
bound volumes), Judaica Post, early Holyland 
Philatelist and THAMEP’s and others. Great 
shape. -mail:: vsilver01@gmail.com for a list.
  WANTED: First New Year tabbed 
commercial covers, rates, origins, 
destinations. Please send scans, prices to 

Ruland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666-2925,
-mail: dubin5@aol.com.
  BUY/TRADE: mint, non-hinged and 
in good condition definitive plate blocks. 
Send an e-mail for a list of wants/trades to 
-mail: minissen@bigpond.net.au, post: 
Dr. Nissen, Unit 201/461 St. Kilda Road, 
Melbourne, VIC 3004, Australia.
  JUDAICA Thematic Society: specializing in 
Judaica themed stamps from around the world 
(excluding Israel), G. Goodman, 26 Dunbabin 
road, Liverpool, L15, 6XN, England, U.K.  
-mail: judaicathematicsociety@talktalk.net.
 JUDAICA/ISRAEL: Jewish  theme  
items,  stamps,  coins, religious articles, 
antiques, bought/sold. Bick, Box 854, Van 
Nuys, CA 91408, 818-997-6496, -mail: 
ibick@sbcglobal.net, www.bick.net.
 WANTED: Zahal Revenues 250 fils 
small frame plate block, Israel Radio 
stamps in gutter pairs and gutter blocks.
-mail: rjcohen885@optonline.net. ■

e-Bay aUCtIon
At fi rst I was puzzled why the card in 
Figure 1 hadn’t attracted more bids than 
it did, as this was only the second piece of 
Bergen-Belsen prisoner mail that I’ve seen 
listed on eBay in over 10 years. Prisoner 
mail from Bergen-Belsen is rare primarily 
because most of the inmates were Jews, 
and as such not allowed to write except in 
special circumstances, such as Operation 
Mail. It could have been merely a slow 
day for KZ collectors, but a partial 
explanation for the low number of bids 
may lie in the sender’s address fi eld, where 
the prisoner’s name has been erased. I’ve 
seen this occasionally on other pieces 
of prisoner mail, and while it doesn’t 
detract from the value of the item very 
much, it could still be considered damage 
depending on how it happened. One 
possibility is that the recipient erased the 
name right aft er receiving the card, but it 
could have occurred much later aft er the 
war. Curious to know what the name was, 
I turned to the information in the address 
fi eld. Th e assumption I always begin with 
is that the family name of the recipient in 
the address fi eld is the same as that of the 
prisoner. Th is will generally be true about 
80% of the time.

PrISoner SearCh
Looking at the reverse of the card (Figure 
4), we know that the prisoner’s fi rst name 
was Hans, but the date of writing is 
missing, which is frequently the case with 
mail action cards. Th e recipient, F(ietje) 

Kerfeld-v(an) Meekren (Figure 1), led me 
to believe that I was dealing with a Dutch 
family. However, searching the available 
databases for either Fietje or Hans 
Kerfeld-van Meekren did not turn up any 
connection with Bergen-Belsen or any 
other camp, but I did come across a Fietje 
van Meekren, daughter of Herman and 
Leni van Meekren of Amsterdam. Th is 
was signifi cant as several thousand Jews 
in Amsterdam were eventually deported 
to Bergen-Belsen. Here the trail almost 
disappeared, but I still had the prisoner’s 
date of birth, June 9, 1927. Continuing 
my research on the van Meekren family, I 
fi nally discovered that in 1939 a German 
boy, Hans Lindauer, had been sent to live 
with them in Amsterdam by his mother, 
Dina. Hans was born in Karlsruhe, Baden-
Württemberg, Germany on June 9, 1927. 
At this point the main mystery was 

solved: Hans Moritz Lindauer, a German 
Jew seeking refuge in Amsterdam, wrote 
the card in Figure 1.

hanS’ lIfe
There is not much 
known about how  
exactly he wound up 
in Bergen-Belsen. He 
apparently survived for 
years in Amsterdam 
South and later in 
Amsterdam East 
(Jewish Quarter), even 
working as an archivist 
for the fi nancial department of the 
Jodenraad (Jewish Council). At some 
point the usual unhappy story began to 
play out. He was discovered, arrested by 
the Gestapo, and on June 20, 1943 sent 
to the Westerbork transit camp, where he 
was put to work 

Figure 5
Hans Lindauer

Figure 4
The first name of sender of the card in Figure 1 is Hans.
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as a messenger boy. Although most of the Jews deported from 
Westerbork were sent to KZ Auschwitz, Hans was sent to 
KZ Bergen-Belsen on January 11, 1944. It is possible that he 
possessed special papers that provided him with some limited 
protection as a potential “exchange Jew,” and was thus spared 
the trip to Auschwitz.

We also know that aft er the war his mother Dina Lindauer, 
now living with her sister in New York, was still unsure of his 
ultimate fate. However, she clearly knew that he had been sent 
to Bergen-Belsen. Figure 6 is a detail from the August 17, 1945 
search advertisement section of Aufbau, a German-language 
Jewish newspaper known for publishing lists of persons missing 

from the Holocaust. She placed the ad on the left  for her son 
Hans. It communicates that her only child was taken to Bergen-
Belsen when he was 17 years old.

Contrary to initial reports, Hans Lindauer did not die in the 
camp. He survived until the evacuations of Bergen-Belsen in 
April 1945, when he was loaded onto a train and transported 
back and forth across Germany for several weeks before being 
liberated by the Russians at Tröbitz near Leipzig. Unfortunately, 
by then Lindauer had contracted typhus and died a short time 
later.

Special thanks to Erik Lørdahl and Henry Joshua for valuable information 
relating to Bergen-Belsen, and Harry Nieuwstraten for Figure 3.

1. Sources:
2. Erik Lørdahl, German Concentration Camps, 1933-1945, History 

and Inmate Mail, War and Philabooks Ltd., Tårnåsen, Norway, 2008.
3. www.kaminsky.nl A genealogical site with information on the 

extended Kaminsky family, including branches in Poland, Lithuania, 
Germany, Prussia, Hungary, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic. 
The Lindauer family appears to belong to the German branch.

4. www.aufbauonline.com Official website of the newspaper Aufbau. ■ 

Figure 6
Detail of the search advertisement pages from the August 17, 1945 edition 
of the newspaper Aufbau. The Aufbau (Reconstruction) published the 
names of over 33,000 Holocaust refugees from the end of the war through 
September 1946. Much of the data associated with these refugees is currently 
held by the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, D. C. 
The Aufbau is still published today.

o - o - o - o

Loading and unloading air mail in 
the early years of the State.
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Editor’s note: The following three pages are sample pages from Daryl Kibble’s National Large Gold Medal with Felicitations exhibit. It was shown for the first time at 
the Sydney Stamp Expo 2011 held in Australia March 31-April 3. Daryl resides in Australia and it is very difficult for him to show his exhibit outside of his country. 
Consequently, over the next several issues of The Israel Philatelist we will include several exhibit pages in each issue. 

Daryl Kibble, Redbank, Australia
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Interrupted/Delayed Mail of the Arab-Israeli Conflict 
During the past 60 years, the Middle East has endured prolific instability: 
conventional warfare, Islamic terrorism and the longest postal boycott in 
philately. The postal boycott stems from the Arab League's wider anti-Israel 
boycott, resulting in the refusal to service mail to Israel. This breaches the 
Universal Postal Union (UPU) Constitution Article 1 (summary at right-+). 

For clarity in this exhibit, interrupted/delayed mail is defined as mail that: 
1. did not reach its intended destination and/or addressee; or 
2. was returned to sender (whether or not subsequently reforwarded); or 
3. reached its final destination but only after significant delay, or after other 

interventions such as security screening. 
[By this definition, mail in this exhibit travelled the postal system multiple times, 
experiencing more wear and tear than typical covers of the period]. 

Lead-Up to Conflict: 
1922: League of Nations approves the British Mandate for Palestine, which 

includes the British-created Transjordan east of the Jordan River; 
1946: Jordan (Arab) independence, equalling 77% of original Mandate lands; 
1947: UN partitions remaining 23% of the Mandate between Arab & Jewish; 

Net result of Mandate lands: 87% Arab, 13% Jewish, <1% shared; 
1947-48: Civil War in Palestine: Jews accept partition plan as ''the 

indispensable minimum"; Arabs reject plan claiming all of Palestine; 
1948: (May 15th) War of Independence - Arab States attack Israel. 

Chapter 1 - Conventional War 
Many rarities as noted in the exhibit (eg. earliest recorded mail arriving in besieged 
Jerusalem May 1948; some of the few parcels captured in the Six-Day War): 
Civil War in Palestine: April/May 1948 sees the Jewish & Arab militias fighting for 
control of key areas, particularly Haifa, Jaffa, & Jerusalem, with social consequences 
of population migration, business disruption, & tampering of mail. 
War of Independence: Arab League attacks Israel May 1948. War till July 1949. 
Mail Suspensions: The important fabric of social & business interaction -
communication - disrupted for many months. Some suspended mails re-sent by 
Jewish organisations via Emergency Mails. 
Other Wars: Suez Crisis 1956157, Six-Day War 1967, etc. with captured mails. 

Chapter 2- Terrorism 
Terror in the Air & in the Mail 
All Palestinian terrorist events represented. Rarities incl.: 1970 Swissair 330 
Coronado bombing; 1973 JAL747 Hijack by PFLP; 1974 BA870 Hijack (both Types). 

Chapter 3 - Political War 
The exhibitor's collection includes an example of every recorded Arab and Israeli 
marking. A selection are shown, including all key markings where only one or few 
examples have been recorded, as well as earliest usage dates and unique routings. 
Arab Postal Bovcott: Arab League economic boycott of Israel, which includes refusal 
to have postal relations. Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon the primary offenders. Many 
rarities, including unique Lebanon Type I & unique "Jewish or Arab" French label. 
Israeli No Service: Israeli response to Arab boycott & Palestinian Authority. Rarities 
including the earliest recorded foreign incoming mail to Israel with "Pas de Service". 

Political Representation of Material 
Primary Arrival Destination (where key Instructional Markings struck): 
Arab 40%; Israeli 39%; Mandate 6%; Other 15%. 
Intended Destination (but interrupted re: social factors of war & discrimination): 
Israeli 38%; Arab 33%; Mandate 19%; Other 10% 

E = Expertised 

UPU Constitution Article 1 
re: Postal Boycott 

Under the Treaty setting up a 
General Postal Union of1874, 
contracting parties are obligated 
to treat letter-post items in transit 
from other countries as if their 
own, without discrimination. 

This idea was written into the 
Constitution to guarantee the 
principle of freedom of transit, 
obligating administrations to: 

"Redirect missent Items of all kinds 
to their intended destination 
without delay and by the quickest 
routes." 

The anti-Israel boycott has seen 
some Arab and Islamic countries 
in contravention of Article 1 vis-A­

vis Israel. Israel has responded in 
kind. 

Abbrev.: IM: Instructional Marking; 
RTS: Returned to Sender. 

Research: Significant new personal 
research throughout, including below: 

References: 
1. Gladstone, N. 1978. Postal 
Censorship in lsrael1948 ... 1978. 
London: Central stamp Gallery; 
2. Shamlr, C. & Siegel, M.1991. 
Israel Foreign Postal Unks (The Postal 
History of the Transition Period in Israel, 

1948, Vo/111), Jerusalem: Society of the 
Postal History of Eretz-lsrael; 
3. Kibble, D. 2008,2009,2010. 
"Instructional Markings & Labels of the 
Arab-Israeli Postkrieg- NO SERVICE", 
The Israel Philatelist 

A) 2008 LIX [6]:214-215; 
B) 2009 LX [1]: 22-26; 
C) 2009 LX [2]: 6tHl9; 
D) 2009 LX [4]: 150-153; 
E) 2009 LX [6]: 216-219; 
F) 2010 LXI [2]: 50-53; 
G) 2010 LXI [4]: 146-147; 
H) 2010 LXI [5]: 189-193. 

4. Kibble, D. 2010. "West Bank 
Delayed Mail Due To The Six-Day War", 
The BAPIP Bulletin XVII [160]: 1-13; 
5. Kibble, D. 2010. "Israeli Security 
Cachets & Labels -Another 
Perspective·, The BAPIP Bulletin XVIII 
[161]: 1-14. 
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1.1.Civil War in Mandatory Palestine 1.1.4 Siege of Jerusalem 

Mail stopped arriving in Jerusalem due to the siege after 20 April 1948. Regular services would not resume until 23 June 1948. 
The desperate situation meant that the few light planes reaching Jerusalem from Tel Aviv were confined to weapons & 
medicines. There was no room for mail, with priority going to Army correspondence of a military nature. It was nearly 

impossible for private mail to be sent in, with only a small number known. 

ROUTE: 
New York {USA) 08.1V.I948 
-+ Lydda {Palestine) prior to 24.1V.1948 
--+Tel Aviv {Palestine) 
..... Jerusalem {Palestine) 02.V.1948 

10c Air Letter rate. 

Arrived on the army plane after transfer to 
Tel Aviv. Pilzer had connections with the 
main bank APC. enabling air transports for 
communication between two brothers. 
Privileged Civilian Mail 

Earliest recorded flown mail into besieged 
Jerusalem. One of three earliest dates 

existing. From the Pitzer family 
correspondence discovered in 2006. 

24 days in transit. 

E: 25 Aug 2009 

-

?.,. :B. 137 c,,pef" Sfi..J,'";, 

1\tor- Ywk .l, l'f. y.' ,,/n �� 
. 

AIR LETTER VIA AIR MAIL 
PARAVION 

Incoming Flown Mall to Besieged Jerusalem- Earliest Recorded (2 May 19481 

The Pilzer family correspondence provide rare examples 
of such privileged civilian mail. 

Hebrew correspondence inside this Pilzer letter speaks of 
the desperate situation in Yamin Moshe, Jerusalem: 

When I sent you my letter yesterday. your letters from 31 /3 and 
1/4 were waiting for me at the post office. Your letters increased 

my bitter concem that was raised from the article in the Times 
which I wrote to you about yesterday. In your letter of 31 /3. 
Mordechai writes that "only 9 families are left in all of Yamin 

Moshe" and in the letter of 1/4, Pnina writes that you are the last 
ones left. May G_d keep you safe. 

Inside correspondence of the Air Letter - Earliest Recorded Flown 
Mail Into Besieged Jerusalem. Pfizer wrote all arrival dates of 

correspondence In both Hebrew & Latin. 

Yamin Moshe was slowly evacuated so that the Haganah could defend Jerusalem. 
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2.1. Terror in the Air 2.1.4 Aircraft Hijacking 

Palestinian terrorists also resorted to aircraft hijackings. On 20th July 1973 the PFLP together with the Japanese Red Army 
hijacked a JAL 747 en route from Amsterdam to Tokyo. After surviving a mid-air explosion, the plane landed in Dubai. Several 

days later the plane landed in Libya where it was blown up at Benghazi airport. Most mail was destroyed. 195 charred mail 
items addressed to New Zealand from the Netherlands however were recovered, of which few survive today. 

Miss L.V. North, 
394 Don Buck Road, 
Massey, 
AUCKLAND 8. 

Dear Miss North, 

P.AK 20/35 

Chief Post Office, 

AUCKLAND. 

14 August 1973 

The attached postcard was received at this country 
from Amsterdam in an airmail dispatch which was damaged in 
transit when the aircraft was blown up by hijakers at 
Benghazi Airport, Libya on 24 July 1973. 

In the circumstances would you please accept my apology 
for this happening. 

('1I'SS L, V. /'.Joe-� 

.3'\ 4 :u,� &w-k 'RJ. 
}'lA-s.s £ y 

. jt �Ji!:.'<:'LAN Y 
•, I . .  

) 

ROUTE: Amsterdam (Netherlands) 20.VII.l973 
HIJACKED-+ Dubai (UAR) 20.VII, 1973 ..... 
Damascus (Syria) REFUEL 24. Vll.1973 ..... 

Benghazi (Libya) 24.VII.l973 DESTROYED-+ 
Auckland (NZ) 14.VIII.l973. 
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Romano House of Stamps Sales 

YOUR PLACE IN THE HOLY LAND 

From early Holy Land postcards to Wars and settlements post. 
From 20th century Europe stamps to the Far East. 
From memories of battles and courage to noblemen autographs. 
In our auctions you will also find the right color of money, from Ancient 
coins and medals to modem banknotes. 

We keep expanding the material we handle, and think you will enjoy 
the variety. 

So remember to Ask for Romano Auction Catalog, and visit our web site at 
www.Romano.stampcircuit.com. 



BaCkgroUnd
Castel (taken from “Castella,” 
or “Spain”) was a fi ft eenth (15th) 
generation resident of Eretz Yisrael. 
His family arrived in Gaza following 
the Spanish Inquisition, then as 
the centuries passed they moved to 
Hebron. During the 1929 riots his 
uncle was murdered, and the family 
fl ed to Jerusalem and to Zefat.

Childhood years made a strong impression on Castel. Several 
times he drew pictures of his distinguished father, a sofer 
s’tam, chazzan, teacher, poet in Ladino and artisan in his own 
right, aft er whom a synagogue is named in Machane Yehudah. 
Curiously, the father also made the covering on the ascribed 
traditional burial site of the Biblical High Priest Aharon in 
Jordan’s Petra Enclave. Even at an early age his artistic talents 

were recognized, and aft er excelling in the Bezalel School of Art, 
at age 16 he was sent to Paris to develop his skills. At one point 
a renowned Jewish leader, Ze’ev Jabotinsky, came to see the 
artwork of this artist from Eretz Yisrael. 

CaStel’S art
It is hard to describe the many works of Moshe Castel. One that 
he produced is a very moving oil painting depicting the aron 
kodesh in the Ari shul in Zefat, with light emanating from the 
sifrei Torah. Th e message is clear that the Torah enlightens our 
existence.

Castel’s perspective was most defi nitely religious, with emphasis 
on Jerusalem and with a touch of mysticism. Another of his 
paintings (“Ancient Scrolls,” 1940, oil on canvas) on display in 
the museum shows the continuity of Torah from the Akeida 
(sacrifi ce of Isaac) in the lower part of the picture through the 

Dr. Jay Levinson, Jerusalem, Israel

�“��� � ��� ’� ����� ��� Moshe Castel Museum of Art

Many heimische and orthodox people are almost ambivalent to 

art and often view it in somewhat derogatory terms. Perhaps 

this is due to common non-Jewish motifs in classic paintings or 

an offensive immodesty that is sometimes depicted. Yet, there is a 

strong Jewish tradition in art dating back to Bezalel and Biblical times. Paintings 

and drawings, when used properly, can convey an effective religious message. 

That is what Moshe Castel (1909-1991) has done. 

Moshe Castel

Israel 2005
Israeli Art Stamp

Castel’s Tablets of the 
Covenant
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NEGEV HOLYLAND STAMPS
Holy Land Postal Bid Sales

Are Held Twice A Year

Profusely illustrated catalogue sent free on request to serious collectors
Forerunners, British Mandate, Interim, Israel, Judaica

Material is always accepted for auction. Please write providing full details
Ask about special low commission rates

NEGEV HOLYLAND STAMPS AUCTIONS
presented by BUTTON STAMP COMPANY

Michael Bale, Philatelic Advisor

Sid Morginstin Telephone 609-298-2891
P.O. Box 8101 e-mail: LEADSTAMP@VERIZON.NET
TRENTION, NJ 08650, USA FAX 609-291-8438

 Cell Phone 609-456-9508
Please visit us on our WEB site: http://negev.stampcircuit.com/

this is part of http://www.stampcircuit.com/

CaStel mUSeUm
Th e cornerstone for this museum was laid in 
1992, but work proceeded slowly according 
to the architectural plans of David Reznik. 
Only in March 2010 was work completed. 
Since opening more than 7000 visitors 
have enjoyed the fi ne collection of Castel’s 
monumental works. Although art is the 
main theme of the museum, Reznik’s 
architecture with magnifi cent views of the 
Judean Hills and Jerusalem on the horizon 
should not be neglected.

Not all of Castel’s art is on display in the 
museum. As the Nazis advanced toward 
Paris, Castel fl ed, leaving his art behind; 
aft er the war none of these works were to 
be found. Today Castel’s art can also be seen 
in the Knesset, the Weizmann Institute, 
Binyanei Ha’Umah, the Technion and other 
prestigious places. One of his favorites is the 

subject of a postage stamp issued by Israel in 2005, depicting the 
Tablets of the Covenant.

Th e museum is defi nitely recommended. It is a fi ne example of 
yet another method of religious expression. It is not a museum to 
race through. Sit, look, think, and let the artwork speak.

Open Sunday-Th ursday 10:00-17:00 except Tuesday until 
19:00. Friday and holiday eve 10:00-14:00. Closed Shabbat and 
holidays. Tel: (02) 535-7000. Admission: Adults NIS 36, Seniors 
and Disabled NIS 18, Families NIS 100. Wheelchair accessible. ■

much later story of Purim shown above. 
Th e old Hebrew script joins the two scenes. 
and also expresses the post World War II 
sentiment of progressing from imminent 
slaughter to total triumph.

Th ere is one interesting religious statement 
to be inferred from the Akeida. In the 
shadows near Yitzhak there is the very 
vague fi gure of a woman. Th is is Castel’s 
way of suggesting that although Sarah was 
not physically present, her psychological 
support never wavered. A mother always 
pays attention to her child.

Some of Castel’s pictures are not exactly 
serious. Not only did Mordechai reject the 
grandeur of Haman and refuse to bow down 
to him. One work shows Esther displaying 
a comically mocking disrespect for Haman. 

Th ere are also paintings that are not realistic. “Olive Gathering” 
(1940) shows an idealistic view of the harvest with no one toiling 
under the summer heat. But isn’t that realism? —the idealized 
childhood memories of a boy growing up in Palestine.

Another painting illustrates a religious fi gure speaking or 
perhaps singing with letters of the ancient Hebrew script rising 
to the heavens and descending. Th is is a trigger for thought. Our 
heritage of ancient writing should not be forgotten. We maintain 
a communication of praise with the Almighty. Our very presence 
in this world is a result of speech, since Creation was the result of 
words, as G-d said there will be, and there was.

Ancient Scrolls  1940
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Super Dvora Mk. III is the latest generation of the venerable 
Dvora/Dabur family of fast patrol boats (FPB). Selected again 

Stamp issued by Sri Lanka honoring 
the 60th anniversary of their Navy. The 
patrol boat is the Super Dvora Mk III 
made in Israel by IAI Ramta. The boats 
are operated by the Israelis, Sri Lankan 
and nearly a dozen other international 
customers.

Dr. Arnold Paddock, Dallas, TX

Super Dvora Mk III

o - o - o - o 

in January 2002 by the Israel Navy as its next generation FPB, 
the Mark III has superior operational capabilities evidenced 
in higher interception speeds against sea targets, increased 
operational ranges, incorporation of more advanced stabilized 
weapon systems, and improved human engineering and 
accommodations for the crew.

Super Dvora Mk III is 25 meters long, has an operational radius 
of 700 nautical miles while reaching speeds in excess of 45 knots 
at a full displacement of 65 tons.
Source: http://defense-update.com/directory/super-dvora-3.htm ■

Th e Dutch Post TNT in cooperation with the Anne Frank Museum has issued a stamp sheet in a folder 

for promotion of the museum. No First Day Cover’s or maximum cards were prepared. Th ere are three 

stamps in the sheet and each has the face value of 1.0€. Th e stamps are not for sale separately. Th is sheet 

is only available at the  museum or direct from the TNT Philatelic Services for EUR 4,95. 

Bart Belonje, President NIP (Netherlands-Israel Philatelie)

Anne Frank

Anne Frank has been honored on several stamp issues. Here 
are two examples.

The Netherlands’ Anne Frank stamp sheet
Germany

Scotts Catalog #1293

Germany’s 1979 issue showing a 
school picture of Anne. 

Israel
Scotts Catalog #985

Israel’s 1988 stamp showing 4 
school pictures of Anne and the 

house her family hide in from the 
Nazis in Amsterdam.

mUSeUm BaCkgroUnd
Th e Anne Frank house is situated at Prinsengracht 263-267 in 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands. In this house the Frank family 
hide  during World War II from the Nazis. On August 4, 1944 
everyone in the Secret Annex (Achterhuis = Backhouse) was 
arrested and deported to Auschwitz. Later Anne and her sister 
Margot were sent to Bergen Belsen where Anne died in March, 
1945, at the age of 15. Only her father Otto Frank survived  and 
retrieved her diary.
For more information visit: www.annefrank.org
If you would like help obtaining the folder, please contact Bart Belonje by 
e-mail at: b.belonje@hetnet.nl. ■
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BaCkgroUnd
Pseudo–airmail covers can be distinguished from covers actually intended for air carriage, but not always at fi rst glance. Th e signifi cant 
paper shortage in Palestine during World War II led senders of surface mail to increasingly use envelopes that were previously created 
and/or endorsed for airmail. Th ese covers have an airmail label affi  xed, a printed airmail etiquette, and/or a script endorsement 
(oft en erroneous and occasionally absent). It appears that some senders may have actually intended to use these covers for airmail, but 
changed their minds. More likely they used covers that were just conveniently at hand, whether or not the cover already indicated 
that airmail handling might be intended. In addition, the Palestine Government, the PTT and the British Army encouraged the 
reuse of offi  cial forms and envelopes, some of which involved airmail.

Th ese covers graphically illustrate the fact that the most important observations identifying a cover to be sent by airmail were the 
destination and the applied postage. If the rate paid did not clearly diff erentiate airmail from surface handling, the next most 
important observation was the weight as noted by a postal clerk. However, that was rarely necessary. Airmail etiquettes, labels, and/
or endorsements only alerted the postal clerk to be aware of the possibility that the sender expected the cover to be sent by air. Th e 
clerk was charged with determining the rate paid and then sending the cover in the most expeditious manner available, either by the 
appropriate airmail route, or by surface if that was the best route paid for under the circumstances at that time. 

Examples
Th e largest group of pseudo-airmail covers in my collection (37) were sent to foreign countries. Seven are from the pre-War period.

Leslie A. Bard, M.D. Carmel, CAC2008

Economy/Convenience Use Of
Postally-Related Items Associated With The

Paper Shortage in Palestine
Pseudo-Airmail Covers

Economy and convenience have been factors in the use of mail communication since covers came 

into use, and even before that. I became interested in this phenomenon when I noticed a few covers 

from Palestine with airmail etiquettes, labels or endorsements described on ebay.com as airmail, when 

their rate paid was clearly for surface carriage. More oft en, similar covers were not described at all, only 

illustrated. Th is is my attempt to show that these “Pseudo-Airmail” covers and similar ancillary postal 

items can be interesting and collectible.

 Figure 1
Mailed 24 Sep 
31 to the United 

States.  Th e airmail label was lined over with graphite pencil two 
times by the sender, but that is barely noticeable. Th e postal clerk 
was more emphatic, using a blue pencil. Th e cover paid 13 mils for 
registration plus 13/7 mils/20 g. (i.e. 1st 20g costs 13 mils, each 
additional 20 g costs 7 mils) for foreign surface: total= 33 mils. 
Th e required air fee probably would have required an additional 
15 mils.

 Figure  2
Mailed 20 May 
36 to Poznan, 
Poland. Th e printed 
airmail label was 

supplemented by an ink endorsement “Via Roma-Berlin” 
(K.L.M.?) that was underlined with red pencil. All were 
vigourously scribbled over with a graphite pencil. Nothing was 
paid; so the Haifa postal clerk hand-stamped the empty upper 
right corner, indicated a tax of 40c in blue pencil, and certainly 
sent it by surface. In Poznan the addressee paid the tax on 28 
May; transit ≤ 8 days.

www.israelstamps.com The Israel Philatelist–April 201134



Figure 3
Sent 28 Jun 36 to the United Kingdom (U.K.), paid with 8 mils. 
Th e printed airmail etiquette was canceled with a grid pattern 
of black ink lines. Th e correct surface rate to the U.K. was 8/5 
mils/20 g., while the airmail rate was 13/10 per 10 g.

Figure  4
Mailed 19 Mar 37 to “Ohio, Japan.” Th e “By Air Mail” 
endorsement was lined over with black ink, but the lines are 
barely noticeable at fi rst glance. It was paid with 13 mils but the 
airmail rate was 50/40 mils/10 g. to Japan (via air to Singapore). 
Th e Palestine postal clerk convincingly “X”d out the airmail 
label. “Japan” was lined over and “Ohio” underlined with red 
ink, probably in Shimonoseki, Japan on 16 Apr 37 (back-stamp); 
transit = 30 days. Presumably the cover was forwarded to the 
addressee in the United States, but there are no other markings. 

Figure 5
Mailed 3 Nov 37 to Switzerland and paid 15 mils. Th e surface 
rate was 15/10 mils/20 g. Th e airmail rate was 15/10 mils/10 g. 
via Imperial Air and 20/15 mils/10 g. via KLM. Th e airmail label 
was scribbled over with graphite pencil by the sender, but that 
could be easily missed in the rapid sorting of mail. A clerk made 
certain that it was clearly “Insuffi  ciently prepaid for air mail….” 

Figure 6
Mailed 12 Jul 38 to the United States. Th e postcard was issued 
for the foreign surface rate of 8 mils on 1 Jun 32. Without an 
additional 2 mils to meet the airmail rate of 10 mils, it would 
have had a tax indicated, to be assessed on the recipient. Th e 
sender used the graphite scribble technique on the airmail label. 
Th e postal clerk probably decided that was suffi  cient and very 
likely sent it via surface, as the sender intended. I have several 
postcards like this sent to prewar Europe. Most were taxed and 
apparently sent by air, but one was sent without evidence of 
cancelled air carriage and without being taxed.  

Figure 7
Sent 1 Aug 39 to (Japanese occupied) Shanghai and paid 15 mils. 
Th e surface rate was 15/9 mils/20 g. Th e airmail rate to China 
was 40/35 mils/10 g. to  Hong Kong. Th e mailer, Gerhard Ritter, 
whose fi rst language was probably German, obviously wanted 
the cover to be sent by air. Also, he was very likely to have 
known what was going on there at that time, and was distracted 
by concern for his family. Th e postal clerk noted the rate paid 
and simply sent it as surface mail. Th ere is a back–stamp of Port 
Said Traffi  c, Egypt on 3 August and a Shanghai back–stamp 28 
August transit = 27 days. Th is supports the handling. Was the 
sender simply unaware of the correct rate, or did he not have the 
money to pay for airmail service?

In the pre-War period, convenience, i.e., using an evelope that 
was “near-at- hand,” was probably more important than economy.

War & Post War Covers
 Th e following 30 covers sent during and aft er WWII were more 
likely to have been used for reasons of economy, primarily due 
to the signifi cant paper shortage. All of the following quotations 
related to the shortage of paper in Palestine are from the 
Palestine Post, the only English language newspaper in Palestine, 
published every day but Saturday.
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Figure 11
Sent 4 Dec 39 
to Italy, and 
paid 15 mils 
for the foreign 
surface rate of 
15/9 mils per 20 
g. Th e airmail 
rate was 25/20 
mils/10 g. via 
ALA or KLM. 
Th e postal clerk 
canceled the 
airmail label 

with one of the four types of “Insuffi  ciently prepaid…” hand–
stamps used in Palestine. It was sent by surface and back–
stamped in Genova on 18 December = 14 days transit.

Figures 8 and 9

Figures 8 and 9
Mailed on 15 Oct 39 to Switzerland, paid 15 mils. Th e airmail 
etiquette is crossed out with black ink. Th e airmail rate was 
30/25 mils/10 g., and the surface rate 15/9 mils/20 g. Th e 
censor used the PC23 label to reseal the cover instead of the 
standard procedure of covering the address with it. Th e cover 
was returned to the sender with an explanatory memorandum, 
P.C. 3, enclosed (Figure 9). Th e ink script on it reads “enemy 
country.” It has been estimated that about 5% of covers mailed 
to other countries were returned by Palestine censors to the 
sender with a PC23 label and an explanatory insert.

Figure 10
Mailed 3 Dec 
39 to Yugoslavia, 
paid 15 mils 
for the foreign 
surface rate of 
15/9 mils/20 g. 

It was endorsed at the lower left  “Par Avion.” Th e airmail rate 
was 25/20 mils per 10 g. via ALA or KLM. Th e PC 23 label was 
placed over the address per regulation and the cover returned to 
the sender in Haifa.

Government Notices
6 May 40, p 6 –  “Refl ections, Paper - Although there may 
not yet be much visible sign of it, there is a paper shortage 
in Palestine. Prices are going up, and orders are hard to fi ll…
We consume a large quantity of newsprint, comparatively, in 
proportion to the population, and some of it could be repulped…”

30 Jun 40, p 6 – “Justice Cuts Paper (When and if the shortage 
becomes acute) Th e Chief Justice has advised Judges in the 
Palestine Courts to use both sides of the paper in making their 
depositions.”

Figure 12
Mailed 24 Dec 39 to the United Kingdom, paid 10 mils. Th e 
surface rate was 10/6 mils/20 g. Th e airmail rate was 25/20 
mils/10 g. via ALA or KLM to Italy, then surface; or 60 mils/10 
g. via Imperial Air to the United Kingdom. Th e airmail label was 
scribbled over with pencil that could be easily missed in rapid 
sorting. An alert postal clerk applied an “Insuffi  ciently prepaid…” 
hand–stamp to be certain of surface delivery.

Figure 13
Sent 17 May 40 to Switzerland. Th e printed airmail etiquette 

“MIT LUFTPOST” was eff ectively canceled with pencil by the 
sender. Th e 15 mils for the fi rst 20 g. paid was correct for surface. 
Air via ALA to Rome, then surface, would have cost 25 mils/10 g. 
Censored in Palestine (PC 22) and London (PC 90). ■

to be continued
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Moshe Kol Kalman, Kibbutz Lahav, Israel
JNF Stamps—a collector’s diary…

Jewish National Fund- new issues

degel yISrael- ISrael’S flag

12 self adhesive stamps in a booklet. Each stamps has value of 3 
NIS. On the booklet cover is a note that the Degel Israel is a new 
issue  of an older and historic one. Th e previous issues were glued 
to school certifi cates for many years.

Th e stamps design consists of two Israeli fl ags on a background 
of green and blue, the colors of the KKL–JNF.

ShImon PereS

A booklet of 16 self adhesive stamps with each stamp having 
a value of 2 NIS. Th e message on the cover states “Th e stamp 
with President Shimon Peres continues the series of Presidential 
stamps beginning with the fi rst one of Chaim Weizman. Shimon 
Peres was born in Poland in 1923. Th rough the years he has fi lled 
many important positions in the government. He was very active 
in the Knesset and was twice the Prime Minister of Israel. In 
1994 he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace. On June 13, 
2007 he was elected the 9th President of Israel. 

Carmel foreSt fIre

Th e Mount Carmel forest fi re  (December 2-5, 2010) was a deadly 
forest fi re that started on Mount Carmel in northern Israel, just 
south of Haifa. Th e fi re began at about 11:00 local time and 
spread quickly, consuming much of the Mediterranean forest 
covering the region. Th e fi re claimed at least 44 lives, making it 
the deadliest in Israel’s history. More than 17,000 people were 
evacuated, including several villages in the vicinity of the fi re, 
and there was considerable property and environmental damage. 
Th e fi re was put out on December 5 aft er raging for four days.

Th e 2 NIS stamp shows a burnt match with a green leaf sprouting 
from it. At the bottom is the emblem of the KKL-JNF with the 
letters KKL (Keren  Kayemet L’Yisrael) in Hebrew. ■
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Founded in 1955,  Bar-Ilan, sited outside Tel Aviv in Ramat Gan, is the second largest University in 

Israel.  Its organizing principles were to blend tradition with modern technologies and scholarship, 

and to teach the compelling ethics of a Jewish heritage.  Th e overarching concern, then, is to synthesize 

the ancient and the modern, the sacred and the material, and the spiritual with the scientifi c.  While 

most of its faculty and perhaps half of its student body are religious Jews,  all students are required to 

spend ~25% of their time in Jewish studies.  Th e dual mission of the University – to promote critical 

understanding of both Torah and science – is evident in the central design of her special cancellations 

(Fig. 1) and meter marks (Figs. 2-3). ■

David J. Simmons z"l, St. Louis, MO
Part 6: Israel University Meters

Bar-Ilan University

Figure 1 Figure 2

Figure 3

Doron Waide, Hamlin, PA

Gem of the Holy Land

Doar Ivri 5 Mil sheet

Group 20, rouletted perforations 
serial # 9999

Th is is the last rouletted sheet 
printed.

The next serial # of 10000 is:
 group #21 perforation 11x11. ■

o - o - o - o
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Brian Gruzd

Dr. Tamar Earnest

Queen Esther

In Memoriam

From Gregg & Michelle Philipson in memory of 
Mr. Jack Schwartz

From Dallas Chapter of SIP in memory of 
Manny Marx

From Dick & Betty Barson in memory of 
Marvin Jaffe

Dr. Nachman Brautbar
Doris & Leo Dreyfuss
Harriet Epstein
Dr. Uriel Federbush
Lawrence Goldman
David Gursky
Dr. Benjamin Izsak
Robert J. Lesser
Dr. Henry Nogid
Reynold F. Paris
Frank Polasky
Stephen Shimmin
Dr. Joel Silbert
Anonymous – 1

Moses

Special Society Gifting
$10,000 from

Israel Plate Block Society
Our deepest gratitude to

David Lebson, Nancy Fishman Bloom
and all IPB members

Special Thanks to the 

Baltimore SIP Chapter
for gifting the Endowment
as they close their chapter

Philadelphis SIP Chapter
for gifting the Endowment
as they close their chapter

Society Of Israel Philatelists 2011 Endowment Fund

HALL OF FAME
Please join us in thanking the following friends and supporters of the SIP Endowment Fund.

You are truly investing in the future of Holy Land philately!

With your help, we can reach our  $15,000 goal

	 Michael & Faye Bass

	 Kenneth Horner

King David

Dick & Betty Barson
Rachel Braun

Robert J. Cohen
Jules Cohen

Elaine Frankowski
Saul Frommer

Dr. Errol Genet
Dr. Barry Herman

Lawrence Katz
Samuel Kessler
David Lebson
Fuad Mosden
L.W. Nelson
Sol Novick

Gregg & Michelle Philipson
Scott Turner

Graeme Wilson
Anonymous – 2

Miriam
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President’s Column
SIP NEWS

Emblem of the Postal Authority in use from the setting up of the 
Authority in 1987.

New Philatelic Issues
Stamp Name	 Value

	 Israel–Gibralter Joint Issue	 4.90 NIS
	 Rabbi Shlomo Goren	 1.70 NIS
	 Clown Care	 9.00 NIS
	 Nahal Singing Troops Sheet	 38.00 NIS
	 Whinie the Pooh Sjeet	 38.00 NIS	
	 Israeli Achievements Agriculture		
Growing Crops with Saline Water	 2.50 NIS
		  Irrigating with Reclaimed Water	 2.50 NIS
		  Improving Tomatoes Through Breeding	 2.50 NIS

New Members
Members are requested to inform the Grievance 
Committee within 30 days if they know of any reason 
why the following applicant should not be admitted to 
membership as provided by the Society By-Laws.
10562	 Larry Marks	 Piscataway, NJ
10563	 Dr. Carlos Zorea	 Northville, MI

Dear Fellow Philatelists, 

Good day to you. Your Society is quite 
busy with activities to help our members 
and Holy Land philatelists throughout 
the world. Many of us are working on 
our exhibits by updating pages for the 
new gems we’ve acquired. Holy Land and 
Israeli exhibitors are signing up for frames 
at BALPEX 2011 and planning to attend 

our SIP national convention this September. Please see www.
israelstamps.com<http://www.israelstamps.com for details and 
information concerning hotels and activities. Plan on attending 
our SIP banquet on Friday, September 2nd and reconnecting with 
old friends. Space is limited and the frames are filling up quickly 
so please act soon on these matters. 

Progress is being made on digitizing all Israel Philatelist’s 
since 1948 and we’ll be unveiling the SIP’s new technologies 
in Baltimore during our national meeting. Our mission of 
modernization is on schedule and will be the hub of Holy 
Land and Israel philatelic knowledge for current and  future 
collectors. Along with digitizing The Israel Philatelist’s, we’re 
also learning how to convert the SIP’s slide lectures into Internet-
based presentations and we’ll be showing these advancements at 
BALPEX. All of this progress means your hobby and Society are 
best positioned to be sustainable for many decades to come and 
preserve the importance of Israel philately. 

Our second endeavor continues to be globalizing our Society with 
European, South American and Israeli philatelists dedicated to 
Holy Land collecting. You’ll note in the last issue of our Israel 
Philatelist that Editor Don Chafetz has been working closely 
with our sister organizations and providing an expanded global 
forum for overseas members to write articles. These are large 
steps in developing a central, worldwide hub of collectors focused 
on our niche. As we’re all witnessing massive consolidations of 
global organizations to streamline costs and improve services, your 
Society is working vigilantly to meet the 21st century challenges 
and we believe, succeeding with our initiatives. 

Along the lines of efficiencies and cost controls, the SIP is not 
immune from rising costs to print and distribute The Israel 
Philatelist or attend conventions in far away cities. Your executive 
team is working hard to keep dues stable, while keeping up 
the standards and quality that the SIP has maintained. We’re 
exploring distributing The Israel Philatelist via the Internet as an 
alternate way of getting the knowledge and articles to its members 
using similar techniques that the largest media organizations are 
adopting. How exciting will it be to have an Apple App for Israel 
philately that gives access to our Society anywhere/anytime? We 
believe once our web initiative moves to the next level of expanded 
content, the SIP will be positioned to market itself in a whole new 
realm. This plan will attract new members throughout the world 
and help preserve the value of our material. We must continue 

to support modernizing and globalizing our Society and our 
collecting interests as a long term survival strategy.

I want to thank  all those members who have contributed to 
our Endowment and the Web Archive Library special project 
fund because you see how important it is for our organization 
to have the proper financial resources that support these 
initiatives. Please go to the Endowment section of our website 
and make an online contribution today.

I look forward to seeing you in Baltimore and if I can be of any 
service, please don't hesitate to contact me at the email address 
listed within this Israel Philatelist.

Michael A. Bass
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SIP NEWS
	 AFFILIATED CHAPTERS

CAPETOWN
A. Katzef

PO Box 770
Milnerton 7435, South Africa
-mail: akatzef@mweb.co.za ■

JOHANNESBURG
Brian Gruzd

PO Box 37153
Birnam Park 2015 South Aftrica ■
-mail: gzgz@iafrica.com

Programs:
•	 Dec 1 - Latkes and Schnapps

Chapter meets 1st Monday of every 
month in the Board Room of the 
Waverly Synagogue at 7:30 pm.

MINNESOTA
Wayne Hassell

2180 Hartford Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55116-1467

Tel. (651) 699-2166 ■

ROCHESTER
Dr. Sherwin Morris
1840 Monroe Ave.

Rochester, NY 1461 ■

ST. LOUIS
Alan Barasch

PO Box 411571
St. Louis, MO 63141 ■

CHERRY HILL
Ronald Zukin

8400 Atlantic Avenue
Margate, NJ 08402-2612

 
-mail: : ronzukin@gmail.com ■

	 AFFILIATED STUDY 
GROUPS

J.N.F. STUDY CIRCLE
Howard S. Chapman
28650 Settlers Lane

Pepper Pike, OH 44124

PALESTINE STUDY GROUP
Irwin Math

PO Box 7449
North Brunswick, NJ 08902 ■

HOLOCAUST STUDY GROUP
Dr. Justin R. Gordon

PO Box 322
Skokie, IL 60076 ■

C.A.S.P.I.P. STUDY CIRCLE
A. Katz

PO Box 770
Milnerton 7435, South Africa ■

•	 Holocaust Part 2
Chapter meets every 2nd Tuesday of the 
month at the Oak Park Community 
Center, 13600 Oak Park Blvd, Oak 
Park at 7:30 p.m. Philatelic bourse, 
trading, new issues, interesting program. 
Everyone welcome. Contact Nathan 
Peiss, 24610 Seneca, Oak Park, MI 
48237 (248) 548-1888 for information. ■

GREATER HARTFORD
Jeffrey Rudolph
124 Fuller Drive

West Hartford, CT 06117 ■

MARVIN SIEGELCHAPTER
Alan Doberman

PO Box 239
Pomona, NY 10970

-mail: alandobey@yahoo.com
Meets alternatively at the Young Israel 
Ohav Zedek Synagogue, 6015 Riverdale 
Ave, Bronx, NY and The New City Jewish 
Center, Old School House Road, New 
City, NY. Discussions, philatelic program 
each month. Everyone welcome. ■

SAN FRANCISCO
BAY AREA

Ed Rosen
PO Box 5502

Redwood City, CA 94063 ■

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
Jonathan Becker

-mail:Jbecker@nwastma.com
Wherever you place yourself in Israel-
Holyland-Judaica philately, an SIP 
Chapter can further your pleasure and 
knowledge. ■

SOUTH FLORIDA
Howard Rotterdam
3601 N 47 Avenue

Hollywood, FL 33021
-mail: hrteach@bellsouth.net

Program: Theresienstadt Postal 
Servicess
by Dottie Miller

Chapter meets the second Monday of 
each month at 1 p.m. at the Anshei 
Emuna Congregation Synagogue, 16189 
Jog Road, Delray Beach, Florida. ■

TORONTO/CAFIP
Sheldon Sonenberg

1 Clark Ave. West, Apt. 606
Thornhill, Ontario Canada L4J 7Y6 ■

VANCOUVER, BC CANADA
Ed Kroft

% McCarthy-Tetrault
1300-777 Dunsmuir St.

Vancouver, BC V7Y 1K2
Exciting collecting for collectors of 
Israel, Holyland, Judaica from beginners 
to advanced. contact:Ed Kroft.
-mail: ekroft@mccarthy.ca. ■

BERKSHIRE HILLS
Rabbi Harold I. Salzmann

24 Ann Drive
Pittsfield, MA 01201

-mail: RabbiHarold@aol.com
Program:

Interesting Jewish Periodicals 
of the 19th Century

Chapter meets the last Sunday of the 
month at Markovits Stamp House 3 
Shamrock St., Stockbridge, MA, at 
10:30 am. ■

CENTRAL, NJ
Gary Theodore
PO Box 3025

Long Branch, NJ 07740
Program:	  Show and Tell
Chapter meets the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month (except July and August) at 8 p.m. 
at the Congregation B’nai Tikvah, 1001 
Finnegan’s Lane, North Brunswick, NJ. ■

 CHICAGOLAND IPPSA
Robert B. Pildes, M.D.

1319 Ridge Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201-4131

Program:	 Australian Imperial Force in 
WW2 in Palestine

Chapter meets the 4th Thursday of the 
month (except August and December) 
at Lincolnwood Public Library, 4000 
W. Pratt Ave., Lincolnwood, IL at 7:15 
p.m. For more information write Sam 
Fireman, PO Box 59106, Chicago, IL 
60659. ■

CLEVELAND
Howard S. Chapman
25250 Rockside Road

Bedford Heights, OH 44146
The chapter meets the first Wednesday 
evening of each month (except July 
and August) at Temple Tifereth Israel, 
Beachwood Branch at 7:30 p.m. ■

DALLAS
Dr. Arnold Paddock

3952 Candlenut
Dallas, TX 75244

-mail: etrogreen@hotmail.com
Program:

Jewish History Through Stamps
Chapter meets 3rd Monday, 7:00 
pm at the Conference Room, Jewish 
Community Center, 7900 Northaven 
Road, Dallas. ■

DENVER
Mark Vanier
44 S. Adams

Denver, CO 80209
Chapter meets 4th Wednesday at Rocky 
Mountain Philatelic Library, 2038 
South Pontiac Way, Denver at 7:30 pm. ■

DETROIT-OAK PARK
Ken Torby

27655 Lasher Rd., #112
Southfield, MI 48034

Program:

Members

Please Note

Address changes must be 
sent to the treasurer at 
least 2 weeks prior to the 
issue month for The Israel 
Philatelist.

Israel Philatelist’s will not 
be resent or replaced if the 
treasurer did not receive 
notification of the change 
in adnance of the effective 
issue. Payment for The Israel 
Philatelist, USPS return fee, 
USPS postage due fee for their 
new address notification and/
or the costs for resending The 
Israel Philatelist.

The “Israel Post” emblem was designed by Maxime and Gavriel Shamir

The Emblem was inspired by the expression “…Runs like a gazelle” 
(Fathers, 5, 20) though the animal is actually a deer. ■

o - o - o - o
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Joseph Weintrob, Norfolk, VA

USS Truman and the Torah

An envelope with Harry Truman stamps and signed by the Captain, Herman A. 
Shelanski, of the USS Harry S. Truman. The  USS Truman (CVN75) is a Nimitz 
class nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. 

USS Truman (CVN 75). U.S. Navy photo by
Photographer’s Mate Airman Ryan O’Connor.

http://www.navsource.org/archives/02/75.htm.

 (June 24, 2007) – Lt. Elizabeth Steffen, right, and Lt. Julia Weber 
close the door of the ark protecting a Jewish Torah at the conclusion of 
the Torah dedication ceremony in the hangar bay of the Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75). The Torah, one of the 
few from Lithuania to survive the Holocaust, was presented to Truman’s 
Commanding Officer, Captain Herman Shelanski, and will be on loan 
and displayed aboard the USS Truman for the duration of the ship’s life. 
U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kristopher 
Wilson. http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=30284.

Weizmann Centenary Issue, issued by the New York Office, Rochlin Catalog  #A355, 1974
The Jewish National fund labels picture Chaim Weizmann presenting President Truman with a Torah that is now on the carrier. ■
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Item Description Price Total Item Description Price Total

200 IP INDEXES 408 Basic Israel Philately - Simmons $8.00 $

201 IP Index 1-23 Sep 1949 - Aug 1972 $7.00 $ 409 Postal Stationery of Palestine Mandate - Hochheiser $7.00 $

202 IP Index 24-41 Oct 1972 - Dec 1990 $10.00 $ 410 Safad - Ben David $5.00 $

203 IP Index 42-50 Feb 1991 - Dec 1999 $10.00 $ 411 Doar Ivri Issue of Israel - Rothman & Tsachor $9.00 $

300 IP REPRINTS 412 The Postal History of the Polish Field Post Offices-
Kuchaarski

$8.00 $

301 IP Reprints 1-10 Sep 1949 - Jun 1959 $20.00 $ 413 Greeting Telegrams of the JNF - Ladany $6.00 $

302 IP Reprints 11-16 Sep 1959 - Jun 1965 $15.00 $ 414 Palestine Mandate Stamp Catalog 2001 - Dorfman $43.00 $

303 IP Reprints 20-22 Oct 1968 - Aug 1971 $15.00 $ 415 Study of Israel’s Dateless Cancellations - Chafetz $9.00 $

304 IP Reprints  23-24 Oct 1971 - Aug 1973 $10.00 $ 416 Postal Stationery of Israel - Morginstin $7.00 $

305 IP Reprints 25-27 Feb 1974 - Dec 1976 $20.00 $ 417 Israel & Forerunner Military Postal Stationery - Dubin $9.00 $

306 IP Reprints 17-18 Sep 1965 - Aug 1967 $36.00 $ 418 History of Israel Through Her Stamps - Stadtler $6.00 $

307 IP Reprints 19 Sep 1967 - Aug 1968 $25.00 $ 419 A History of Jewish Arts & Crafts - Courlander $40.00 $

308 IP Reprints 28-29 Feb 1977 - Dec 1978 $36.00 $ 420 Palestine Mandate Stamp Pages $4.00 $

309 IP Reprints 30-31 Feb 1979 - Dec 1980 $36.00 $ 421 Post-War Censorship - Gladstone $15.00 $

310 IP Reprints 32-33 Feb 1981 - Dec 1982 $36.00 $ 422 Judaica in Philately - Borodinsky $20.00 $

311 IP Reprints 34-35 Feb 1983 - Dec 1984 $36.00 $ 423 The Foreign Post Offices in Palestine - Vol. II $35.00 $

312 IP Reprints 36-37 Feb 1985 - Dec 1986 $36.00 $ 424 Minhelet Ha’am - Fluri $7.00 $

313 IP Reprints 38-39 Feb 1987 - Dec 1988 $36.00 $ 425 The Stamps of Palestine - Hoexter $7.00 $

314 IP Reprints 40-41 Feb 1989 - Dec 1990 $36.00 $ 427 Palestine Postal Forms Civilian Administration 1921-
1948 - Groten

$15.00 $

315 IP Reprints 42-43 Feb 1991 - Dec 1992 - NEW $36.00 $ 428 Taxi Mail of the Holy Land c. 1930-1975 - Groten - NEW $24.00 $

316 IP Reprints 44-45 Feb 1993 - Dec 1994 - NEW $36.00 $ 429 The Maximum Cards Stamp Information Folders &  
Stamp Information Bulletins of Israel - Morginstin - NEW

$25.00 $

317 IP Reprints 46-47 Feb 1995 - Dec 1996 - NEW $36.00 $ 430 The Flying Camel - Levant Fairs of Mandate Palestine - 
Groten NEW - COLOR

$47.00 $

318 IP Reprints 48-49 Feb 1997 - Dec 1998 - NEW $36.00 $ 431 Official Postcards and Special Cancellations of the Zionist 
Congresses - Riemer

$12.00 $

319 IP Reprints 50-51 Feb 1999 - Dec 2000 - NEW $36.00 $ 432 Postcards from the Holy Land - A Pictorial History of the 
Ottoman Era 1880-1918 - Salo Aizenberg - Full Color
NEW - Special Shipping Prices - no discount

$40.00  US
$50.00 Can/Mex

$60.00 Intl

320 IP Reprints 52-53 Feb 2001 - Dec 2002 - NEW $36.00 $ 433 Hebrew Letter Censor Marks - Simmons & Pearl $15.00 $

321 IP Reprints 54-55 Feb 2003 - Dec 2004 - NEW $36.00 $ 434 Interim Period Postage Stamps of Israel:
Mar - Jul 1948 - Forsher

$20.00 $

322 IP Reprints 56-57 Feb 2005 - Dec 2006 - NEW $36.00 $ 435 Postal History of the Transition Period in Israel 1948,
Vol II - Part 1 - Shimony, Rimon, Karpovsky - no discount

$55.00 $

400 BOOKS 436 Postal History of the Transition Period in Israel 1948,
Vol II - Part 2 - Shimon, Rimon, Karpovsky- no discount

$60.00 $

401 Palestine Mandate Postmarks - Dorfman $16.00 $ 437 Israel Definitive Stamps - Specialized Catologue,
1982 & 1983 - Wallach - no discount

$10.00 $

402 Tabs of Israel - Rozman $3.00 $ 438 Postal History of the West Bank of Jordan 1948-1967 
Volume I - Wallach - no discount

$10.00 $

403 Postal Forms of Palestine Mandates -
Hochheiser

$7.00 $ 500 BOOKS ON CD

404 Palestine Mandate Issues of 1921-1948: 
Crown Agents  - Collins

$6.00 $ 529 The Maximum Cards Stamp Information Folders,
Morginstin - NEW

$15.00 $

405 Government of Palestine Post Office 
Ordinance of 1930

$10.00 $ 530 The Flying Camel - Levant Fairs of Mandate Palestine - 
Groten - NEW - FULL COLOR

$20.00 $

406 Tel Aviv Postmarks of the Palestine Mandate - 
Groton

$5.00 $ U.S.A. shipping and handling-$2.50 per item
International shipping and handling - $6.00 per item

$

407 Plate Blocks & Tabs - Levinson $8.00 $ Total Amount Due $

Society of Israel Philatelists, Inc.
Contact David Kaplin,	 1167 Bonnie Lane	 Mayfield Heights,	  Ohio 44124

E-mail:	 dkaplin@israelstamps.com 	 Please make checks payable to SIP Educational Fund



POSTAL HISTORY IS 
OUR SPECIALTY 

Challenge Us 
To FiiiYour 

Want Lists and 
Exhibition 

Needs! 

House of Zion 

P.O. Box 5502 

Redwood City, CA 94063 

• • • • • • • • •  

Please Contact us at 

800-783-7589 

650-366-7589 

(F) 650-363-0777 

hsofzion@aol.com 

www.houseofzion.com 

• • • • • • • • •  

We c3rry the largest inventory of covers, 
stamps & labels including: 

• Forerunners 
• Interim Period 
• Israel Tabs thru 

1952 

• Palestine Man date 
• Dear lvri 
• Jewish N ati anal 

Fund 
• Pre-war Europe • Displaced Persons 

( 19th C. on) (DP) Camps 
• Holocaust • Ghettos 
• Judaica • Anti-Semitic 

�-of zto:;-j 
Ho!J Land Philatelists 




