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Purim on Stamps

ove "3V

By Richard Herman and Howard Rotterdam

For Society of Israel Philatelists ~ www.israelstamps.com



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purim is a holiday that celebrates the Jews prevailing over Persian adversaries. It is celebrated on the 13th day of Adar which is the 12th month in the Hebrew calendar. It is a day of feasting and sending gifts of food to one-another, preceded by a day of fasting (the Fast of Esther). There is only a few stamps of Israel that relate to Purim and only one series dedicated to Purim, the Festivals of 1976. As a side note, the Book of Esther is the only book in the bible that has no mention of the name of G-d.
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In the days of Ahasuerus...


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This stamp is the first of three in the 1976 Festivals series (Scott # 593). It depicts the festive days of King Ahasuerus from the Book of Esther, chapter 1, verse 1.
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We set the royal crown upon her head...


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the second stamp in the series (Scott # 594) and depicts the coronation of Queen Esther by King Ahasuerus as described in the Book of Esther, chapter 2, verse 17.
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Thus shall it be done to the man whom the
king delights to honor...


Presenter
Presentation Notes
And this is the third stamp in the series (Scott # 595). Haman has advised the King as to how he could honor someone of great merit, believing the King was referring to him, only to learn that it is Mordecai, the father of Esther, who is to be honored. The scene is described in the Book of Esther, chapter 5, verse 11.
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...and that these days of Purim should never fall
into disuse among the Jews, nor should the
commemoration of those days cease among their
descendents.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The three Festival stamps were also issued as a souvenir sheet. This is a First Day Cover dated 17 February 1976 (Hebrew date of 5736). Note the quotation “... and that these days of Purim should never fall into disuse among the Jews, nor should the commemoration of these days cease among their descendants.” From the Book of Esther chapter 9, verse 28.



1976 — Purim Souvenir Sheet

Designed by O and E Schwartz


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the souvenir sheet that was part of this issue.
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1975 — The Purim Players
Jankel Adler


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This stamp is from the 1975 “Painting” series (Scott # 568). It is a reproduction of a painting in the Tel Aviv Museum and is called “The Purim Players” by Jankel Adler (1895 to 1949).
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Hanukkah — Moritz Daniel Oppenheim — 1800-1882
Purim Players — Jankel Adler — 1895-1949
Yom Kippur — Maurycy Gottlieb — 1856 - 1879



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a First Day Cover of the entire “Painting Series” of 1975. The other paintings also depict holidays – the 1.00 Lira represents the Hanukkah celebration by Moritz Daniel Oppenheim (1800 to 1882) and the 4.00 Lira celebrates Yom Kippur by Maurycy Gottlieb (1856 to 1879).
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Adar - Purim


Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2002, Israel issued a set of stamps in tetebeche and booklet format for the twelve months of the Hebrew year. The stamp for the month of Adar shows a party hat, a grogger, a hamentashen pastry, all associated with Purim. The hat would be part of a costume and the grogger would be used to drown out the name of Haman.  Of course we all eat the customary three-sided hamentashen pastry.
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2002 — Months of the Year - Booklet


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the outer cover of the booklet for the months of the year. The booklet stamps were self adhesive and rouletted.
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Adar - Purim


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This shows the tete-beche perforated sheet form to show all twelve months.
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2007 — Women of the Bible — Esther

...and if I have to perish, | shall perish!


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This stamp is from the 2007 series “Women of the Bible”. It depicts Esther before King Ahasuerus, telling him “... and if I am to perish, I shall perish.”, a phrase from the Book of Esther, verse 4.16.
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2007 - Festival Series — Women of the Bible
Yael, Esther, Miriam


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a First Day Cover with all three stamps from the 2007 “Women of the Bible” series. The 1.50 NS (new shekel) depicts Yael and the 2.40 NS depicts Miriam.



J.N.F. Issues



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Festival of Purim is also the topic of a series of labels that were published by the New York office of the Jewish Nation Fund between 1927 and 1962. 



PURM ZSsUES of Te M (oRE opLCE

1938 FOR PALESTINE LAND REDEMF 11ON

The design, depicted on a scroll, shows a man and a boy
planting a sapling, with a Star of David on the horizon.
Upper part of scroll reads "Purim gift for Palestine land
redemption.”  Above the scroll, in Hebrew, text reads
*Sending portions in honor of Purim for the Jewish National
Fund."

Booklet pane 1x1. (57x45 —Roulette 13).

AP11 10¢ Brown $50.00
AP12 25¢ Orange 550.00
AP13 50¢  Dark Blue $50.00
AP14 $1.00 Light Bue $50.00

1939 FOR PALESTINE LAND PURCHASE
Pictures a tractor plowing a field with settlement in the
distance. Reads "Your Purim gift for Palestine land
redemption.” Booklet pane 1x1. (57 x 43 1/2—11 1/2).

AP15 25¢ Orange $75.00
AP16 S50¢  Green $75.00
AP17 $1.00 Biue §75.00
1940 FOR PALESTINE LAND PURCHASE

Depicts man and woman standing near a farm settlement,
with immigrants geing toward settlement. Reads "Your
Purim Gift for Palestine land purchase,” and in Hebrew,
"Sending portions for the Jewish Mational Fund." Address
below.

Booklet pane 1x1 (69x58 - 11 1/2).

AP18 25¢ Green $100.00
AP19 50¢ Red $100.00
AP20 $1.00 Blue £100.00

1941 AM ISRAEL CHAI

Inscribed in Hebrew "Am Israel chai.’ In English this is
“The people of Israel live.” There is no reference on the m
stamp to JNF. The word "chal” which has a numerical %
value of 18 also means “life.” Booklet pane 2x3.

Three panes per booklet. (18 1/2 x 20 1/2-12 1/2).

AP21 Blue $25.00

1942 LAND FOR VICTORY

Background shows farmer plowing. Inscribed “Land for
Victory - Purim Gift.” The large letter tsade, formed partly
from a V" refers to Zion.

Booklet pane 2x3, (22 x 25 1/2 -12)

APZ2 Deep lilac $75.00

127800


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a page from the “Handbook of the Issues of the Jewish National Fund, Volume I”, compiled by Sidney Rochlin. The handbook lists about sixty labels that have a Purim connection. Money raised by the sale of these labels was dedicated to the purchase of land in “Palestine”. The 1938 label is a receipt for a “Purim Gift for Palestine Land Redemption”. The 1939 and 1940 labels have a similar theme. The 1942 label reads “Land for Victory- Purim Gift”. The tzade which is formed from the letter “V” refers to Zion.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a booklet issued by the Jewish National Fund. It is a pane of six of the 1942 label shown in the previous slide (catalog # AP22)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These labels are from another booklet, issued on the occasion of Purim to raise funds dedicated to the program “Land for Rescue”. The booklet had twenty labels and sold for $5.00. (AP # 24)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is another example of a booklet issued by the New York office of the Jewish National Fund. These labels highlight the faith and the “battle cry” of the Jewish people – AM YISRAEL CHAI – Israel Lives On!, and were again issued on the occasion of Purim. (AP # 21)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the 1950 issue of the Purim JNF label. It is a depiction of a scene in the Jezreal Valley. It was issued as a booklet pane (AP #37). This same design was also issued without a denomination and with a 50 cent denomination.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
An example of the 1940 JNF issue of the Purim gift label. (AP # 18) The label depicts a man and a woman standing near a farm settlement with immigrants going toward the settlement. This series also has three denominations, a 25 cent green, a 50 cent red and a $1.00 blue.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The label on the right is the 1958 issue which depicts a menorah above the word “Israel” and a scroll which reads “Your Purim Gift – 10th Anniversary”. The label on the left is the 1961 “Freedom Forest Stamp” which shows a sprig of a branch over a menorah on the Liberty Bell. The words “J.N.F. Purim Gift Stamps” appear on the upper selvage.



What's the Connection?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now it’s time for you to participate and use your imagination. What is the connection to Purim of the following stamps 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This stamp is Scott #507 from a series of children’s drawings from the Youth Workshop at the Tel Aviv Museum.  It depicts people in costume as one would expect to wear at a Purim celebration 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
. 1996 Fruit Issue – Scott 1280-82. Fruit is part of the traditional gift giving of Purim.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
1982 Hadassah Anniversary Issue Scott # 824 – This stamp celebrates the 70th Anniversary 
      of Hadassah Hospital. Hadassah was Esther’s original name.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
1979 Children Paint Jerusalem Issue Scott #738 – Children in costume, a typical Purim sight 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is from the Israel Museum set of 1966 Scott # 323-328. The upper left stamp depicts a golden drinking horn from 5th century BCE Persia. We are encouraged on Purim to consume enough wine until we can no longer distinguish between Haman and Mordechai.
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GOLD DRINKING HORN
FIFTH CENT, B.C.E. - PERSIA



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a close up of the golden drinking cup, it dates approximately from the historical time 
         frame of the Purim Story.
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